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EMERSON 


Every day, firemen themselves are being knocked out by smoke. It 
can happen to your men anytime, Chief. You'll be mighty glad you 
bought an Emerson Resuscitator when the time comes to save life 
from smoke suffocation, electric shock, gas poisoning, drowning or 
almost any type of asphyxia. After all, the Emerson is being used 
by firemen, utilities, mining and other industries, as a number one 
line of defense for all forms of asphyxia or shock. It is compara- 
tively easy to operate and is positive in operation. You can't go 
wrong with an Emerson. We'll be glad to tell you all about them. 
Better write today. 
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Simultaneously alerting pedestrians and all traffic . . . while 
insuring safety to your vehicle and crew . . /the compelling 


effect of the Propelle-Ray’s roving blade Jt red light gets 


SIREN HEADQUARTERS 
«wah 
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A Progress Report 


The other day the Fire Commis- 
sioner of a New England city 
spent several hours with our editorial 
staff reviewing the whole question of 
civil service examinations for appoint- 
ments and promotions in his city's 
fire department. 


@ This gentleman wasn't content 
merely with the opinions and advice 
he had received locally, but set out 
“to obtain the knowledge of all avail- 
able experts on the subject"—as he 
expressed it. 


® We have a letter from the com- 
missioner thanking us for the as- 
sistance given him and telling us that 
as a result of our help he has worked 
out what he believes is a satisfactory 
program. 


@ There are two points to this story: 
First, the fire service of a municipality 
is being advanced through the efforts 
of public officials who are apply- 
ing sound business judgment and 
methods to the conduct of their 
office. Secondly, the selection of 
FirE ENGINEERING by these officials 
as the fountain-head of factual infor- 
mation concerning the great and 
growing business of fire protection 
and fire prevention is more of a cus- 
tom than at any time in its long 
and busy existence. 
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The Journal of the Fire Profession since 1877; 
published on the fifteenth of each month by 
Case-Shepperd-Mann Publishing Corp., 24 West 
40th St., New York 18, N. Y., also publishers of 
Water Works Engineering, Sewage Works En- 
gineering, etc. {Subscription price: U.S., Latin 
America and Canada, $3.00 a year; Foreign, $4.00; 
Single copies, 35c. {Member of Audit Bureau 
of Circulations and Associated Business Papers, 
Inc. {Entered as second-class matter April 15, 
1929, at the Post Office at New York, N. Y., 
under Act of March 3, 1879. {Contents of this 
issue copyrighted, 1947, b Coco heppesd-tene 
Publishing Corp. President and Advertising 
Director, Kart M. Mann; Vice-President and 
General Manager, I. Hersert Case; Secretary 
and Editorial Director, Frep Sueprerp; Assist- 
ant Advertising Director, Watrer H. Frepricxs; 
Eastern Representative, ALFrep J. Houcnton; 
Advertising Manager, Witt1am J. Grzson; 
Circulation Manager, W. H. Torpnam. Cuicaco 
Orrice: W. S. Crevencer and L. M. Rocug, 
6 No. Michigan Ave., Chicago 2, Ill.; San 
Francisco: CHARLES H. Wootrey, 605 Market 
Street, San Francisco 5, Calif.; Los ANGELzs: 
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Type SG triple action en = 
charges high velocity Water = 
solid straight stream 7 _ 
velocity WaterFOG from Ex : 
sion Applicator, Approved y 
Underwriters’ Laboratories, Inc 
and Factory Mutual Laboratories 








FIRE ENGINEERING for A 













ROCKWOOD 


WaterF0G 


PUTS OUT 
ATTIC FIRE 


CONDS 


Concord, Mass. fire department extin- 
guished this class “A” fire with only 


one 1” Rockwood type SG WaterFOG 
Nozzle. 




















A single dwelling house, located in the center 
of the business section of Concord, Mass., caught 
fire in the Partitions and spread rapidly to the 
attic. Fire was burning approximately 30 minutes 
before the fire department arrived. 










Through a 3 foot square opening that led 
to the attic, firemen inserted q ]” SG WaterFOG 
Nozzle discharging high velocity WaterFOG 
and extinguished the fire in several seconds. The 
nozzle was attached to 200 feet of booster line. 
Source of water was from a 400 gallon booster 
tank. The flowing pressure at the nozzle was 
70 p.s.i 


This fire was extinguished with WaterFOG 
from only one 1” type SG WaterFOG Nozzle 
on a booster line before other Concord firemen 
could complete laying two 21/)” hose lines to a 
hydrant 500 feet away. 


Chief Harry E. Tuttle said he was well pleased 
with the performance of the WaterFOG Nozzle 
in extinguishing this class “A” fire. 
























Natural Color movies, 16mm, are available. 


For complete data on Rockwood WaterFOG 
Nozzle, write for descriptive literature. 








| View of west side of house. When firemen 
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54 HARLOW STREET 
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ROCKWOOD SPRINKLER COMPANY 


l 
arrived, smoke was coming out of Par- - 
titions and roof top. Entry was made ’ 
through front door and up one flight of 
stairs to fight fire in blind attic. - 
? Deep charring in attic indicates length oan 
of time fire had been burning before g 
firemen applied WaterFOG. we 
=. 
| 
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“They are the last word in 
fire apparatus’’, — says 
Chief John Williams. 











= AMERICAN: [AFRANCE-FOAMITE (ORPORATION 


[ AFRANGE FIRE ENGINE aw FOAMITE [IMITED 


TORONTO 9, ONTARIO, CAMADA 
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PHOTOGRAPHS 
BY GLENN PARISH 
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galerie effective, easy to apply, 
NATIONAL Aer-O-Foam is the 


recognized method for stopping oil, 
gasoline or chemical fires. Aer-O-Foam 
is a mechanical foam . . . flows quickly 
... forms a blanket having the maxi- 
mum cohesive and adhesive qualities. 
This blanket smothers fires...prevents 
flashbacks... insulates threatened 


areas. Aer-O-Foam is non-corrosive. 


FIRE ENGINEERING 





Aer-O-Foam and Nozzles... MUST equipment for fire apparatus. 


NATIONAL FOAM manufactures chemical foam, 
also,and equipment for applying foams. Its “RP” Type 
Nozzles, provided with pick-up tubes, deliver the 
foam on the target with no weeping. These Nozzles 


are machined for spray attachment. 


NATIONAL FOAM SYSTEM. INCE. 


NYel-taleliP4isle mlm meleliM alam maclicvailels 


"ackard Building. Philadelphia 2. Pa. 
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113 YEARS OF 


FIRE-FIGHTING KNOW-HOW / & 
AT YOUR SERVICE 

















To better serve the municipalities of America, 
the General Detroit Corporation has been 
appointed exclusive sales agent of famed 
Boston Woven Hose & Rubber Co’s Municipal 
Fire Hose for virtually all of the United States, 
as well as for export markets. 

The progressive General Detroit Corpora- 
tion and its subsidiary, the General Pacific 
Corporation, add their 44 years’ experience 
in the manufacture of fire extinguishers and 
motor fire apparatus to the enviable 69-year 
record of Boston Woven Hose in producing 
the original cotton-jacketed hose, accepted as 
standard everywhere today 








BWH 
‘“‘BOSTON FIRE JACKET’’ HOSE 
Double Jacket 


Outstanding value. A real quality hose 
for municipalities that want the best 
obtainable. 


Municipalities across the land recognize the 
real economy of using dependably rugged 
BWH Fire Hose. The ‘smoke eaters’’ know 
its flexibility and ease of handling. 

This pooling of effort means that BWH 
Fire Hose will now be available to munici- 
palities through the branch offices and ware- 
houses of the General Detroit Corporation 
in almost every section of the country. A 
“General” representative is nearby to help 
you. His knowledge and experience are at 
your service. Please call on him for depend- 
able advice when next your city needs fire 
hose of dependable ruggedness. 








BWH 
‘‘PARAMOUNT" HOSE 


Double Jacket 






An exceptionally fine value. High- 
grade materials and workmanship 
throughout. 
















BWH 
‘“‘UNDERWRITERS’’ HOSE 


Single or Double Jacket 


Made in strict accordance with National 
Board of Fire Underwriters specifica- 
tions. Labeled or unlabeled. 





BWH 
*'MILO”"’ HOSE 


Single Jacket 





Made for light pressures where a good, 
strong, light weight hose is desired. 


THE GENERAL PETROIT CORP. 


Distributors of famous 


BOSTON WOVEN HOSE AND RUBBER CO. 


Municipal Fire Hose 


NEY IY 


West Coast Subsidiary: The General Pacific Corp. 


I | 


2270 E. JEFFERSON e DETROIT 7, MICHIGAN 


‘ORK * PHILADELPHIA * ATLANTA * CHICAGO ® DALLAS | 


S ANGELES * SAN FRANCISCO ¢ DENVER ¢ SEATTLE 
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Bf Now Addition vo comma 
| Line of () ~<S70/oe Carbon 
Dioxide Extinguishers 


GENERAL'S new 5-lb. @ ~SHofoes carbon dioxide 
extinguisher costs no more than the 4-lb. size—yet 
gives you 25% more fire protection. This makes 
GENERAL () ~$70/06 the best buy in the fire extin- 
guisher inarket—best for protection; best for economy. 


The new 5-lb. GENERAL (D) ~$70/06 fits the standard 
4-lb. wall bracket. Improved design of the shell makes 
it unusually light and easy to handle, with no sacrifice 
of structural strength. 


iF it’s YEE it’s DEPENDABLE 


Another new () ~S70/06—2!/2-lb. size—gives 
25% more fire protection than the 2-lb. size, yet 
costs the same. It is light, strong, and easy to 
handle, due to improved shell design—an out- 
standing value. See the yellow section of your 
local telephone 
directory for 


"GENERAL Rel @PA EAU pe lel eae @relitz 
dealer. Ask him 
to show you 

both these new 

© ~S70/06 ex- 2270 E. JEFFERSON « DETROIT 7, MICHIGAN 


tinguishers, or Wy LADELPH LAN oO ton- te LLAS 
write forcom- NEW YORK «PHILADELPHIA ¢ ATLANTA e CHICAGO «DALLAS 


plete details. West Coast Subsidiary: The General Pacific Corp 





Manufacturers of Fire Extinguishers 


Motor Fire Apparatus and Allied Equipment 


Los Angeles San Francisco Denver Seattle 


Distributors in Principal Cities 
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Chief Rowe, Terre Haute, Indiana, Fire Dept 
members, their trucks and equipment. Fore 
— Their E & J Resuscitator Inhalator - 
aaa Because a major function of Fire Department activity is centered in combating 
the results of fire and accidents (all types of asphyxia, particularly carbon 
monoxide, drowning and electric shock), the advisability of purchasing the best 
equipment cannot be denied. The E & J Portable Resuscitator - Inhalator - 
Aspirator has proved itself many times as always ready for instant, dependable 
action. With the increasing tempo of accidents, the greater responsibility 
Drexel Bidg. 17 East 42nd St. assumed by public service departments throughout the nation calls for 


Philadelph ; i 
a elphia New York City the best equipment . . . for E & J equipment. 
585 Boylston St. 313 University St. 


se Ee om a Ae E. & J. MANUFACTURING CO. 


3329 W. Washington Bivd 69 E. 4th South St. 


— ia iia 6116 SAN FERNANDO RD. «+  GLENDALE 1, CALIF. 
E&J.... FIRST NAME IN RESUSCITATORS 


Please mention Fire ENGINEERING when writing advertisers 


Write to listed address nearest you for 
complete information or demonstration. 
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“Going right in’ prevents confla- 
gration, keeps small fires small. 


Records of about ninety fire runs in a 
year are overwhelming in favor of high 
pressure at Rock Falls, Illinois (popu- 
lation 7,500), a factory town where 
main protection comes from their 
FMC High-Pressure Fog Fire Fighter. 

Rock Falls’ Department has achieved 
wonderful results in controlling fires 
—so quickly, so efficiently that high 
pressure does almost a// the work, 
keeping small fires small. 

Fast work saves precious minutes 
That's the way it is in other cities, towns and villages using FMC 
High-Pressure Fog Fire Fighters. They go in fast—save precious 
minutes at the critical time of the fire—knock it down with very 
little water—and cause practically no water damage. 

Every day, users are showing indisputable proof that high pressure, 
properly used, works fast to keep potential conflagrations from devel- 
oping out of small fires. — 

OLIVIA, MINN. Standard FMC High-Pressure Fog 


You owe it to the people you protect to investigate FMC High- Five Fighter recently delivered to Olivia Fire De- 
Pressure for your Department. Get the facts! partment. Completely equipped to fight fires fast! 








ULLAL bike 


, 









a , | 


CHASSELL, MICH. Standard FMC Fog Fire CARTHAGE, ILL. Standard FMC Fog Fire Fighter CASCADE, WIS. Standard FMC Fog Fire Fighter 
Fighter delivered to Chassell Fire Dept delivered to Carthage Fire Dept. delivered to Cascade Fire Dept. No. 3 







UNDERWRITERS’ 
LABORATORIES 
APPROVED 


ROCK FALLS, ILL. Standard FMC Fog Fire Fighter recently delivered to 
Rock Falls Fire Dept. No. 1. Carries its own water supply—provides 
two guns of 30 gallons each—850 lbs. pump pressure—complete in 
every respect. 


HIGH-PRESSURE FOG FIRE FIGHTER 


CAN BE MOUNTED ON MOST STANDARD TRUCK CHASSIS 
FOOD MACHINERY CORPORATION 
JOHN BEAN MFG. CO., DEPT. 126, LANSING 4, MICH. ©  BEAN-CUTLER DIVISION, 409 JULIAN ST., SAN JOSE, CALIF. 


BUILDERS OF BEAN HIGH-PRESSURE PUMPS FOR OVER 60 YEARS 


We shall appreciate your mentioning Fire ENGINEERING when writing advertisers 
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B 0 it the Originalano Genuine 


 ROCKE RLU G MARK 





FIREMAN FREDDIE SAYS: When 
buying equipment to safeguard lives 
and property from fire, it should be 
a “must” to buy the BEST! 


FIRE FIGHTING EQUIPMENT 
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3 SIZES 





1” Booster Nozzle UNIVERSAL NOZZLE 


Length 7 in. 
Weight 3% Ibs. 


Fires won't wait for nozzle changes. When you need a 





water curtain, fog, solid stream or some combination 


14" Standard you need it right now. No time to run for another noz- 
ane 2 zle or spray tip. : 








Weight 6 Ibs. 
. With the Riepling UNIVERSAL NOZZLE, you make the : 


stream change instantly. A bit of fire-fighting magic in 

















your hands! 4 
2" Heavy Duty : 
‘ — The Riepling’s performance is convincing. We'll gladly 
eng n. 4 
Weight 13% Ibs. send folder with all the facts, including water discharge | 
Patented Riepling y 
valve provides easy data. d 
ome yee Write for your copy today! 


| cotge i LY. Cocper COMPANY 








SOLID FOG BALL AT 90 POUNDS e NO HOLES TO CLOG * LOW WATER CONSUMPTION 
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20 new WARD LA FRANCE 
pumpers for NEW YORK CITY 





















Ward LaFrance is proud of the 20 new 
pumpers bearing their name that have just been 
added to the fire fighting equipment of the 
world’s largest city. This brings the total of 
Ward La France fire apparatus in New York 
City to 66 units. 

Increased capacity at the two Elmira, N. Y. 
plants of Ward LaFrance has been made pos- 
sible by a modernization program which in- 
cluded 6 completely new buildings equipped 
with the latest machinery for the manufacturing 
of fire apparatus. 


WARD 


ate 


ww 
LA FRANCE 


Se 4 


LA FRANCE 
Great American Industries, Inc. 


ELMIRA, NEW YORK 


The deliveries of materials used in the manu- 
facture of fire apparatus have not kept pace 
with the improved facilities at Ward LaFrance. In 
spite of these shortages, deliveries are showing 
a steady growth and, with a reasonable increase 
from our suppliers, prompt deliveries will be 
assured. 

These enlarged and improved facilities 
place Ward LaFrance in a position to make de- 
liveries unexcelled by any other producer during 
1947, and the years following. That is why we 
say, “Consider Ward LaFrance first.” 


TRUCK DIVISION 
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* faster, more complete fire extinguishing action, 
add Drench*to your water supply. 

Yes, Drench makes wetter water . . . the most 
widely discussed advancement in the fire fighting 
industry. Tried and proved under actual fire condi- 
tions, Drench is the wetting agent that helps you fight 
fire faster, knock it down and keep it down. 

Drench effectively changes the characteristics of 
water without limiting its use or requiring special 

equipment. Use it on all 
“Class A” fires and on oils 


FIRE ENGINEERING 


with flash points over 100° F., with any type of nozzle 
equipment, including straight stream high and low 
velocity fog and high pressure fog nozzles. It leaves 
no harmful residue. 

Join the hundreds of fire companies and depart- 
ments who now use Drench in their portable equip- 
ment and booster tanks. Write us today for more 
information about Drench and how it will help you 
fight fire faster. 

When ordering a wetting agent from your sup- 
plier, be sure and ask for Drench. 


Do not use in Soda Acid Extinguishers or calcium chloride solutions. 


——ARNOLD-HOFFMAN & CO., INC. —— 
Fire Specialties Division 


Established in 1815 
*PATENT PENDING 


Ww 
th 


PROVIDENCE, R. I. 


° Plants at Dighton, Mass. and Charlotte, N. C. sees 


NEW YORK © BOSTON * PHILADELPHIA * CHARLOTTE 


e shall appreciate your mentioning Fire ENGINEERING when writing advertisers 





“There Is No Finer Piece of 
Equipment" 


That’s what users say about their 
INDIAN FIRE PUMPS. Only clear 
water needed—no chemicals. Pres- 
sure stream shoots 30 to 50 ft. or 
slight turn adjusts nozzle for spray 
or fog mist. 

Let us send copies of testimonials 
from fire depts., foresters, lumber- 
men, home owners and many others. 
Catalog gives full information and 
prices. Send for a copy. 


.B. SMITH & CO. ae 


UTICA 2, N.Y. “ } 
NG 
PU 
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The Fire Alarm Box 


Saves Time 

Reduees Fire Losses. 

Protects Life - Home - Business and 
Income. 





You Can Help— 


By urging your municipal officials to 
provide a box at every fire hazard. 


Detailed information on request 


Kindly mention Fire ENGINEERING when writing advertisers 
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With the Editor 


Marine Fires This issue of Fire En- 
Multiply NEERING sommes oon 
recent marine fires in 
which the reported fire 
loss is nearly $6,000,000 and in which, if two of the 
ships involved are junked as now appears inev- 


itable, the losses will be many times that amount. 


These three fires, to the S.S. Ericsson, the S.S. 
George Washington and the S.S. Monarch of Ber- 
muda, all former transports, all of unknown origin, 
certainly give one substance for thought, if not to 


draw disturbing conclusions. 


The pessimistic picture is painted even darker 
by speakers at the March Seventeenth Annual 
Safety Convention of the Greater New York Safety 
Council. Capt. T. C. Conwell, operating manager 
of the American Trading and Production Corpora- 
tion, owners of a tanker fleet, calls the personnel of 
American merchant ships “undertrained, irrespons- 
ible and ignorant of or indifferent to safety prac- 
tices.” Rear Admiral E. H. Smith, Commander of 
the Eastern Area and Third Coast Guard District, 
is concerned over the merchant marine accident 
rate where figures show an accident occurrence rate 
in marine transportation five times as great as the 


average for all industries. 


In his remedy to correct the situation, Capt. Con- 
well urged ship-owners to restore the ship’s master 
to his proper position of authority and to establish 
a program of merchant marine fire-fighting and 


sea-safety schools. 


Fire officers cognizant with fire-safety conditions 
along the nation’s continental seaboard know full 


well the indifference to, and in places open flouting 


of the most fundamental rules of safety from fire. 
They know how discouraging and disheartening it 
is to attempt to enforce fire prevention and protec- 
tion regulations where a post-war public and har- 
assed civic officials are apathetic and indifferent to 


consequences. 


The lessons of the Normandie, and countless 
other ship and dock fires, it would appear, have 


not been fully learned. 


An Arson Recent reports reaching 
Ww 7 this journal disclose an 
ave! : ; , 

alarming increase in fires 
known to be, or ascribed 
to arson. Confessed firebugs admit starting fires 
that have resulted in conflagrations with losses run- 
ning into the millions, some of which have caused 


deaths and injuries. 


If these trends point any moral for the fire serv- 
ice, it is that we must, everywhere and everyone, 
be on the alert; the subject of arson must be in- 
cluded in all advanced fire service educational and 
training programs; the cooperation of police and 
fire services in the detection of arson, and the ap- 
prehension and conviction of the guilty must be 
encouraged. Finally, where laws and ordinances do 
not provide suitable penalties and punishment for 
this crime, the services should bring all the pressure 
they can to bear upon local and state officials re- 
sponsible for the preparation and passage of such 


legislation. 


ied hep 


—_—oor 
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FIRE ENGINEERING 


Fire Sweeps Liner S. S. Ericsson, 
Threatens S. S. Queen Elizabeth 


New York Firemen Avert Another Normandie 
Disaster Against Unusual Odds. Ship Total Loss 


EDITOR'S NOTE: The burning of 
the S. S. John Ericsson, originally 
christened the liner Kungsholm, on 
March 7, 1947, five years and one month 
after the destruction of the S. S. Lafay- 
ette, formeriy the French liner Norman- 
die, oaers a number of interesting com- 
parisons for the student of fire fight- 
ing. In many ways the two fires were 
almost identical. Yet there were marked 
differences in the strategy used to con- 
trol the fire on the Ericsson and that on 
the Normandie, even though in the final 
outcome, both vessels may be classed as 
total losses. 

The author of this article had the 
privilege of better than a dock-side ob- 
servation of both these ship fires, from 
the time of arrival of the second-alarm 
companies, until, in the case of the Nor- 
mandie, everyone was ordered ashore 
and the vessel was given up to the tide; 
and in that of the Ericsson, until all 
companies except those completing the 
final overhauling had returned to quar- 
ters. 

From his observations, supported by 
notes made on the ground and source 
data generously supplied by the New 
York Fire Department under Fire Com- 
missioner Frank Quayle and Chief of 
Staff and Operations, Frank Murphy, 
who were in charge of the Ericsson fire, 
the following account has been written. 

In paying deserved tribute to the oper- 
ations of the New York Fire Depart- 
ment in controlling the fire on the S. S. 
Ericsson and in materially assisting to 





By ROI B. WOOLLEY 


prevent a duplication of the tragic fiasco 
which permitted tne Normandie to cap- 
size following her destructive fire, the 
editors make it plain that no criticism or 
slight is intended ot that stalwart army 
of tire fighters which battled the greater 
and more complicated fire in the Nor- 
mandie. Scores of officers and men who 
fought the Normandie fire also engaged 
in the briefer, but nonetheless strenuous 
Ericsson struggle. 


SeELpom have New York City fire- 
fighters been contronted with such a 
dangerous threat to life and property as 
faced them on the afternoon of March 
7, 1947, when they responded to an 
alarm for a fire on the S.S. John 
Ericsson, originally named the Kungs- 
holm, at Pier 90, North River, Man- 
hattan. 

Che war-worn former Swedish-Amer- 
ican luxury liner, converted at the out- 
break of the war into a troopship, was 
heavily involved by fire and smoke be- 


fore the arrival of the first-due com- 
panies, as a result of a delayed alarm 
and ineffectual efforts of the crew to 


fight the flames. Fire, flaring from the 


superstructure, threatened the giant 
Pier, built with companion Pier 88 at 
costs reported to be $5,000,000 each. 


Smoke drifted over the Pier across the 
bow of the giant Queen Elizabeth, 
moored on the South side of the struc- 
ture, and being loaded for sailing that 
afternoon. 


Aerial View of S.S. Ericsson Fire on New York's North River Waterfront 


Showing liner Queen Elizabeth moored on south side of Pier 90 with Fireboat Harvey at end of pier. 


At tar right 


is Pier 88, where the S.S. Normandie burned and capsized in 1942. 


Pier 90, scene of the near-disaster is 
one block north of Pier 88, where the ill- 
fated Normandie burned, capsized five 
years and one month before. The same 
fire alarm box was struck for both fires, 
Signal Station 852, but in both cases the 
box was tied in with a pier Class 3 
“building box,” each pier having a dii- 
ferent terminal. Thus the signal for the 
Normandie was 3-852-1, and for the 
Ericsson, 3-852-2. 


Some Similarities Between the 


Two Ship Fires 


Records of the two ship fires show a 
number of similarities. Thus they oc- 
curred during winter weather, at almost 
exactly the same time of day, the mid- 
dle of the afternoon. The first alarm 
for the Normandie was received at 2:49 
P. M., that for the Ericsson at 2:24 P. M. 
The weather conditions were about the 


same, sky clear, temperature about 
freezing. The wind was in the same 
direction, carrying smoke shoreward, 


and the tides were about the same. 

Both ships were on the north side of 
identical piers and both were under 
control of the government, having re- 
ceived alterations to fit them for war 
work. 

The fire started in the upper works of 
each ship, about midships, but from 
different causes. However, in the case 
of both fires, crew members and work- 
ers wasted precious time attempting to 
control the fire, and in both cases there 
was an appreciable delay in sending in 
the alarm to the municipal fire depart- 
ment. 

There the comparison ceases. The 
Normandie was almost twice as long as 
the Ericsson; of four times the tonnage, 
having eleven decks to the smaller 
ship’s five, and a higher freeboard. 

Five alarms were transmitted for the 
Normandie fire, bringing thirty-seven 
pieces of equipment—twenty-four en- 
gines, six ladder trucks and three boats, 
as well as a water tower, rescue com- 
pany and searchlight. Four alarms were 
sounded for the Ericsson. 

The fight on the Normandie fire was 
directed by the late Commissioner and 
Chief Patrick Walsh. Another former 
commissioner and chief, John J. McFl- 
ligott, in charge of fire protection for 
the Todd Shipbuilding Company was a 
spectator at the passing of the Nor- 
mandie. The struggle to save the 
Ericsson was directed by Chief of Staff 
and Operations. Frank Murphv, with 
New York’s Fire Commissioner Frank 
B. Quayle standing by. 

The Ericsson is a twin-screw motor 
ship about 20,000 tons, over 600 feet 
long and seventy-eight foot beam, with 
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a draft of forty-two feet, eight inches. 
At the time of the fire, she had hve 
decks, one of which, a former glass-en- 
closed promenade deck, had _ been 
sheathed with wooden siding as a war 
measure. 


The ship was built in 1928 for the 
Swedish-American Line in Hamburg, 
Germany, at a cost reported to be $4,- 
600,000, for the luxury tourist trade. 

For thirteen years she saw peacetime 
service as a cruise and trans-Atlantic 


passenger ship. Twice during her civil- 
jan pre-war career as a flagship of the 
Swedish-American Line, the ship 
caped with only minor damages in two 
collisions at sea. Originally designed to 
accommodate almost 1,500 passengers 
and a crew on extended, leisurely cruis- 
es, the vessel was awarded the Grand 
Prix for excellence and artistic decora- 
tion at the Antwerp World’s Fair of 
Shipping in 1930. Woods from Africa 
and Scandinavia paneled the walls and 
murals adorned the smoking and other 
lounging rooms. 

ller peacetime career ended six days 
after Pearl Harbor when the Federal 
Government seized the vessel. Later a 
reported price of $7,000,000 was paid for 
her and she was converted to a troop 
carrier to accommodate 4,000 at a sail- 
ing. For four years she wore the battle- 
ship gray service paint, carrying more 
than 100,000 troops and traveling more 
than 170,000 miles. 

The ship currently being operated by 
the United States Lines as agents for 
the Maritime Commission after the end 
of the war, was scheduled to sail from 


es- 


Pier 90 at 3:00 P.M... March 8 with a 
passenger list of 512 for Cobh, Eire; 
Southhampton and Le Havre. She car 


ried a general corgo of ship’s stores and 
three automobiles at the time of the fire, 
none of which suffered fire damage, 
however. On the day of the blaze, the 
balance of the crew, said to number 
414 at full strength, were being signed 
on, only about half the full complement 
being aboard at the outbreak of the fire. 
About eighty longshoremen were 
gaged in loading operations. 


Liner Queen Elizabeth Docked 


Across the Pier 


eR- 


The giant Cunard liner Queen Eliza- 
beth was moored the other side of Pier 
90 and scheduled to depart for England 
at 4:30 P.M. The pier was crowded 
with many of her 2,231 passengers, vis- 
itors, baggagemen, porters and crewmen 
at the time the fire was discovered. Ajp- 
proaches to the shore end of the huge 
Pier in the vicinity of 1lth Avenue and 
45th to 55th Streets were jammed with 
taxis, trucks and private cars as de- 
parture time neared. Despite the efforts 
of heavy police details at the time, this 
trafie congestion seriously impeded the 
movements of fire apparatus. 

During the fire, Captain C. G. Illing- 
worth, master of the Queen Elizabeth, 
ordered his pilot and tugboat skippers to 
be ready to move the liner into the 
North River at a moment’s notice. The 
Elizabeth’s boilers were always ready 
for operation six hours before sailing 
time. Captain Illingworth and his of- 
ficers kept a sharp watch on the progress 
of the fight to control the fire in the 
Ericsson and details of the crew are 
said to have aided in the initial fire fight- 
ing efforts. 

It was reported by Fire Commissioner 
Quayle, following an investigation by 
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Burned and Flooded Promenade Deck of S.S. Ericsson 
Fire started on this deck, swept upward into superstructure. 
All the combustibles were consumed by fire. 


Acting Chief Fire Marshall Martin Scott, 
that the fire was apparently caused by a 
short circuit in the electrical wiring. 
Chief Engineer Edward Russell of 
the Ericsson told Marshal Scott that 
periodic minor failures in the electrical 
stations and wiring and occasional short 
circuits had occurred particularly when 
the ship was running through heavy 
weather. On her last westward winter 


voyage it is said the Ericsson encoun 
tered very heavy weather. 
The fire was first discovered by a 


steward who saw flames coursing about 
the ceiling of the promenade deck alley- 
way on “A” deck about midship of the 
vessel. This is said to be the promenade 
deck that had been boarded in with 
wooden sheathing as a war measure. 
Staff Captain John G. Hart who, with 
Captain Harold Milde, former master of 
the vessel, were aboard when the fire 
started, testified that he believed the 
fire started “about the root of No. 1 
stack in the public room.” Captain 
Milde, however, said he thought it 
started in the aft brides’ quarters, but 
was at a loss to explain how it gained 
such headway. It was said by Captain 
Hart that “most of the ship’s wiring was 
new” and that since he had been aboard 
last August there had been only one 
inconsequential fire in the stowage. 


Delayed Alarm Costly 


The sequence of events following dis- 
covery of the fire are not clear, judging 
from contradictory statements of indi- 
viduals. The investigation conducted 
by the fire department officials—who 
were first on the scene and who received 
the earliest statements of crew person- 
nel, and of dockers, established a delay 
of twenty minutes between discovery of 
the fire and receipt of the alarm by the 
Fire Department. 

Officers of the liner testified before 
the Coast Guard Investigating Board 
that “the City Fire Department was a 
long time responding” to the fire. Both 
Captain Milde and Staff Captain Tohn 
Hart stated that an alarm for the City 
firemen was telephoned to the pier im- 


Note wooden sheathing above ship's rail. 


mediately after the vessel's own alarm 
was sounded. But according to the tes- 
timony given Acting Fire Marshal Scott 
by Hyman Melamed, a steward, the lat- 
ter placed the time ol discovery of the 
fire at about 2:00 P.M. He said he 
grabbed an extinguisher, but found it 
out of order. He then started shouting 
and two other members of the crew, 
Fred Dam, an assistant steward and 
Chief Officer Herbert L. Parker, came 
on the run. The three men, Marshal 
Scott was told, fought the fire for some 
twenty minutes. By that time they saw 
they were in real trouble as the blaze 
grew and was completely out of hand. 
One of them ran from the ship to the 


pier office, where the fire box was 
pulled at 2:24 P.M. 
According to testimony given the 


3oard by Marshal Scott, a member of 
the crew, Nathaniel Walker, stated that 
he was returning to the ship between 
1:20 and 1:30 P. M. the afternoon of the 
fire when he saw smoke coming from 
the officers’ quarters (amidships of the 
vessel between the stacks) and found 
some crew members on “A” deck (the 
deck below the promenade deck) at- 
tempting to use fire extinguishers. Scott 
said Walker added that he tried to use 
four different extinguishers, but none 
worked. However, no confirmation of 
this man’s testimony concerning the in- 
operation of extinguishers has been re- 
leased. 

Captain Milde claimed that City ap- 


paratus took “approximately fifteen 
minutes” to reach the Ericsson, vet 
Marshal Scott told the three-member 


3oard that he made a personal check of 
the running time of Engine 2, which is 
located at 43rd Street near 11th Ave- 
nue, seven blocks away and found it was 
one and one-half minutes. The fire alarm 
bureau received the first alarm from the 
“Class 3” box on the pier at 2:24 P. M. 

Acting Batallion Chief Thomas P. 
Hartnett of the 9th Battalion, reported 
dispatching the second alarm, which was 
logged by fire alarm headquarters at 
2:32 P.M. In view of the distance that 
had to be traveled bv the first due 
company officer, as well as Chief Hart- 
nett, to determine the extent and seri- 
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Fireboats and Tugs Attack S.S. Ericsson Fire from Waterside 
Operations at about the height of the 


huge Queen Elizabeth in background 


ousness of the fire, through the crowds 
and traffic, it is evident the department 
wasted no time in its size-up and in 
calling for additional help. Depart- 
mental reports show turther that the 
first truck company, Ladder 4, arrived 
thirty seconds after Engine 2 


\ number of fire department officials 
in addition to Acting Marshal Scott are 
of the opinion that there was fire aboard 
the ship as early as 1:30 and possibly 
1:20 P.M., which would mean a delay 
of not twenty but as much as sixty min 
utes 


Ericsson Was a Hazard 


Representative Willis W Bradley, 
Chairman of a House Merchant Marine 
subcommittee, which recently approved 
legislation extending for another year 
the Coast Guard’s power to grant waiv 
ers of safety requirements, disclosed that 
the liner Ericsson had been granted such 


a waiver of safety requirements Mr 
Bradley, former sea captain, said that 
until new ships are built, the United 
States will lag in Atlantic passenger 


shipping or must continue to send out 
ships that cannot meet safety require 
ments 

sradley said he inspected the Ericsson 
the week before the fire and soon after 
the blaze. “She never should have run 


in the first place,” he said. “She was 
too old and out of date The fire 
undoubtedly will make it more difficult 


to obtain passage of the legislation con- 
tinuing the waiver power of the Coast 
Guard, but the legislation must be 
passed ” 


Fire Department Operations 


Whatever the cause, and wherever the 
blame rested for its delayed arrival, the 
fire department faced a serious situation 
Besides the apparent fire in the more 


than block-long, and four-story-high lin- 
er, with an unknown number of passen- 
gers and crew aboard, there was one of 


$1,500,000 fire 


m the S.S. Ericsson, showing Pier 90 and the 


the world’s largest passenger liners, the 
Queen Elizabeth, taking up over 1,000 
feet of the other side of Pier 90, her 
upper works projecting above the pier 
structure, with a wind which favored 
extension of the fire to the pier and to 
the Queen Elizabeth. 

Further complicating the situation, 
was the unusual life hazard created by 
hundreds of persons already on the pier, 
more hundreds (in addition to the 
Queen’s own crew of over 1,000) aboard 
the Queen Elizabeth, and still more hun- 
dreds trying to push their way with their 
baggage onto the pier. 

The average student of fire fighting 
may not appreciate the serious problem 
presented by fire in a ship, even half the 
size of the Queen Elizabeth or the Nor 
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from nearby hydrants or even from the 
waterside bulkhead line on either side 
of the pier parallel to 11th Avenue, it 
requires almost the entire contents of 
the standard hose body of pumper or 
tender to reach from the source of water 
supply to the ship itself, without includ- 
ing the necessary lengths to cover the 
distance onto the ship and operations on 
its decks or within holds. 

The question may be asked: with 
ample water all around the pier, why 
bother with hydrants? Why not take 
suction at waterside right away? The 
answer is plain to anyone who has seen 
conditions at this and other similar 
piers: dockside areas are frequently ob- 
structed with boxed and baled goods 
and motor trucks on the land side and 
barges or other craft on the waterside 
Until a company arrives, it never knows 
what it will be up against. It is a de- 
partmental order that the first one or 
two pumpers shall take position right 
at the shore end of the pier, and bar- 
ring waterside obstructions, take draft 
and connect with the standnipe siamese 
connections. It therefore calls for quick 
action and good judgment on the part 
of incoming company officers, and of 
chief officers, to decide upon the initial 
strategy of attack on the fire. 

It was noticeable in the case of the 
Normandie fire that many companies 
stretched from the land end of the pier 
from hydrants across llth Avenue and 
as far distant as two blocks and then 
practically the entire length of the pier, 
and up the high freeboard of the ship 
or took their lines over gangways into 
ports to get at the fire. Of course, other 
lines were taken topside near the ship's 
bow and still others up onto the decks 
and roof of the pier itself. But the ma- 
jority of stretches called for practically 
all the hose, both 3-inch and 2-inch, 
that the two-piece companies carried, 
and in some cases even these supplies 
were insufficient and lines had to be 
spliced out by lengths borrowed from 
other units. In the Normandie fire all 
that made these extraordinary stretches 
possible within any reasonable time was 
the ample manpower available. The help 





mandie. lavine alongside one of these of Navy and Coast Guard personnel 
huge municipal piers—reported largest in the attack on the burning Normandie 
in the world. Owing to the distance has perhaps never been fullv appreci- 
FIRE DEPARTMENT RESPONSE 
Time Signal Company units Personnel 
2:24P 3-852-2 E 2, 54, 85 (Bt.) L 4, 21 Div. Ch. Noonan (3rd) 
7 Batt. Ch. Hartnett (9th) 
9:32 22-852 E 34, 40, 23, 26,65, 8 Asst. Ch. Conway; Batt. Ch. Dunn 
te sa 86 (Bt.) LL. 35 WT 3 Res. 1 (8th), Dep. Ch. Cashman. Fire 
Pat.: Act. Fire Mar. Scott, Ch 
Mitchell, Mar. Div. 
2:53 33-852 E 74, 1, 21, 3; L 2 Chief Murphy in command; Batt 
s Fuel Wag. 1 Ch. Kane (6th) Commissioner 
Quayle, D. C. Horwitz. 
Drs. Nilsen, Schein, Archer 
2:54 »-852-56 E 56 Capt. Irwin, Sup. Eng.; Capt. 
Jones, Apparatus: Field Kit 
5:17 44-852 E 39, 14, 16, 72 (No L) Batt. Ch. Braun (11th); 
Ch. Kidney, Bu. Fire Prev. 
3:18 »-852-18 E 18 
3-24 7-852-24 I, 24 
7-852-25 lL, 25 
5:11 9-852-21 Searchlight 1 
Changing Location 
22-852 E 47/23, 27/2, 28/65, 53/8 
L, 12/21, 22/35 
33-852 E 55/1, 13/3, 80/74 L 26/2 
44-852 FE 91/16 (No L) 
« : 6 f 87 78 


3:07P 17-26-28 I. 26 relocate L28 
3:41P 15-91-59 E 91 relocate E59 
Fire Alarm Headquarters: Disnatchers 


Kilkenny and Hannemann tadio: 


Redmond, Hearn, Rohe, Milmore, Walker, 


Margaret McLaughlin. 
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ated by the man on the street, although 
New York firemen who battled that 
blaze were aware ot it. 

[he situation at the Ericsson fire 
was different. Even if the first alarm 
and later companies preferred to follow 
the strategy used in combatting the 


Normandie fire, and stretch down pier, 
it would have been almost impossible 
due to the traffic jam and confusion. 
Many hydrants were unapproachable, as 
vantage spots along much of the 
It has been a marvel to this 
New York’s ladder truck 


wert 
bulkh¢ ad. 
observer how 


drivers and tillermen managed to get 
their tractor trucks anywhere near the 
ntrance of the pier. Incidentally, the 
Ericsson’s position, unlike that of the 


Normandie, did not permit raising aerial 
extension ladders to her prow. Over 
150 crewmen and Navy personnel were 
emoved from the burning Normandie 


down two such ladders early in the 
fire Had the Ericsson been located 
at the extreme land end of the long 


pier, the process might have been dupli 
cated. 

Wherever and whoever the orders 
came from, there appears to have been 
a quick size-up and no delay in reaching 
the decision that, to many 
uppeared to be the only correct 
drive the apparatus right out into the 
pier shed and take suction over the dock 
side while utilizing the pier’s standpipe 
system, supplied from the land-end by 
fire department pumpers. 


observers, 
one 


With a good start, the flames first 
spread aft and then forward up ele- 
vator shafts into the officers’ quar- 


ters (just below and aft of the bridge) 
and from the promenade deck to the 
other promenade and boat decks. In 
her conversion to wartime sections 
of the ship had been fitted with multiple 
bunks in tiers and combustible partitions 


use 


had been installed, together with the 
wooden storm windows and bulkheads. 
The covering of the steel stanchions 


also was flammable and this all provided 
ample fuel for hot fire and rapid exten- 
The fire proved particularly stub- 
born when it reached the officers’ quar 
ters forward of amidships, and firemen 
received severe punishment in this 
phase of the battle. Members of Res 
cue 1 donned masks to aid them in 
reaching the seat of the smoky blaze. 
Meanwhile, on the waterside, another 
phase of the fight was being waged. The 
first due fireboat, the Duane (Engine 


sion 


85) took almost the same position on 
the Fiicsson that she occupied in the 
Normandie fire—about midships of the 
burning vessel—where she swept the 
burning upper decks with heavy streams 
\ flee. of railroad and other tugs, nosed 


in beside her, operating their monitor 


nozzles. 


rhe fireboat Harvey (Engine 86) lo 
cated at the pier’s end. Lines of 3! 
inch hose were stretched to the ship. 
supplying 2'%-inch lines through wyes. 
Three Coast Guard cutters also were at 


the scene. 


By 3:00 P. M. firemen were able to 


carry the attack aboard the ship itself 
Soon after that, having in mind the 
aftermath of the Normandie fire, Chief 


Murphy and Commissioner Quayle or- 
dered all streams that were operating 
trom the dockside and pier shed decks 
and roof to be shut down. As soon as 
If was evident the land companies could 
handle the blaze, the tugboats shut down 
and the fireboat barrage was reduced 


Taking no chances that the 
water pumped into the ship would cap 
size her, at the frst perceptible list the 
crew battened down all lower ports and 


tons ol 


lower gangways were removed and 
cargo ports sealed so that even at se- 
vere list, no water would enter. Portable 


pumps were ordered to be in readiness 
to start pumping out the water, and soon 
after 5:45 P. M. when Chief Murphy 
officially declared the fire “out,” these 
units were put to work. Further danger 
of overload was eliminated by opening 
up the superstructure and deck scuppers 
to direct impounded water overboard. 
The light starboard list was soon cor- 
and restored to 


rected the ship even 
keel. 
Few Injuries 
It is considered remarkable that de 
spite the strenuous fire fighting, with 


so many personnel involved, and the 
congestion and confusion, so few per 
sons were injured. Only two of the 
200 and more firemen engaged in opera- 
tions were injured. They were Firemen 
John R. Donovan of 
degree burns of the head, and Franklin 
P. Screder, Engine 16, struck by debris 


Rescue 1, second 


Rubon Soto, steward and Chief Off 
cer Herbert L. Parker suffered smoke 
inhalation and were sent to hospitals 


Pandallo, 
the pier 


but discharged later. Dominic 
dock worker, was treated on 
for burns of the eye. 


Ship Reported Total Loss 


On March 12 the Maritime Commis 
sion announced that, following inspec 
tion of the ship’s damage, the liner will 
not be returned to service. She was 
towed away’ from her pier on March 
llth to Pier 18, Staten Island, to await 
her final disposition. 

According to members of the Com 
mission, the expense of repairing and 
converting the 19-year-old vessel would 
not be justified because of her age and 
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extremely hard usage during the war. 
Just what the final damage estimate 


will be is not disclosed, but members 
of the Commission tentatively set it at 
$1,500,000. It is said, however, that in 
view of the decision not to refit her, 


the estimate will be ten times that fig 
ure. 


Two-Hour Fire on Liner George 
Washington 


The Jersey City Fire Department, un- 
der Chief Frank Ertle, successfully 
quelled a threatening fire aboard the 
Army transport George Washington, 
veteran troop carrier of two World 
Wars, March 20, 1947. 

Che fire originated in the 
structure of the 24,000-ton 
according to Chief Ertle, caused “con- 
siderable damage” to the _ officers’ 
lounge before it was controlled by ten 
fire companies responding to two 
alarms, and aided by two New York 
fireboats and Coast Guard cutters. 

The George Washington was moored 
on the north side of Chapel Avenue 
Pier, Caven Point, Jersey City. Direct- 
ly aft of her was another transport, the 
President Tyler, which was not dam- 
aged. Tugs stood by during the fire, 
ready to move both ships, if necessary. 
Crewmen of an Army dredge discovered 


rire 


ait 
vessel 


super- 
and, 


the fire and notified Brooklyn Army 
Jase, which sent the alarm to Jersey 
City Fire Headquarters. The second 
alarm was sent at 4:13 A. M. 


Both the George Washington and the 
President Tyler are due for decommis- 
sioning and the former was scheduled 
to sail the following Tuesday for Bal- 
timore. 

The George Washington, 38-year-old 
former German liner, was seized by the 
Government in World War I. She later 
carried President Wilson to the Paris 
Peace Conference. The historic old lin- 
er should not be confused with the new- 

(Continued on page 240) 


Another War Transport—the George Washington—Damaged by Fire 


Jersey City firemen, under Chief Frank Ertle control threatening fire on historic old former German 


ship 


Note department’s use of aerial ladders to reach structure 


from large open pier 








232 


DOWNTOWN WILKES-BARRE 
THREATENED BY STUBBORN FIRE 


Five Communities Aid Local Firemen to Control 
Costly Fire Starting in “Five to Dollar” Store 


IR vinati in t basement of 
Neisner Brother i to-a-Dollar Store 
it 41-49 Sout Main Street, Wilkes 





Wilkes-Barre 


Fire, startit t ve to dollar sto 

it f Blaz w topped at Lazaru 
Barre, Pa., March 2, spread to adjoining 
structures and before being controlled 


by the Wilkes-Barre Fire Department, 
aided by apparatus and firemen from five 


adjoining communities, threatened to 
wipe out the downtown business district, 
and did damage in excess of $700,000 
Destroved was the Neisner store, or 
cupying the first floor of a three-story 
brick building, having 90-ft. front and 
extending 200-ft. through the block, to 
gether with the following other occu 
pancies the \llen Dress Shop, Wallace 
Music Studios, Davidorf Jewelry Store, 
Paris Beauty Shop, Alexander Murray 
Art School and Bertl old Studios \part 
ments of eight families living on the 
third floor also were burned out. Dam 
aged by fire smoh and water were 
MecCrory’s Stores Cor 33 South Main; 
Lerner’s Shops, 35 South Main; A. S. 


Beck Shoe Corporation Store, 39 South 
Main: and Lazarus Department Store, 
57-59 South Main Street. Fire also com- 
municated to Whalen’ Drue Store, the 
Veteran's Peanut Shoppe and Loebel’s 
Dress Shop, all on South Main Street. 
but firemen were able to control the 


advancing flames in these occupancies. 
The cause of the fire is unknown, but 
firemen responding under Deputy Chiet 


Stanley Williams, on a still alarm re 
ceived at 4:07 P.M., found evidence of 


considerable fire in the Neisner Store, 
> 


and Chief Williams sent in Box 58 at 
4:09, followed by a general alarm at 


took charge and directed operations. 


Photo by Ace Hoffman Studios 
Fire at Its Height—Flames Going Through Neisner Roof 





FIRE ENGINEERING 


came apparent, Chief Saricks called for 
aid from outlying communities. Volun- 
teers responded promptly from Ed- 
wardsville with a 750 GPM pumper un- 
der command of Chief Hugh Jones; 
Kingston sent a 750 GPM pumper, ser- 
vice truck and light unit, in charge of 
Chief Harry Weir; Forty Fort sent men 
commanded by Chief Jack Richard; the 
City of Pittston sent men under Chief 
Robert Mitchell, and Nanticoke rushed 
a crew under Chief Joseph Lynch. In 
Scranton, Chief Evans had two cor 
panies standing by, ready to respond, 
Plymouth also “stood fast.” 


Chief Sarick’s problem was not so 
much lack of apparatus as of manpower. 
All off-shift men were recalled under 
Deputy Chief Lester Daly. 


Women Taken Down Ladders 


Initial efforts of the firefighters were 
directed at getting at the seat of the 
fire in the Neisner Store basement, and 
removing occupants of the third-story 
apartments. Five women were brought 
down ladders on the South Main Street 
front of the building, while a couple 
and their five children, and another wo- 
man fled down fire escape. 

Streams directed into the basemen 
through sidewalk openings had little ef- 
fect, and the fire soon involved the en- 
tire structure, finally breaking through 
the roof of the Neisner building to shoot 
100 feet into the air as it collapsed. 
Early in the fire a deck pipe was oper- 
ated from the South Main Street side 
into the Neisner Brothers Store, and 
this was later augmented by a ladder 
pipe operated as a water tower by mem- 
bers of Ladder 6, first-due truck com- 
pany. 

At about 11:15 P.M., the fire ate its 
way through the Neisner Store walls 
into the Whelan Drug Store and within 
half an hour had communicated to 
Obici’s Veteran’s Peanut Shoppe. The 

(Continued on page 248) 





Photo by Ace Hoffman Studios 


Scene of Wilkes-Barre $700,000 Fire the Following Morning 
srother’s Store, with second floor shops and studios and top floor apartments burned out. 
Lazarus Store at extreme left. First-due Engine 1, twenty-three-year- 
old veteran, during her nineteen-hour pumping stint 
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DELAYED WATER IMPROVEMENT 
RESULTS IN BIG WESTBORO FIRE 


After Years of Warning by Fire Chiefs, Town 
Suffers $500,000 Loss and Two Industries 


By Henry T. Hanson 


| HE entire town of Westboro, Mass., lem of water supply has long been a 


(6500 population) was threatened by a_ controversial subject in the town. The 
$500,000 fire on March 4, which totally now-retired Fire Chief William Blois, 
destroyed two factories employing 600 had for years carried on a relentless 
people, a two-family dwelling and campaign for an improved water sys- 
caused serious damage to three filling tem; many times in town meetings he 
stations, a diner and the dwelling adja- had predicted just such a disaster as 


station. Minor damage 
was caused to several other dwellings 
and to the fire station itself. 

[he fire started in the picker room of 
t Wheatly Products Co. engaged in 
the manufacture of furniture stuffing 
from discarded Navy rope. This firm 
occupied part of the old Plymouth Hat 
Co. pliant, a four-story wooden frame 
structure 140 x 40 feet, located on 
Philips Street in the most thickly settled 
part of the town (Plant No. 1 on the ac- 
companying diagram). 

[he alarm was sounded from a street 
box at 2:42 P.M. almost immediately 
upon discovery. The employees were 
evacuated without panic or injury. 

Response was quick, the fire station 
being only fifty yards from the scene 
and most of the callmen being employed 
in the two factories. 

The Westboro Department personnel 


ent to the fire 


consists of a chief, two assistants, thirty- 
hve men on call and two permanent 
drivers. Equipment includes one 500 
and oe 750-gallon pumper, a 750-gallon 
quad and a light forest fire truck. The 
hose supply is good and the department 


is well equipped with minor tools. 
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occurred. Late last year he finally suc- 
ceeded in having an appropriation of 
$380,000 passed for the installation of an 
additional high pressure reservoir, new 
large size mains and high pressure type 
hydrants. He was named chairman of 
the committee to carry out the project 
and ironically, the material and equip- 
ment for the job had already been de- 
livered at the time of the fire. 

If this system had been completed it 
would have provided, at the scene 
of the fire, a static pressure of 148 p.s.i. 
and a flow of 4000 g.p.m. at 70 p.s.i. 
residual pressure in addition to the 
present system which has a static pres- 
sure of 43 p.s.i. and a flow of 600 g.p.m. 
at 5 p.s.i. residual. 

Available water at the hydrants was 
considerably cut down by the opening 
of a large number of heads of the 
flash 


sprinkler system actuated by the 





View of Plymouth Hat Factory Within Fifteen Minutes After Alarm 


° Fire started in this end of plant (See other photo. At base of chimney is shown the cement walls still 
Lack of Water Serious standing. It was within these walls that the fire started, on the first floor). Notice here, the fire is 
: . 2 one mass on third and fourth floors, while the first and second had not started to go to any noticeable 
Firemen were handicapped from the extent. This is apparently because the fire started within fireproof walls and went upward through 
start by a poor water supply. The prob- ceiling. This view faces approximately northeast, off Grove Street. 
fire, fed by the dust and lint of the 
picker room. The sprinkler systems of 
SUMMER 37. both plants were fed by the six-inch 
GRAFTON. | main on Philips Street (see diagram). 
500 ENG. , 7 : 
Immediately upon sizing up the situa- 
tion, Chief George D. Higgins sent calls 
for out-of-town aid, bringing in pumpers 
a from Shrewsbury, Grafton, Hopkinton, 
g Upton, Worcester, Southboro, Marlboro 
¥ IGARAGE and Northboro. 
¢ L— NORTHBORO MARLBORO The Westboro 750 g.p.m. pumper 
OINER GAS STA GAS STATIONS 500 ENG. 750 ENG. hooked up to a hydrant on Philips 
1 / MILK SF a Street, stretching out with two 300-foot 
lines, one using a fog nozzle, the other 
19 a regulation type with a l-inch tip. This 
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Sketch Shows Location of Pumpers at Westboro Fire 


first able to obtain a 
good supply of water because of the 
proximity of the ten-inch main on Milk 
Street. Although they made a desperate 
attempt to control the fire in the factory 
building, the men were driven from their 
position by the intense radiant heat 
when the flame broke out the windows 
and roared up the dry wooden clapboard 
walls. Several men were burned on the 
face while moving the pumper to safety 
after it had caught fire. 

The flames quickly spread to the plant 
of the Westboro Underwear Co. (No. 2 
on diagram) and also involved the two- 
family house to the south. on Philips 


company was at 
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Morning-After View of the Ruins, Taken from Philips Street, Looking Eastward 


Tallest chimne n the left bout 100 feet high and belongs to Westboro Underwear Co. plant, 

which stood or rner, to the lef Other chimney, about 75 feet high. belongs to the plant formerly 

known as the Plymouth Hat ¢ factor Notice the fire station tower near base of the tallest chimney. 
Ihe fire station was two doors away from underwear plant 

Street. The southerly progress of the unable to obtain any water from their 

fire was halted at this point by the crew taps anywhere in town. 

of the Westboro quad which was con- The Northboro 500 g.p.m. pumper, 


nected to a hydrant on the six-inch 
main on Philips Street, supplying two 
lines of 200 feet each, one with a l-inch 
tip, the other with a %-inch tip. The 
water supply at this point was none too 
good, the pump operator being forced 
to keep his discharge pressure below 
O00 p.s.1. 

The Westboro 500 g.p.m. pumper was 
set on Grove Street to cover exposure 
of dwellings that backed up to the fac 


tory lot. This hydrant proved to be al- 
most worthless as it was on a dead-end 
six-inch main feeding three lines of 300 
feet each, and each nozzle fitted with a 


¥%-inch tip. This pump operator was un 
able to the discharge pressure to 
fifteen pounds and these lines had to be 
shut down and replaced with a stretch 
of small forest \ugmented by 
some of the out-of-town companies using 


raise 


fire hos« 


booster tanks, this crew was able to 
stop the eastward progress of the fire 
with only slight damage to the houses 
on Grove Street and the fire station at 
the corner of Grove and Milk Streets 
With the involvement of the second 
factory building, all attempts to hold 


down the fire in the two plants had to 


be abandoned due to the shortage ot 
water, although the Westboro Depart- 
ment has several heavy deluge sets 
which could have been employed othet 
wise 

Meanwhile, efforts were being made 
to check the northward progress of the 
flames, which had been carried by a 
brisk wind across Milk Street and had 


involved three gasoline filling stations, 
a diner and a number of houses on Sum 


mer Street. A good stream was brought 
to bear on the northerly side of Milk 
Street by the crew of the Marlboro 750 
g.p.m. pumper which had located in the 
square, leading out with 1,000 feet of 
hose with a l-inch tip. This engine was 


able to maintain a discharge pressure of 
230 pounds at all times, being set closest 
to the twelve-inch main from the reser 
voir. All during, the fire the residual 
pressure in this main was below 5 p.s.i. 
It is reported that householders were 


connected to the hydrant on Milk Street 
almost in front of the fire station, which 
is fed by the ten-inch main, and the 
crew worked two lines of 850 feet each, 
one having a l-inch tip and the other a 
44-inch tip, at between 125 and 150 p.s.i 
with practically no residual pressure on 
the main. 

Hose 2 of Grafton, a 500 g.p.m. pumper 
took the hydrant at the corner of Sum- 
mer and Philips Streets and stretched 
700 feet of hose, with a 1%-inch nozzle, 
the only large size nozzle used. The wa- 
ter supply was no better here than else- 
where, the highest discharge pressure 
possible being 100 p.s.i., which could 
hardly be called satisfactory for this 
layout. 

At no time were all of these lines 
worked together, as it was necessary to 
keep some lines shut down in order to 
allow others to use the available water 
in more advantageous places. 

Companies not set up at hydrants 
used their booster tanks to extinguish 
spot fires in dwelling houses that com- 
pletely surrounded the fire area. 

Many fire officials from large cities 
who viewed the scene were loud in their 
praise of the fine stop made in such a 
thickly settled locality, under such ad- 
verse conditions, It was apparent that 
nothing but hard work and resourceful- 
ness of the fire department prevented a 
general conflagration that might have 
wiped out the whole town. 


Reasons for Spread 


there were several 
reached such pro- 


Like all large fires, 
reasons why this one 
portions 

The first was the hazardous occupa- 
tion carried on in a building of virtual 
tinderbox construction 

The second contributing cause to the 


heavy loss was the inadequate water 
supply and as stated before, this con- 
dition was soon to be corrected. How- 


ever, the fire attests the wisdom of the 
old proverb of “Time and tide—and fire 
wait for no man.” 
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Columbus Firemen Catch False 
Alarm Sender 


In Columbus, Ohio, a series of tele- 
phone false alarms which reached a to- 
tal of almost fifty was ended with the 
arrest of an eighteen-year-old youth 
who confessed quickly when confronted 


with the conclusive evidence produced 
by the Columbus Fire Department, 
Chief C. W. Ogborn reports. 

Much difficulty was encountered in 


apprehending the culprit because of the 
dithculty of checking alarms received by 
telephone. Fire department operators 
were able to recognize the voice of the 
false-alarmer as being the same in all 
calls, but were unable to locate and 
identify him—that is, until investigators 
of the Fire Prevention Bureau set up 
the system that finally trapped the of- 
fender. 

The procedure followed was to make 
a list of every person who might be a 
possible suspect; this included every one 
who had been arrested by the fire de- 
partment for any cause, traffic violators, 
false alarm offenders, violators of fire 
prevention ordinances; it even included 
a former fireman who had been dis- 
charged. 

The list containing addresses and 
telephone numbers was given to the fire 
alarm operators with the instructions 
that when the voice was recognized, one 


of the operators was to use another 
‘phone and dial one of the telephone 
numbers on the list to check if that 
person’s phone was busy while the 
alarm was being turned in. If a busy 
signal was heard, the operator was to 


check again as soon as the person turn- 
ing in the false alarm had completed his 
call to the fire department. If no busy 
signal was heard on this call it would in- 
dicate that a person at that number had 
been talking to the fire department. The 
procedure was slow because the check 
could be made only while a false alarm 
was being turned in. 

Call after call was made but several 
weeks passed before a busy signal was 
heard. The re-check showed the line 
clear immediately after the false alarm 
call was completed. 

The investigators then had something 
to work on. A voice-recording instru- 
ment was connected into the fire depart- 


ment switchboard and the alarm oper- 
ators began recording all telephone 
alarms. 

Several alarms were recorded before 


any further action was taken. The next 
step was to get a recording of the voice 
of the suspected person. This was done 
by calling and engaging him in a lengthy 
conversation. A comparison of the re- 
cordings showed conclusively that the 
voices were identical. The offender was 
then brought into the office of the fire 
department and readily confessed when 
faced with the proof. He was found to 
be a parole violator and fined fifty 
dollars and ordered placed in the cus- 
tody of the State until he was twenty- 
one years old. 


Volunteer Companies Organized 


The communities of Al Tahoe and 
Bijou, California, have organized new 
volunteer fire departments and funds 


have been raised to purchase fire appa- 
ratus and equipment. New fire stations 
are to be erected. V. P. BARTLEY 
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se | CHEMICALS AND CLOTHING MAKE !2svclcisgisio 





: raised to 175 PSI and to 200 at 8:27. | 
_ S$ MO K Y S | V E ™ A L A ie Mm faa we € At 8:28 the fourth alarm was converted 
tele- : A. . , 
: ; into a fifth by Mr. Redmond, Supervis- 
4 a j : : : ing Dispatcher at Fire Alarm Head- 
he : No One Injured in One of New York's Most ——— ge Engine nF . the 
_ in only fourth alarm unit available, due to 
| ne Spectacular Fires; Loss May be $1,500,000 simultaneous alarms at the time. The 
ae: synthetic fifth alarm produced one extra 
—— A Staff Report company. 
All told, two fireboats and_ thirty 
, ae R pieces of fire apparatus, manned by 
Phe cvs IRE of undetermined origin provided Engines 10 and 6 to fill in. The location about 250 firemen were employed in 
a by i New York’s firefighters with one of is within the city’s high pressure dis- controlling the stubborn, smoky fire. 
ators their toughest assignments in recent trict, and at 8:00 A.M. the pressure was The two boats, the Fire Fighter and 
r me years, beginning shortly before break- raised to 150 PSI, at which time Water the Abraham S. Hewitt, were moored at 
n all J fast, March 13, and continuing for three Tower 2 was special called, W. T. No. 1 (Continued on page 248) 
and hours, before Frank Murphy, Chief of 
ators Statf and Operations of the Department, 


| called it under control. 

The scene was a five-story brick, old- 
style warehouse at 243 South Street, 
near the East River. The structure 
contained reputedly valuable stocks of 

one chemicals, medicinal products and tons 
of clothing scheduled for early shipment 

to Poland’s destitute Jews. The build- 

hre ing which, with its contents, was con- 


tors, 








uded | sidered a_ total loss, with damage 

dis- J amounting to from $500,000 to $1,500,- 
000, fronts about fifty feet on South 

and Street and runs back about 200 feet to 

fire § Water Street where there is another 

Hons entrance, It stands in the shadow of 

one the Manhattan Bridge and _ directly 

ther across from Pier 30, East River. Num- 

hone bers of other similar iron-shuttered old 

that brick warehouses are located nearby, 

the presenting numerous fire hazards. 

busy Che first alarm was turned in by a 

s to pedestrian at 7:46 A.M., from Box 208 

urn- at South and Pike Streets. The second, 

1 his transmitted by Deputy Chief Henry 

busy Wende, followed at 7:52. The third was 

1 in- sounded at 7:57 with special calls for 

had 

The 

heck New York Firemen Check Chemical Blaze 

larm After Three-Hour Fight 

eral 

was 

line 

arm 

hing 

tru- 

vart- 

per- 

ione 

fore if 

next 

oice 

lone 

rthy 

re- 

the 

was 

fre 

hen i] 

1 to 

hfty 


red 








and 

1ew 

nds 

ypa- 

ons New York Firemen Surround and Drown Threatening Fire 

LEY Right: Operations at rear of South Street warehouse fire showing maze of hose lines, one water tower and pumper working off low pressure hydrant. Left: 


View from Manhattan Bridge shows exposures and fire department operations on front of building as fire is controlled 
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THIRTY STREAMS USED ON played from the roof of the building on 
the West, eight more from the Dundas 

: side and six from the Heintzman Ave- | 
TORONTO THREE ALARM FIRE nue approach, while four streams were 

directed into the rear of the building. f 
At about 8:47 P.M., Chief Sinclair 
ordered a third alarm and this comple- 
ment of companies laid out additional 





Basement Fire Involves Three-Story Structure; 





Escaping Gas Proves Troublesome lines, placing in operation a high pres- 
sure stream from an aerial ladder on § 
Heintzmann Avenue and a turret stream J ~ 
By John Karl Lee from No. 1 Salvage truck on Dundas § 
Street. Men were time and time again | 
foiled in their efforts to work into the § 
A FIRE undetermined origin, orig- den in heavy smoke, which also blan- smoke filled structure, and it was not 
inating in the basement of the Bamboo’ keted the immediate area. Ladders were until about 11:00 P.M., after flames 
Grill Restaurant at Dundas Street West raised to the two upper floors, and sev- broke through the walls near the third 
ind Keele Street in Toronto, Ontario, eral of the tenants were brought down floor, that they were successful. About 
spread rapidly throughout the old from the appartments 11:45 P.M., a large section of the roof 
three-story brick and wood structure, As the fire worked its way through collapsed, sending flames, sparks and 
causing a loss estimated at $250,000. walls and partitions, five streams were smoke high in the air. At this time Chief 
Che building involved was built in 
1891, covering an area of 60 x 200 feet, 
and in addition to the restaurant the 
ground floor was occupied by stock 
brokers’ offices, barber shop and several 
stores. The second and third floors con- 


tained apartments 

[he fire is believed to have been burn- 
ing for some time before it was dis- 
covered by an employe of the restau- 





rant, who notified the fire department ress 
by telephone \t about the same time, Also 
8:03 P.M., a citizen pulled Box 712 at i 
Keele and Dundas ei 
Chie 
By the time Engine 20, which is lo- Pete 
cated only alt i block from the fire, man 
reached the scene, the entire restaurant son 
was so heavily charged with smoke that cian 
firemen could not remain inside for any ders 
leneth of tim [wo lines were taken Tr 
. through the front door of the restaurant Abo 


off Dundas Street and District Chief 
Jack Price transmitted a second alarm 
from sox 712 This was received at 
8:14 P.M., bringing Fire Chief George 
Sinclair, Deputy Chief Peter Herd and 





Three-Alarm Toronto Fire at About Its Height 







































































Assistant Chief Joe Waterman. F; 
Second alarm companies found upon Flames bursting through roof ot downtown three-story brick and wood structure, about 11:45 P.M., ing 
arrival that the entire building was hid- as firemen employ ladder pipes and turret guns to confine fire. $64.. 
over 
Sinclair ordered all men out, as the 1946 
| — front wall began to buckle and soon lalie 
+ eg after part of it fell to the street. About Boa 
| | [mau 12:30 A.M. the entire roof wz xone Fi 
ae % A.M. tire of was gone e 
/ » and the fire was reported under control. high 
a | During the course of the fire, firemen Jant 
| were imperiled by the melting of gas [ 
4-70 HALL meters, which released gas. Six firemen, est 
| ~— including Deputy Chief Herd, were Fire 
| wi overcome. A first aid station was estab- tabu 
= lished in a florist shop opposite the fire se fe 
- Z where firemen were treated by inhalators an 
— 5 < VACANT under direction of Fire Department mor 
= > Physician Dr. Ralph. Two men, how- of § 
sl a N LOT ever, had to be hospitalized. F 
a | = = Third alarm companies began to pick [J Feb 
- & z up about 3:00 A.M.; and two hours later } = incr 
y . uw the second-alarm assignment returned to PSA 
a = quarters. For almost a day one pumper peri 
" and crew remained at the scene as a I 
——— precaution against further trouble. Extra sura 
police details were called to handle the basi 
- large crowds and the traffic. Mayor s 8 86por 
we Robert Saunders, an ardent “buff,’ ; 
[ees ] ” reached the fire with second-alarm com- 
KEELE ST w” . . art 
FIRE HALL) br} panies and complimented the depart { 
ye re ment on its battle to control the threat- 
uw ° DAMAGED — blaze. -_ , 
er Xesponses of the hire depariment were S 
~ SMOKE & WATER i as iollows: itat 
START of FIRE @ Ist alarm—2 Engine companies; one fre 
100-ft. aerial; District Chief Jack Price. J. 
2nd alarm—3 Engines; one 100-ft. Ow 
aerial: 1 City Service Truck; District T 
Sketch of Fire Area Chief McCallum. diat 
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All That Remained of a $20,000 Home After Explosion in Owasco, N. Y. 


3rd alarm—4 Engines; two aerials; 
two City Service Trucks; Salvage Truck. 
Also Emergency trucks from gas com- 


pany; Hydro Electric Co. and T.T.C. 
Chief George Sinclair; Deputy Chief 
Peter Herd; Assistant Chief Joe Water- 
man; District Chiefs McCallum, Simp- 


son and Smith; Fire Department Physi- 


cian Dr. Ralph; Mayor Robert Saun- 
ders: Chief of Police Chisolm. 
Total number of streams 30—2'-in. 


About 40 salvage covers spread. 


» ° 

February Fire Losses Highest 

Recorded 

Fire losses in the United States dur- 
ing February set a new high record of 
$64,247,000, an increase of 24.1 per cent 
over losses of $51,759,000 in February, 
1946, it was announced by W. E. Mal- 
lalieu, general manager of the National 
Board of Fire Underwriters. 

February's losses were 12.4 per cent 
higher than $57,180,000 in 
January. 

[he record February loss is the high- 
est recorded by the National Board of 
Fire Underwriters since it began 
tabulating monthly loss figures in 1929. 
sefore 1929, fire loses were estimated on 
an annual only. Previous high 
month was December, 1946, when losses 
of $58,094,000 were recorded 

Fire waste for the 12 months ended 
February 28, totaled $581,347,000, an 
increase of 22 per cent over 
$470,574,000 for the previous 12 month 
period ending February 28, 1946. 

These estimated losses under fire in- 
surance policies are on an_ incurred 
basis, including an allowance for unre- 
ported and uninsured losses 


losses of 


basis 


losses of 


Gas Blast Wrecks Home— 
Injures Six 


_ Six men were burned, four necess- 
tating hospitalization, in a gas blast and 
fire that wrecked the $20,000 home of 
J. Russell Terpening, E. Lake 
Owasco, N. Y. 

The cause of the blast was not imme- 
diately determined but was believed to 
have been due to striking of a match 


Rd., 


when there was an accumulation of gas 
in the cellar of the house. All injured 
men were engaged in the installation and 
hookup of a gas burner in the basement, 
it is reported. None of the victims was 
critically injured. 

Fire Chief Harry V. Wood, who di- 
rected the operations of two fire com- 
panies that controlled the fire which 
followed the blast, declared the house a 
total loss. The kitchen was blown away, 
as was the front porch; all floors were 
left sagging. Fire flared through the 
ruins of the 30 x 30 foot frame structure, 
consuming furnishings and some _ re- 
ported valuable antiques. 

Providentially none of the family were 
home at the time of the blast. 


Pittsburgh Wars on Hazards 


The Department of Public Safety 
of the City of Pittsburgh, George E. A. 
Fairley, Director, through its Bureau of 
Fire, William H. Davis, Chief, the 
Bureau of Building Inspection and with 
the encouragement of Mayor David L. 
Lawrence, has been carrying on an in- 
tensive safety campaign covering all 
places of public assembly and amuse- 
ment and thousands of homes through- 
out Pittsburgh. 

This is a development of the educa- 
tion and enforcement drive begun sev 
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eral years ago to encourage flameproof- 
ing of draperies, curtains, stage equip- 
ment, etc., and to check exit facilities in 
places of public assembly. 

Last year, Director Fairley felt a spe- 
cial effort should be made to:reach the 
personnel and staff of all of the City’s 
hotels and, with the cooperation of the 
Pittsburgh Hotels Association, William 
P. Gorman, president, the Department 
of Public Safety took on the task of 
training the personnel and investigating 
and removing unsafe conditions. The 
plans for the training school for hotel 
employes came into being January 17, 
1947, at a meeting of Bureau of Fire 
heads, and hotel interests. 

The first of the training activities 
have now been completed and another 
study will be instituted to further im- 
prove safety conditions. In working out 
the training program, Director Fairley 
invited the aid of members of the Na- 
tional Bureau of Standards, the U. S. 
Department of Commerce and represen 
tatives of the Mellon Institute, Pitts- 
burgh. 


New York City Apparatus 
Accidents Climb 


the Board of In- 
Asst. Chief of Depart- 
ment Timothy Donovan (Retired), re- 
leased through Fire Comimssioner 
Frank Quayle, it is disclosed that in 
1946, New York City’s Fire Department 
rolling stock was involved in 156 acci- 
(Continued on page 250) 


From a report by 
quiry, headed by 
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Blizzard Silo Filler Makes Smoke Ejector 
To the Editor: 

In your January issue of Fire Encr- 
NEERING you published a story of the 
Cody Hotel fire in this city and it con- 
tained mention of our smoke ejector. 

We have received numerous inquiries 
about this smoke ejector and we would 
like to explain that this is not hydraulic 
but actually, as you will note by the pic- 
tures I am sending, it is a blizzard silo 
filler, driven by a four-cylinder motor, 
using four ‘V’ belts. 

[If you will publish these pictures I 
am sure it would clarify the situation. 

Emory LANCASTER, 
Master Mechanic, Grand Rapids 
Fire Department 





Blizzard Silo Used as Smoke Ejector by Grand Rapids Fire Department 
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Short Cuts «a Gadgets 





NEED FOR FIRST AID 


man in the fire 


Every department 
should take at least standard course 
in first aid with either the Red 
or the Bureau of Mines. Observations 
from coast to coast indicate that first 
aid training is more prevalent in the 
volunteer departments than in the paid 
municipal organizations, but there ap 
pears to be no sound reason why paid 


one 
Cross 


firemen shouldn’t be proficient in first 
aid, regardless of whether or not their 
department has medical service avail 
able. W. B. R 


* * 


CONVENIENT BATTERY CARRIERS 


Here are a couple of suggestions to 
facilitate carrying motor vehicle batteries 


which we have adopted from Popular 








Mechanics, with the permission of the 


publishers. 
The sketch 


shows an 


upper impro 
vised strap used as a carrying handle 
that applies tension to the battery posts 
before the battery is picked up. The 
handle consists of a rubberized strap 


with metal ends of a universal type that 
fit interchangeably over either positive 
or negative posts and lock in place with 
a constant grip that will not let go acci- 
dentally. It is said this carrier is avail 
able for both the regular size and long 
batteries. 

The lower illustration shows an im- 
provised carrier consisting of a length 





of heavy wire, having a couple of 34-inch 
iron washers at each end. A hand grip 
is made by drilling a short dowel 
through the center and inserting a piece 
of wire, which is bent over the carrier 
as shown. To use this carrier, slip the 
washers over the binding posts of the 
battery and raise it. The inner edges of 
the washers will bite into the posts and 
hold firmly. 


" ‘ 


MAKING SURE OF LOCATION 

\ good practice for anyone receiving 
alarms of fire or other emergencies from 
the public, by telephone, is to ask for 


the name of the nearest cross street to 
the address given. 

Where similar names may _ occur, 
such as Wayne and Main, and where 
streets and avenues have the same 
name, or where there can be confusion 
over “NE” and “SE” or the like, the 
identification of the nearest’ cross 
thoroughfare will help prevent confu 
sion, missruns and will speed up re- 
sponse 


It is the practice on the part of many 
municipal fire alarm dispatchers and 
operators in taking telephone alarms 
where the informant gives a street ad- 
dress to ask “Near what street or 
corner is that?” Confused informants 
may not give a street number correctly, 
or the numbers, like “7” and “11” may 
be misleading to the receiver of the 
message, but by identifying the nearest 
cross thoroughfare, or nearest street 
corner, there is much chance of 
‘going wrong.’ (Suggested by Pat Hotz, 
Cincinnati Fire Department Fire Alarm 
Othce) 


less 


* * * 


TO PUT A QUICK 'SHUT OFF' 
ON A HYDRANT 

Here's an idea from William C. Peck, 
New London, which might come in 
handy in a pinch. He says: “Many 
times, in cases where a 2%-inch life 
would be too large, it is desirable to 
stretch in just a single 1%-inch line 
from a hydrant. One quick, effective 
method of hooking up is to take a reg- 
ular 2%-inch shut-off nozzle adapter 
tip* and hook it directly to the hydrant, 
then lead the 1%-inch line from the tip. 
The hydrant can then be opened up 
immediately and by using the shut-off 
on the nozzle you have a perfect means 





- 
| 
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of controliing the water supply to the 


line.” Mr. Peck adds this cheerful little 
eyeful: “Your column is tops,—keep up 
the good work.” Thank you, Brother 
Peck. 


*In some departments 1'4-inch lines are con- 


nected directly to the threaded tips of shut-off 
nozzles, using the nozzle shut-off as a con- 
venient gate.— Editor. 

* * 


The Old Timer Says— 


“Don’t forget that the control of any 
fire, conflagration or otherwise, is de- 
pendent upon the actions taken and the 
judgment used during the first few min- 


utes of the fire.” 
* + * 


A WORKING LIBRARY FOR 
FIREMEN 


Evidence that firemen—particularly 
volunteer firemen—are taking their jobs 
more seriously is found in the increasing 
orders for text books and manuals ap- 
pertaining to the business of fire protec- 
tion and fire prevention. One of the 
latest of the forward-thinking volunteer 
companies to launch its own fire service 
library is the Riverside Hose Co. No. 4 

a progressive unit of the Tarrytown, 
N. Y., Fire Department which publishes 
its own well-edited house-organ and 
conducts a perpetual public relations 
campaign in its bailiwick. 

With the increasing post-war promo- 
tional examinations, and the advanced 
training programs, ‘working’ libraries in 
fire companies take on added impor- 


tance. 
* * * 


The Old Timer Says— 


“In spite of the commonsense order that 
members of engine companies shall not 
ride the side o' apparatus, pumpers or hose 
wagons, goin’ to or returnin’ from alarms 
yuh still hear about one of ’em being 
knocked off an’ carted to th’ hospital.” 


* * * 


HANDY HOSE BUNDLE 


One of our California readers, W. H. 
sarmesberger, of Monterey, sent in this 
idea which seems to rate a mention. It’s 
for making up a _ neat hose bundle 
(yclept ‘doughnut’ to some). 

Says he: “This handy rack for mak- 
ing a hose bundle for 200 ft. of 1%4-inch 
hose is easy for one man to carry. You 
simply put six three-quarter inch pegs 
in holes, then piace a piece of plywood 





along each side, fold (flake) the hose 
back and forth about two feet high. 
When tied with three hose cords, this 
makes a tidy, convenient bundle.” 
Thanks Brother Barmesberger. 
’ ” | 
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JUVENILES — AND ARSON 


J. VENILE delinquency is rated 
one of the nation’s worst post-war 
And it is related directly to the 
and its heavy fire 


evils. 
nation’s fire service, 
losses. 

Just how serious the combination 
of irresponsible juveniles and fire has 
become is set forth in this issue of the 
Round Table. 

Scarcely a single respondent among 
those chiefs queried on the subject 
but what has experienced numerous 
cases of juvenile fire setting in his 
community. Some of these set fires re- 
sulted in heavy loss of property—and 
in certain instances of lives. 

What’s the answer? Here, there is 
less agreement on the suggested cures 
than there is on the effects of the 
disease. 

This topic is sufficiently important 
to warrant its continued study. For 
this reason, readers are invited to 
send in their comments with support- 
ing facts and figures, if possible, for 
inclusion in the further installments 
of this Round Table. Address com- 
munications to Round Table Editor, 


24 W. 40 Street, New York 18, N. Y. 


Discussion of the Question 


F. C. MacGillivray, 
N. S.: We had only one case during 
the past year, where a juvenile was 
found guilty of setting fire and this 
lad was responsible for three fires be- 
fore he was caught. The extent of the 
fire damage in each case varies but 
nothing, however, of major conse- 
quences. His first attempt in a one 
story frame shed resulted in the 
building being completely gutted. His 
second in a one and a half story frame 
building occupied as a garage and 
office resulted in slight damage to the 
office floor, where he had emptied the 
contents of a filing cabinet into a pile 
and set fire to it. Fortunately fire was 
discovered before gaining headway. 
His third attempt in a similar build- 
ing resulted in extensive damage. 
Total loss all buildings—$6,250. 

This lad has been punished and is 
now confined in the Industrial School 
tor Boys. 

There were two other fires of 
major proportions that occurred with- 
in a period of nine months for which 
this same lad was suspected, but it 
could not be proven. Loss in each 
case—approx. $40,000. 

This Department has also experi- 


Chief, Halifax, 


enced seven additional fires but they 
were set by children under five years 
of age, resulting in very little damage. 

My experience with juvenile arson- 
ists is very limited but my belief in 
this lad’s case is that the cause lies 
directly with the parents’ lack of 


proper guidance in rearing the child. 
His environment and the questionable 
character of his older brothers would 
also strongly influence this lad’s out- 
look on life, leading him towards 
criminal tendencies. 

The solution lies largely in an edu- 
cational programme that will reach 
everyone in the community and which 
will make him conscious of his re- 
sponsibilities and of the tremendous 
waste through fire, leading to greater 
care and safer fire habits. 


This programme is already in 
operation in our public schools with 
fire prevention a part of the school 


curriculum. 


Thomas H. Shipman, Chief, New Lon- 


don, Conn.: From January, 1946, to 
date we have had 149 fires caused by 
juveniles. None of these, however, 
developed into major ones. 

I believe that many are set by gangs 
of boys who wish to be smart and 
impress their friends, it is very seldom 
that we find one boy responsible for 
fire setting. Another cause is im- 
proper supervision by their parents. 
In cases where arrests have been 
made we find the boy is generally 
one of the so-called smart guys. 

I would suggest some type of 
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HERE IS THE QUESTION 


Have you experienced any cases 
of fire setting by juveniles dur- 
ing the past year? 


How many fires are believed to 
have occurred from this cause 
during 1946? 


Did any such fire develop into 
major ones? If so, what were 
estimated losses? 


What do you believe to be the 
basic cause of juvenile fire set- 
ting today? 


What suggestions would you 
make for correcting this danger- 
ous development. 





Calvin M. Johnson, 
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punishment by authorities that would 
impress on the boy the dangers of his 
actions and at the same time punish 
him is such a way that the other boys 
will know what has happened to him 
and thereby refrain from stepping into 
the same punishment. If loss of 
property is involved, then I believe 
the parents should be held responsible, 

I have a 


very interesting case in- 
deed. Several years ago we had an 
epidemic of fires in a large wooded 
park covering some 150 acres. At 
each of these fires a certain boy was 
noticed who in some cases even as- 
sisted in extinguishing the fire. At 


one fire we decided to leave a man to 
watch this boy. In less than half an 
hour he was seen by the man on 
watch starting another fire. After the 
fire was subdued the men gathered 
around talking among themselves and 
finally requested that I leave them for 
a few minutes. When 1 returned the 
boy was not to be seen but in the next 
few days all the boys in that neighbor- 
hood knew what. had happened to 
him. Off the record, they took down 
his pants and gave him a damn good 
licking. No more fires occurred in 
that section for the rest of the season. 
Chief, Knoxville, 
Tenn.: We have experienced several 
cases of juveniles setting fires in the 
past year. 

We have actual records of 
fires set by juveniles. 
are only those cases 
to our attention. There undoubtedly 
are others. None of these fires de- 
veloped into major fires. 

We had one such case 
years ago in which one of the three 
youngsters involved stated “that we 
wuz jus lookin for some meanness to 
get into before we went home”. So 
they set a drug store on fire “just to 
kinda aggravate ole man Brown”. 
You'd be surprised just how much old 
man Brown was aggravated. This one 
resulted in three convictions. 

However there must be a_ basic 
cause. From our experience we find a 
good many of these offenders come 
from broken homes. Sometimes both 
parents work and it seems that lack 
of parental supervision is one of the 
main causes. 

A number of years ago we had a 
case in which a large fruit and vege- 
table warehouse was seriously dam- 
aged by fire. In addition to the build- 
ing and merchandise damaged some 
six trucks were lost. This particular 
fire was set by a boy, 4 years old. Of 
course he was guided by a 16-year-old 
boy and an 11-year-old boy. 

The point is when the case came to 
trial, the mother of the 4-year-old boy, 
who had another child or two and 
was expecting another stated to the 
Judge, “I just can’t do anything with 
him.” The Judge informed her that 
he could, 

It seems that up until about a year 
or so ago the offenders were mostly 
boys. During the past year they have 
been about evenly divided between 
boys and girls. Some of them come 
from very poor homes. Others come 
from the best homes in the city and 
have had every advantage and have 
very probably been over-indulged. 

We think close parental super- 
vision; planned and supervised recrea- 
tion; and the placing of youngsters in 
a wholesome home life, one with a 

(Cantinued on page 260) 
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Overhauling the firemanic news of the day 


by 


RO! B. WOOLLEY 





Porous Plaster Fire Kills Yonkers Man 


The removal of an_ old-fashioned 


porous plaster, a hazardous task at best, 


proved tragic for 71-year-old William 
Joslyn, 37 Clinton Street, Yonkers, 
N. \ who died from second degree 
burns of the back and arm, and shock, 
after he set fire to himself in the effort 
to “unstick” the plaster 

Joslyn, who had worn an old style 
plaster on the small of his back for two 
davs, decided to remove the “sticker” 


as being no longer ethcacious before his 
“kid” brother, who is 70, awakened to 
insist on helping. Joslyn using the cus- 
tomary yank-and-pull methods got no- 
whert [he plaster stuck like a poor 
relation. So Joslyn decided more eff- 
cient methods were called for and he 


sidled backward to the open grate-door 
heat di- 


of the kitchen range, to apply 
rectly to the adherant. This, he rea- 
soned would soften it 

With a flash, the radiating heat 


ignited Joslyn’s shirt tail, then his pants, 
which had been at half-mast for the 
operation William’s startled yells 
aroused George, who bounded into the 
kitchen to help—and neighbors, who 
called the fire and police 

George beat ineffectually at the flames 
with an overcoat, then resorted to more 
direct methods. In a jiffy he doused the 
writhing rear of William with a pail of 


icy water, effectually quenching the 
flames. Firemen under Fire Chief 
William Garvin and a doctor from 


St. Joseph’s Hospital hurried the suffer- 
ing victim to the hospital where it was 
found the heat had baked on the plaster 


even more firmly. It was finally re- 
moved with chemicals, but the experi- 
ence and injuries were too much for 
Joslyn, who died a day later. (Thanks 


to the many readers who sent this item). 
* . 


Hot Pants! 

In Milwaukee, Wis., Janitor James 
Jenedict lost his pants because he had 
the welfare of his apartment building 
tenants at heart. 

When he jumped into the hopper of 
his furnace stoker to pack the coal down 
to insure more heat, his pants became 
entangled in the worm gear and, before 
he escaped, his underwear was gone, 
too. He was treated for friction burns 
and bruises—and a red face! 

Deponent saith not how the Brothers 
extricated him, but that Milwaukee 
Rescue Unit, which carries about every 
imaginable “first aid” tool evidently had 
the equipment for the task! 

* * * 


Diet Causes Fire? 


"un to the 
It’s about a 


Goat's "Light" 
Add _ this 


\mericana: 


Ripley-esque 
goat, his diet, 
a minister and a fire, and comes from 
“bjgarson” of Rockford, IIl. 

The Rev. Peter P. Powder of Rock- 
ford, says our contrib’, didn’t put much 
stock in reports of the varied diet of 
goats—at least prior to Jan. 19. last. 

Then, according to Assistant Fire 
Chief William N. Weir, two barns, 
packed with hay and straw and contain- 


ing quarters for three of the minister’s 
goats, were destroyed by fire. 
When Chief Weir quizzed the min- 


ister on the possible cause of the fire, 
the Rev. Mr. Powder remembered that 
several days previously he’d seen one 
of his milk goats chewing on insulation 
on electric wires in his barn. 

Weir officially reported that the fire 
was due to “short circuit in wiring,’ 
adding that one of the three goats was 


lost in the blaze. Shocked to death, 
mebbe? 
* * * 

Fire Proves Noah's Ark Bedlam 

Milton, Mass., firemen experienced 
one of their busiest days, with fifteen 
alarms—but found time to stage one of 
their greatest and noisiest mass rescue 


operations in fire-fighting annals. 

Responding to an alarm for a fire in 
the home of Miss Amy Blanchard, the 
firemen, entering an ell of the house 
were greeted by a veritable cacophony, 
or, in truckhouse English, with a hell of 
a racket. Two hundred frightened cana- 
ries chirped, cheeped and warbled; 100 
parakeets screeched and squawked and 
more than 100 other types of birds add- 
ed their varied voices to the vociferous 
discord. An appropriate accompaniment 
was furnished by some barking dogs 
and several hundred squeaking white 
mice. 

Utilizing the bucket-passing 
nique, in reverse, the Brothers 
the caged birds and mice to safety. 
needed was the open 


tech- 
moved 
All 


the dogs to see 
door. 
Miss Blanchard, who raises and sells 


birds, mice, and what-have-you, was ab- 
sent at the time of the alarm. However, 
when she later arrived and called the 
roll, the entire menagerie was “present 
and accounted for. The fire caused 
damage of $3,000. (Thanks, Southworth 
Lancaster.) 
* * 


Hot Off the Tape 


In Philadelphia, three youths ventured 
out on the ice-cluttered Delaware River 
in a rowboat and ran into more trouble 
than George Washington. Their craft 
jammed in the ice, marooning them un- 
til a fireboat finally reached ’em. . 
Speaking of extra-curricular work of the 
Brothers, a nice orchid to Sergt. Harold 
Present, and the crew of a St. Louis 
ladder company, which swung their 
metal aerial out over an old quarry, to 
lower the Sergt. down 250 feet where 
he ‘rescued’ chow dog pup that had 
been marooned there for three days. ... 
An ether explosion, followed by fire, 
wrecked a chemical lab’ at Walter Reed 


Hospital, Washington, D. C., injuring 
three persons, none of them firemen. 
; James Burchard, 42, newspaper 
sports writer of New York, owes his 


life to his dachshund pup Schultz, which 
aroused him when fire swept his bed- 
room on the 10th floor of a Knicker- 
bocker Village apartment. Burchard was 
overcome by smoke; “Schultz” was un- 
hurt. ... Howard D. Delaney, Western 
Electric Company engineering analyst, 
was awarded a Vail Medal for heroism 
for saving a child from fire a year ago 
at the Company’s Newark offices. He 
smothered flames in the clothing of 
Joanne Walsh, daughter of a Newark 
In another case where a fire- 


family. ... 


FIRE ENGINEERING 


man saved boys on an ice-filled river, 
we award an orchid to Fireman Rudolph 
T. Klette of Engine 63, the Bronx, New 
York. Off duty, driving with his wife 
and youngster on the Bronx River 
Parkway, opposite 229th Street, he 
found persons intent on a hole in the 
ice, and was informed two boys had 
fallen into the water. He plunged in, 
and with help of a rope brought the 
victims to shore. The boys had slid 
into the river, twelve feet deep at the 
point, trying to rescue a sled. All re- 
covered Emma Pippen, aged 80, of 
Trenton, N. J., died from burns caused 
when she accidentally dropped a lighted 
match on her bathrobe while lighting 
her pipe. Cries of a 15-day-old baby 
in P hiladelphia warned two families that 
their home was afire. The infant and 
half a dozen adults were able to escape 
the basement blaze. In Norwich, 
N. Y., a family of eight escaped a fire 
that destroyed their farm home, while 
the Norwich Fire Department’s chemi- 
cal truck was stalled in a snowdrift a 
quarter of a mile away. 
« o* * 


Firemen Find 38 Gs in Overhauling 


This admonition about doing a thor- 
ough job of overhauling at fires paid 
dividends—or at least two members of 
the New York Fire Department hope it 
will—when Firemen Isaac Mosher and 
William Lorsch of Ladder 119, Borough 
of Brooklyn, turned up bundles of 
$1000, $500 and $100 bills, adding up to 
a dizzy total of $37,900, when they over- 
hauled a fire-scarred desk during a two- 
alarm fire at 14-18 Dunham Place, 
Brooklyn. 

Despite the claims of the head of the 


B. C. Lewis Mfg. Co., in whose plant 
the fire occurred that the money was 
his, the truckmen turned over their find 


to their superiors who took it to llth 
Division Fire Headquarters, and later, 
Acting Deputy Chief Henry C. Feuer- 
bach sent it to the police property clerk 
at Manhattan Police Headquarters. 
Lewis made formal claim to the cash 
but must prove ownership. 


The fire occurred on a Sunday even- 
ing, seriously damaging the four story 
factory building. 

* ok os 


Taxi Radio Brings Help 


In Chicago, an entire one-story brick 
building was destroyed and a watchman 
was fatally burned in a fire that would 
have spread to adjoining structures in 
the area if it had not been for a quick- 
thinking taxicab driver, Edward M. 
Fippinger, a war veteran. 

Fippinger was sitting in his cab 
watching firemen fight the blaze soon 
after 4:20 A.M., when a fireman ran up 
to his vehicle. “There aren’t any tele- 
phones around here,” the fireman 
shouted, “and we've gotta send in an 
alarm for more equipment! Drive me to 
the nearest telephone!” 

“T’ve zot two- way radio right here,’ 
Fippingcr replied, “I’ll use it.” And he 
called his Oak Park cab operator on his 
sadianhast, “The Chicago Fire Depart- 
ment wants to turn in a 5-11 and a 
special alarm,” he reported “Call them 
(fire alarm bureau) right away. (so the 
accounts quote him) 

The call was relayed from the suburb 
to the city fire department alarm head- 
quarters and the extra equipment, 
urgently needed, was there in a matter 
of minutes. Damage to the building was 
reported as $250,000. 
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Rockwood Introduces New 
"WaterFOG" Cellar Pipe 


Fire officers who have been looking 


for improved methods of applying water 
fog in cellar fires will be interested in 
this new Rockwood all aluminum-alloy 


“WaterFog” cellar pipe for fighting 





WaterFOG Cellar Pipe 


fires in ordinary combustibles and flam- 
mable liquids. It is said to be easy to 
handle in action, is sturdy, compact, 
light in weight and is resistant to corro- 
sion 

The new nozz'e is designed with arms 
that extend horizontally to prevent the 
nozzle from dropping through the hole 
prepared for it, and also to steady the 
unit when in operation. These arms can 
be folded against the nozzle for com- 
pactness in carrying. The nozzle itself 
is long enough to clear beams, joists 
and other obstructions, when inserted in 
cellar or attic. 

[The “WaterFog” head, which dis- 
charges high velocity water fog, rotates 
without leakage or friction on precision 
thrust-bearings. When in operation, the 
head revolves in dynamic balance in any 
position. 

The Rockwood “WaterFog” Cellar 
Pipe is available in 1% in. and 2% in. 
sizes for fire hose lines and is reported 
to operate effectively at pressures rang- 
ing upward from 30 p.s.i. It is the prod- 
uct of Rockwood Sprinkler Company, 
38 Harlow St., Worcester, Mass. 


Elkhart Names N. E. Distributor 

The Boston Coupling Company, of 
Boston, Mass., has been appointed New 
England distributor for the Elkhart 
Brass Mfg. Co., of Elkhart, Ind. This 
new distributor of Elkhart products will 
Maintain a large stock of fire depart- 
nent supplies, extinguishers and kindred 
items 


Extinguisher Manufacturers Elect 


Paul W. Eberhardt, vice-president of 
Walter Kidde and Company, Inc., Belle- 
ville, N. J., was elected president of the 
Fire Extinguisher Manufacturers Asso- 
Clation at their annual meeting at the 
Hotel Pennsylvania on March 21. 

George H. Boucher, vice-president of 
the Pyrene Manufacturing Company, 


Newark, N. J., was named first vice- 
president and Charles H. Stephens, 
president of the Buffalo Fire Appliance 
Corp., Buffalo, was elected second vice- 
president. Everett Warren, vice-pres- 
ident of the General Detroit Corporation 
of Detroit was made treasurer of the 
association and R. Kennedy Hanson 
was appointed secretary. 

James O. Binford, vice president of 
the American-LaFrance-Foamite Corp., 
Elmira, N. Y., and Herman W. Diener, 
vice president of the George W. Diener 
Manufacturing Company of Chicago, 


were elected to the association’s Board 
of Directors, together with the four 
othcers. 


The Association, which is made up of 
18 leading manufacturers of approved 
fire extinguishers and represents about 
ninety per cent of the productive capa- 
city of the industry, announced that the 
Union Stop-Fire Corp. of Brooklyn and 
the Badger Fire Extinguisher Company 
of Somerville, Massachusetts had been 
elected to membership. 


General Detroit To Market 
Boston Woven Hose 


_E, A. Warren, vice-president of the 
General Detroit Corp., and Harry F. 
Maxon, vice-president of the Boston 


Woven Hose & Rubber Co., announce a 
new marketing arrangement on Boston 


Woven Hose, whereby the General De- 
troit Corp. and its West Coast subsid- 
rhe General Pacific Corp., will be 


lary, 





E. A. Warren (right), Vice-President of the 
General Detroit Corp., and Harry F. Maxon, 
Vice - President of Boston Woven Hose 


& Rubber Co. 


national distributors for fire hose manu- 
factured by the Boston Woven Hose & 
Rubber Co. 

Boston Woven Hose will continue to 
be made and sold in their established 
brands—“Boston Fire Jacket” and 
“Paramount,” both of double-jacket con- 
struction, and rubber-lined; the “Milo,” 
single cotton jacket, rubber-lined; and 
the “Bull Dog” (Underwriters Ap- 
proved), available with either single or 
double jacket. In addition, the General 
Detroit Corp. will also continue to mar- 
ket its own Inner Flex fire hose. 

The new marketing arrangement is 
already in effect. 


Automatic Leveler for Ladders 

Shur-Foot, a device for automatically 
leveling and locking the footing of lad- 
ders, no matter what uneven surface 
they be on, is described in a new folder 
just issued by the Akron Steel and 
Sales, Inc., 656 West Wilbeth Road. 
Akron 14, Ohio. 
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New Water Fog Unit 


An uninterrupted supply of extinguish- 
ing agent is provided as water fog with 
the new Underwriter-approved unit now 
Inc., 


being produced by Bowser, Fort 
Wayne, Indiana, it is an- 
nounced by Fred S. Ehr- 


man, Bowser general sales 


manager. 
The unit consists of a 
fixture which connects di- 


rectly to a water line and 
contains a 50-ft. length of 
34-in. high-pressure hose 
to which is attached a fog 
nozzle, racked in figure 8 
position and swiveled on a 
swing joint mounting for 
fast removal without kink- 
ing. 

According to Mr. Ehr- 
man, the unit is unusual 
because the nozzle supplies 
finely atomized water with 
medium pressures as normally provided 
by city water systems. Laboratory tests, 
Mr. Ehrman report a 20-it. fog 
projection at 50 Ibs. nozzle pressure with 
gallonage discharge of 15.9 per minute. 
At 75 lbs. nozzle pressure, the projec- 
tion is increased to 25 ft. with discharge 
of 19.3 GPM. 





Says, 


Aluminum Ladder Literature 


“The Story of Aluminum Ladders, 


1936 to 1947” is the title of a new 12- 
page booklet just published by the 
Aluminum Ladder Co., Worthington, 
ra. 

The colorful booklet is profusely 


illustrated and contains interesting and 
instructive information about aluminum 
ladders in general and the products of 
the Aluminum Ladder Co. (originators 
of aluminum ladders) in particular. 


"Traffic Stopper" 


To meet the demands for a light- 
weight, portable warning signal, the 


Julian A. McDermott Corp., 115 E. 60th 














, 





St., New York City, has introduced the 
“Traffic Stopper.” 

[his consists of an adjustable 
ard, mounting a Fresnel lens and 
tery unit which actuates the light. 
colors are obtainable in “Traffic 
Navy Red, and White. Operating 
page 263) 


stand- 
a bat- 

Lens 
Red,” 
mech- 
(Continued on 
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Suggestion When Lease Breaking 


called up a pet shop with a 
request for 17,000 cockroaches The 
proprietor, taken aback, asked what on 
earth he wanted with ‘em 

“Well,” replied the householder, “I’m 
moving just noticed 
that my must leave the 
premises ondition in which 


\ man 


tomorrow and | 
lease savs | 


in the 
| found them.” 


salle ¢ 


Patient 


“Why stick me in the room 
with that crazy guy?” 

Doctor The ospital 1s very 
crowded. Is he troublesome?” 

Patient “T'll say Just keeps looking 
around saying, ‘No lions, no tigers, no 
elephants—and all the time the room ts 
full of them.’ 


Hint to the Lovelorn 
Mrs “[ suppose if I 


tomorrow you'd = marry 
woman immediately.” 

Mr.: “Not right away; 
rest first.” 


was to die 
some othe 


I'd take a little 


Misery 
[The young wife was feeling and look- 
ing very gloomy. 
“What’s the trouble, 
friend, a wife of ten 
inquired. 
“Oh—my 


dear?” het 
years’ standing, 
been out all 
haven't the faintest 


husband has 


the evening, and | 
idea where he is.” 

“You shouldn't worry about that,” her 
friend replied, breezily 
ably be i 
know!” 


“You'd 


miserable if 


prob- 


twice as you did 





















































duMon 








Two and Fore 
“F-e-e-t,” the teacher exclaimed. 
“What does that spell, Albert?” 
“T dunno.” 
“Well, what is that a cow has four of, 
and I have but two?” 
So—Albert told her. 
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"These Prefabricated Jobs! All | Did Was Slam the Front Door.” 


Grammar 


Lady: “Did you notice the pile of 
wood in the yard?” 

Tramp: “Yes, ma’am, I seen it.” 

Lady: “You should mind your gram- 
mar; you say you saw it.” 

Tramp: “Lady, you saw me see it, 
but you ain’t seen me saw it.” 


This is a woman’s world. When a 
man is born people say, “How is the 
mother?” When he marries, they say: 
“What a lovely bride.” And when he 
dies they say, “How much did he leave 
her?” 





“T can’t quite diagnose your case,” 
said the doctor, “I think it’s drink.” 

“All right, doctor,” the patient gravely 
replied, “I’ll come back when you're 
sober.” 


“Yep, I hed a beard like yours once, 
and when I realized how it made me 
look, I cut it off, b’gosh.” 

“Wal—I hed a face like yours once, 
and when I realized thet I couldn’t cut 
it off, I grew this beard, by heck.” 


Men learn more in the glow of the 
midnight moon than they do in the 
gleam of midnight oil—and much more 
easily. 

“Treland should be the richest country 
in the world.” 

“How is that?” 

“Her capital has 
years.” 
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PARTMENT 
_ MAYWOOD, ILLINOIS 
oS. C. SMITH, CHIEF 


TELEPHONE Marwooo O 


Mr. R.N.Smith, Vice President 
Ahrens-Fox Fire Engine Corporation 
Cincinnati, 12, Ohio 


Dear Mr. Smith: 
I would like to voice my sincere opinion regarding 


our experience with an excellent piece of apparatus - the 
Ahrens-Fox Fire Engine. 


” 
We have been fortunate enough to have one of the To give 
Ahrens-Fox pumpers in our service here since March 17, 1925, 
and can do nothing but praise it and its performance, for we 


think it is a fine piece of workmanship. 

This pumper is always ready to go, and does go, and 
we feel that we will have no trouble with it while out work- 
ing, for it is as dependable as any piece of machinery could 


possibly be. 


We know there have been many improvements on your 
later pumpers, such as four-wheel brakes, Ross Relief valves, | 
pumps, engines, etc., that we do not have on this 22-year-old | 
faithful pumper. We still can feel sure that it will pump 
well over the 750 gallons per minute that it is rated. 0 ‘ D l 
Servi 
| ervice 


Thanking you for this opportunity, I am 


Ota 9 
D.C.Smith, Chief 
Maywood Fire Department 


P 
p PUN 
cor EVERY 


PURP Ost @ A new Ahrens-Fox Model H. T.-1000 g.p.m. Twin-Triple Piston Type, Triple Combination Pumper. 


AHRENS-FOX FIRE ENGINE CORP., CINCINNATI 12, OHIO 
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The MACKINAW Coat 


( Gives You Protection and Comfort 


in Your Hazardous Work of 
Safeguarding Life and Property 


against FIRE 





Note the durability, flexibility. 
Reinforced at every point of 
strain and wear. Made for 
protection, comfort, and long 
service. 











MACKINA 
COATS and 


Protective Clothing 
by MIDWESTERN 


Our policy remains as always . . . only 
the finest material is used in Midwestern 
products. 


Raw materials to meet our rigid speci- 
fications are not available in sufficient 
quantities to supply the demand for 
Midwestern products. However, in order 
to deliver without delay, we refuse to 
buy inferior materials that will lessen 
the service you have a right to expect 
in Mackinaw Coats and all other Mid- 
western clothing. 


As a result, we are unable to keep pace 
with the demand for immediate deliv- 
eries. But we pledge ourselves to main- 


tain our reputation, 


confidence, by continuing to use only | 


the highest grade materials. 


You'll agree that the extra protection, 
built-in comfort, and longer wear you 
get in Midwestern clothing make it well 
worth while placing your order for 
scheduling into our production as soon 
as possible. There is no substitute for 


quality. 


For complete information see your Mid- 
western Dealer or write factory direct. 


MACKINAW 
ILLINOIS 


Manufacturers of the Famous MACKINAW Coats 








to merit your | 
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World Wide Fire News 


By Roi B. Woolley 








Navy Firefighters Save Mayflower 


Saved from destruction by a Navy 
fire-fighting boat crew from the Navy’s 
Patuxent River Air Station at Cedar 
Point, Md., the former presidential yacht 
Mayflower, veteran of three wars, was 
towed to Baltimore after being swept by 
flames for the third time in her fifty- 
year history. Late reports indicate that 
although fire did not consume the entire 
ship, the famous old yacht will be 
junked. 

The fire started from a backfire in a 
boiler and wrecked the fireroom, trap- 
ping a Canadian seaman. Fed by oil 
from fuel tanks, the blazing oil over- 
flowing on the main deck spread to the 
cabin area, forcing the twenty-two-man 
Canadian crew to abandon ship. 

The Navy fire-fighters, commanded 
by Commander G. L. Skidmore, how- 
ever, boarded the burning craft, and 
aided by six of the Canadian seamen, 
extinguished the fire with liquid foam 
after a ten-hour fight. 

* * * 


Guilty in Synagogue Fire 


Ivor Worth, former British officer, 
was placed on ‘probation for three years 
after he pleaded guilty to setting fire to 
flammable material near the entrance to 
a Bristol, England, synagogue. In a 
statement to police, Worth admitted 
placing gasoline-soaked rags near the 
building and igniting them because he 
felt that “a demonstration (against Jew- 
ry) should be made.” His act was in- 
spired by what he called atrocities com- 
mitted on British troops. 

a. 


WAA Aide Pulls False Alarm 


In Providence, R. L., 
schamps, inspector for the War Assets 
Administration, was assigned to the 
abandoned Walsh-Kaiser shipyards with 
instructions to “tag everything in sight.” 


Leon De- 


He was doing nicely, tagging steam 
shovels, tractors, etc., when he spotted 


a little red box on a pole in the center 
of the shipbuilding vard. 
Conscientiously, he climbed the pole 
to attach a tag—giving an extra twist 
to the knot. Came the whirring of 
wheels inside the box . . . sirens in the 
distance, growing mnearer—and more 
sirens. In a matter of split minutes, 
nine pieces of fire apparatus, including 
four pumpers and two aerial ladder 
trucks raced into the yard. Mr. De- 
schamps apologized to Fire Chief 
Thomas H. Cotter—saying it was all an 
accident. 
*x * 


Ship Fires Make the News 


Starting with the unexplained burning 
off Cape Finisterre, Spain, of the 
American-built 7,219-ton British ship 
Samwater, with loss of sixteen members 
of the crew and two _ passengers 
drowned, and twenty-six saved, ship 
fires have made the headlines since the 
first of the year. 


Two men were killed and _ several 
others injured critically when the main 
engine of the motor vessel Ben Froem- 
ming exploded while she was on a trial 


(Continued on page 259) 
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STAMINA 
for the Big Fires! 






oh galercu, 
qi dependable ) 
SINCE 1886 


WATEROUS Fire Pumps are ruggedly built for depend- 


able, hour-after-hour service. 


Standard equipment on leading makes of fire apparatus, 
WATEROUS Pumps are backed by 60 years of know- 
how engineering. Specify WATEROUS on your new 
pumper and get the many advantages of WATEROUS 
dependability. 


WIAETEROLS 


Write for your copy of the new 
WATEROUS Fire Pump Catalog. 
Complete data on WATEROUS de- 
sign easily explained by colorful illus- 
trations. 





Also manufacturers of WATEROUS Fire Hydrants. 


WATEROUS 


FIRE PUMPS 


WATEROUS COMPANY : ST. PAUL, MINNESOTA 














FIRE ENGINEERING 
Ship Fires 
(Continued from page 231) 


er U.S. Line’s George Washington, now 
in active service. 

Captain Wilhelm Johnson, in charge 
of the seventy-man maintenance crew 
on the ship, said that quick action by 
this force upon discovery of the fire, 
prevented more serious damage. He 
blamed the fire on defective wiring, say- 
ing it had started in the ceiling and 
worked downward, consuming the flam- 
mable furnishings that still remained 
following her service in World War II. 
Rescued from the boneyard shortly be- 
fore Pearl Harbor, the ship was turned 
over to the British by the Navy but the 
British were unable to use her as a 
coal-burning ship and returned her to 
the United States when this country 
entered the war. The liner was con- 
verted to an oil-burning troop transport 
at a cost of $8,000,000 and carried thou- 
sands of troops during and after the 
war in both directions before being re- 
tired to Caven Point. Recently offered 
for sale, the vessel attracted no bidders 
and she was ordered to Baltimore for 
lay-up. 


Third Costly Ship Fire—Monarch of 


Bermuda Burns 


Climaxing the chain of recent costly 
ship fires was the blaze that swept the 
22,424-ton liner Monarch of Bermuda, 
March 24, 1947, while the ship was in 
drydock for reconditioning at Hebburn- 
on-Tyne, England. 

The cause of the fire, which burned 
for seven hours before being controlled 
by more than 200 firemen, called from 
all the towns along the Tyne, Wear and 
Tees Rivers, and all available fireboats 
that could be pressed into service, was 
not determined. It is reported to have 
started on the top deck, at 4:35 A. M., 
and spread rapidly throughout the three 
upper decks of the once lavishly fitted 
liner. 

Fremen ran their hose lines over piles 
of shipyard debris and used dockside 
cranes to suspend them to facilitate fire- 
fighting operations. Five firemen were 
hospitalized from burns and smoke pois- 
oning. 

Despite the tons of water thrown into 
the ship, the National Fire Service re- 
ported after the fire that the vessel 
showed no signs of listing. The damage 
was estimated at close to $4,000,000. 

The Monarch of Bermuda, built in 
England in 1931, was being refitted at 
Palmer’s Shipyards for resumption of 
the vacation trade between Bermuda 
and New York. She was the third ship 
to catch fire on the Tyne in a month, 
the others being the Strathhard, 22,000- 
tons, and the Arunda, 9,000-tons. 

Furness, Withy & Co., Ltd., owners 
of the vessel, have issued no statement 
on the fire and reporters were barred 
from the docks, but the damage was 
described as “major” and reports are 
that it might prove more economical to 
build a new ship than to refit the charred 
hull. 

The Monarch of Bermuda was de- 
mobilized last February, after having 
carried 160,000 American. British and 
Canadian troops since 1940. In Septem- 
ber, 1934, when she was on the Ber- 
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RADIO LOCATES FIRES 














and Boston quickly sends the right equipment 





with 


Since the FCC and WPB have 
okayed radiotelephone for fire 
departments, you need no long- 
_ er lack this essential equipment. 

Boston reports its newly in- 
stalled Motorola F-M 2-way 
Radiotelephone System so suc- 
cessful, officials declare: “It is 
£) unthinkable to be without it.” 
Photo at left shows Battalion Chief, after arrival at 
fire scene, reporting to Boston Fire Alarm Head- 





Motorola Bq 2-war ravio 


quarters, shown in the photograph below. 
Originators and developers of the famous ‘““Han- 
die Talkie”, the small, portable, 2-way radio used 


on every fighting front, Motorola Radio engineers 


are also famous for the F-M 2- 
and 3-way Motorola Radio- 
telephone Systems installed 
in 33 States and in over 1,000 
communities throughout the 
United States, the Canal Zone 
and the Hawaiian Islands. 


Write or wire today for complete details, 
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KEEPS ITS FLEXIBILITY 
THROUGHOUT 
ITS LONG LIFE 











Flexibility has been engineered 
into “Streamlined” Eureka Fire 
Hose, without sacrificing long 
life. This is achieved through NM 


the Eureka Balanced 







Weave, which produces a fabric 
of correctly twisted cords 
under uniform tension. Aging 
qualities of the hose are proved 
in advance by the Oxygen 
Bomb Test, and mildew-proofing is provided 
by Eureka’s Formula “X”. 

Among the other unique advantages of every Eureka 

“Streamlined” Hose are Smooth Interior Filler Ply for 
maximum nozzle pressure, and a patented 
method of Controlled Curing which 







prevents excessive 
writhing and 
warping, permits 


easier handling 
/ 





on the ground, 
on ladders, 

or when loading 

on the wagon. 








“Por greater protection ta life and property 


EUREKA FIRE HOSE 


Division of United States Rubber Company 


1230 Avenue of the Americas Rockefeller Center - New York 20, N.Y. 
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muda run, she rescued seventy-one per- 
sons from the burning liner Morro 
Castle, which was destroyed off the New 
Jersey coast with a loss of 124 lives. 





New York Fire 


(Continued from page 235) 

Pike’s Slip and attacked the fire with 
heavy streams from the Water Street 
side. Two towers, one on Water and 
one on South Street, with numerous 
wagon pipes, were employed to deluge 
the fire from the land side, while fire- 
men poured streams into the burning 
structure from roof tops of adjoining 
structures, and from buildings across 
the street. At one time nearly a dozen 
heavy duty streams were being shot 
from windows of buildings across Water 
Street. Heavy streams were used to 
break windows and ventilate the floors 
of the very heavy concentrations of 
smoke. 

Owing to the contents and the heavy 
concentration of water on the fire, fire 
fighting operations were all external, 
Chief Murphy taking no chances on los- 
ing men through collapse resulting from 
overloaded floors. However, even these 
tactics were not enough to prevent fire- 
men taking some punishment from the 
heavy, pungent smoke generated by the 
burning chemicals and clothing. At one 
time it was feared that men on an aerial 
ladder on the South Street side would 
be overcome when they were caught in 
heavy concentrations of billowing smoke 
and fumes. At another, Chief Murphy 
ordered exposed men to back down 
ladders in a hurry. 

The heavy clouds of smoke and flame 
spiralling through the roof early in the 
fire were seen from the shore line of 
srooklyn and as far north as Fourteenth 
Strect, bringing crowds to the scene. 


Gas Masks Used 


It is reported this is one of the first 
fires of much magnitude in New York 
in which firemen donned gas masks to 
hold their positions at the nozzles in the 
early stages of the fire. Masks, how- 
ever, are not carried as standard equip- 
ment on all apparatus in the world’s 
greatest city but are regular equipment 
in the Rescue Companies. Some chiefs 
also carry them in their cars. 

Water overflowed the sewers, and De- 
partment of Sanitation men were called 
to clear the basins. Extra details of 
police were required to handle the 
throngs of curious and detour the heavy 
traffic in the immediate area. Three 
police emergency trucks and_ several 
ambulances were at the scene. Only one 
fireman was overcome and no one was 
seriously hurt in the prolonged battle. 





Wilkes-Barre Fire 


(Continued from page 232) 
fire then worked farther into Loebel’s 
Dress Shop where it was finally held. 
Several lines of hose were taken into 
Whalen’s in the effort to control the 
fire at that point. Firemen pulled the 
gi which concealed the line of the 


"Shortly before midnight, sparks were 
seen amid the smoke in the Veteran’s 
Peanut Shoppe, and lines were taken to 
this point and more ceilings and walls 
pulled in the struggle to cut off the 
creeping fire. The same procedure was 
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A COMPLETE UNIT 
FOR RURAL AND CITY 
SERVICE DELIVERED TO 
SUNBURY, PA., RECENTLY 
—_o— 
WRITE FOR FULL INFORMATION 
ON THIS UNIT OR ANY VARIATION 
TO MEET YOUR OWN REQUIRMENTS 













a 


TWIN 250-FOOT BOOSTER 
HOSE REELS 


500 GPM TWO-STAGE 
HALE CENTRIFUGAL PUMP 


SIX HUNDRED GALLON 
“L” TYPE BOOSTER TANK 





SEVEN-MAN CAB 
FULLY CLOSED 


OREN FIRE APPARATUS CO. 


ROANOKE, VIRGINIA 
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That's just what every user of a Scott 
Air-Pak finds available every minute— 
fresh—cool air! Not oxygen. Not re- 
breathed air. Not air filtered thru 
chemicals. 


That's why Scott Air-Pak users have con- 
stant vitality—clear heads—vigorous 
action! That fresh, cool air speeds and 
lightens operations at the critical time 
—and that fresh, cool air creates con- 
fidence. 


That’s another reason for the Leader- 
ship of the Scott Air-Pak—another rea- 
son for its widespread acceptance. 


A leading Safety Equipment House in 
your locality will be glad to demon- 
strate—without obligation, of course. 





Established in 1932 









NO OTHER BREATHING 
APPARATUS HAS ALL THESE 
VITAL ADVANTAGES 


| A quick-connect that cannot 
be cross threaded easily and 
quickly engaged. 


All-purpose working equip- 
ment—not just rescue appa- 
ratus. 


A regulator —proved by thou- 
sands of hours of usage. 


Fresh, cool air—not oxygen. 


No complicated training or 
practice needed. 


Absolutely clear lenses—no 
fogging. 

A gauge specifically designed 
to provide a constant check 
on available air supply under 
all conditions. 


ee 


“Co Uh W@W W 


a 


Bureau of Mines 
Approval 
No. 1308 


.. + BREATHE FRESH, 
COOL AIR IN EVERY 
BREATHING HAZARD 


SAFETY EQUIPMENT DIVISION 


SCOTT AVIATION CORP. 


215 ERIE STREET, LANCASTER, N. Y. 





FIRE ENGINEERING 


followed when fire was discovered ip 
Loebel’s Dress Shop, with firemen meet- 
ing success at this point. 

It was found that the fire had traveled 
upward from the basement of Neisner 
Brothers’ Store, spreading laterally 
along the beams of the first floor ceiling 
into Whelan’s, as well as upward 
through walls and partitions of the Five- 
to-One-Dollar establishment. It took the 
same course into the Veteran’s Peanut 
Shoppe, while spreading through verti- 
cal openings in the drug store. 

The second floor of Whelan’s store 
was occupied by offices of Lazarus De- 
partment Store, which had been badly 
damaged by smoke earlier in the eve- 
ning, but soon after midnight flames 
worked their way into this section as 


well as into the third floor over the 
Whelan store, which was used as an 
auditorium. 


Meanwhile, firemen were successful in 
preventing the extension of the fire into 
the A. S. Beck shoe store on the other 
side of the Neisner building. Had this 
establishment become involved it would 
have forced the retirement of Engine 1, 
the first-due pumper which operated di- 
rectly in front of the store where it de- 
livered four to six lines for a period of 
nineteen hours of continuous pumping. 

Early the following morning a rup- 
tured gas main under the Allen Dress 
Store ignited, giving the firefighters a 
new threat. The gas was shut off, how- 
ever, at 12:45 A.M., and a single hose 
line was able to confine the fire at that 
point. 

Shortly before this, Captain-Inspector 
Luke Corrigan was injured when a sec- 
ond floor gave way and he fell into the 
Allen Dress Shop. He was pulled to 
safety and sent to a hospital. Two fire- 
men, Lloyd George of Wilkes-Barre 
Fire Company 1 and Daniel Campbell 
of Eagle Hose Company, Pittston, were 
injured by cuts and burns and treated 
on the scene. A total of fifteen persons 
suffered minor injuries. 

Statistics of the fire— 

Seven pumpers and four ladder trucks 
operated as follows: 


Engines Hours Lines 
No. 1, American LaFrance. . 19 6 
No. 3, EE See er o< coos 12 1 
SS. ere / «+ 5 
A SE 0666-606 64 62 cee 12 2 
SW PD  cereceuecsaweres 2 1 
Kingston-Mack arta tn 6 2 
Edwardsville-LaFrance 7 1 
Ladders 
Wilks-Barre No. 6—85 ft.: No. 5—85 ft 
No. 4—65 ft. 
Kingston—Service truck. 
Total number of lines, 21 
Hose lost at fire—400 ft. 


Feet of hose used—16,000 

Feet of ladders raised—684 

Total hours engines worked—7° 

Gallons of water used—3,000,000 

Fire was extinguished by water, chemi- 
cals and foamite (gallons of Foamite 
—6) 


The editors are indebted to correspondent 
Joseph O’Brien and to the officers of the 


Wilkes-Barre Fire Department for data 
upon which this report is based. 
New York Accidents 
(Continued from page 237) 
dents, an increase of 36 over 1945. Of 


the total, 102 accidents happened during 
response to alarms and 33 in returning; 
13 otherwise; five while apparatus was 
en route to F. D. Shops and three on 
“routine district duty.” 
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Fires always start at the wrong time 


When fire breaks out, you must be pre- 
pared to fight it with dependable hose. 
Hewitt Fire Hose is that kind. It’s “Job- 
Engineered” to remain flexible and easy 
to handle under the most severe fire- 
fighting conditions. 

There’s a reason. Hewitt Fire Hose is 
made of rubber compounds which 





Hewitt Fire Hose 


minimize elongation and twist under 
extreme pressures. Quality construction 
throughout is your assurance of high 
burst-resistance and long life. 


No matter when or where fire starts, be 
prepared with Hewitt Fire Hose. It’s 
available in a variety of types and sizes 
to meet all your fire-fighting needs. 


HEWITT RUBBER (|, 


OF BUFFALO 


Division of Hewitt-Robins Incorporated 


240 KENSINGTON AVENUE, BUFFALO 5, NEW YORK 
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DRY CHEMICAL 


FIRE EXTINGUISHERS 





DRY CHEMIC 
E EXTINGUIS 





foster Put-out by 


Inexpertenced Operators 


The difference between a small fire and a major disaster may 


be only a matter of seconds.. 


. WHEN THE FIRE STARTS. 


An outstanding feature of the new Ansul-Dugas Extinguisher 
is its simple and quick operation. The new nozzle design makes 
expert extinguishing possible even by inexperienced persons. 


HERE ARE OTHER 
@ 53% more Fire-Stopping Power. 
@ Highest Rating for SPEED and EF- 


FECTIVENESS as determined by im- 
partial authority. * 


@ Quicker, easier, on-the-spot recharge 
after use. 


IMPORTANT FEATURES 


@Greater fire-fighting effectiveness 
pound for pound, dollar for dollar. 


e@Larger range stream and greater 
shielding of heat from operator. 


e@lIncreased fire-fighting capacity with- 
out increased weight. 


@ Engineered to resist corrosion, 





with Ansul-Dugas Dry Chemical Extinguisher 


*Write for charts based on authoritative data of comparative ratings as determined 
by a national approval agency. 


ANSU 


CHEMICAL COMPANY 


FIRE EXTINGUISHER DIVISION 


MARINETTE, WISCONSIN 
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no firemen or civiliang 
were killed as a result of these acci- 
dents, although 44 firemen and 
civilians were injured. 

comparison of alarms (responses), 
mileage traveled and number of acci- 
dents is interesting: 


Fortunately, 


Year Ace. Alarms Mileage* 
errs 156 72,934 1,472,821 
Ly, Serer 120 58,345 1,378,914 
BOGS. ccccesess 115 52,030 1,174,682 


"Includes relocating. 


Breakdown of the mishaps indicates 
that ladder trucks led the list in number, 
with 51; pumpers were next with 45; 
chiefs’ cars 33; hose tenders (wagons) 
18; fireboats 2; water towers 3; rescue 
4; headquarters’ cars 2; ambulance, one, 
and thawing truck, one. Private cars 
were involved with fire engines 80 
times; commercial trucks 41; buses 10; 
poles, trees or posts 9; taxicabs 6; leav- 
ing quarters 6; civilians 6; trolley cars 
5; other F. D. vehicles 4; pushcarts 2; 
boats 2; and Fire Patrol one. 

Anyone who has witnessed the con- 
gested traffic conditions in the world’s 
largest city, observed the seeming dis- 
regard for human life (and sirens) on 
the part of jaywalkers and jaydrivers, 
and noted the size and weight of the 
majority of the city’s fire apparatus, 
cannot but agree that this isn’t such a 
bad record. 











Persons in the News | 








Chief McEachern Retires 


J. C. McEachern resigned as Chief of 
the Haynesville, La., Fire Department 
on February 27, 1947, exactly twenty 
years from his appointment to that 
post (on February 27, 1927). His suc- 
cessor is Chief G. H. Sherman who was 
member of the department at that 
time. 

Chief McEachern, who is widely and 
popularly known, has had a successful 
administration as head of the depart- 
ment. He has seen the organization 
grow in size and efficiency, with a corre- 
sponding drop in fire losses. 

Chief McEachern held all offices in 
the Louisiana Firemen’s Association and 
is at present first vice-president on his 
second cycle of officership. He is also 
secretary of the Louisiana Fire Chiefs’ 
Club and chairman of the board of the 
Louisiana Fire College. For two years 
he was president of the Southwestern 
Fire Chiefs Association. 

Upon his retirement, Chief McEach- 
ern gave a farewell steak supper to the 
members of the fire department, wished 
them success, and urged them to faith- 
fully serve his successor, Chief Sher- 
man. 


. 


€ 


Lechleitner New Somerville, 
N. J., Chief 


Otto Lechleitner for thirty-one years 
a member, and for the last six years 
Assistant Chief of the Somerville, N. J. 
Fire Department, has been named Chief 
to succeed Chief Louis A. Spine who 
has completed his two years’ term. 
Since 1942, Lechleitner has also been 
Chief of the Fire Department of the 
Belle Mead General Depot of the U. 5S. 
Army. 
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B. F. Goodrich 
Fire Hose 
now outwears 


prewar hose 


i po B. F.GOODRICH fire hose that 
you can buy today has been im- 
proved so greatly that it is even better 
than prewar hose—not just in one 
respect, but many. 

For example, there’s a new kind of 
cotton cord that is stronger because of 
a new way of twisting the strands. 
Then there's a new way of weaving 
the jacket so that each cord bears an 
equal share of the pressure load. It in- 
Creases stren eliminates weak spots, 
and reduces weight. This, combined 


with a new rubber compound that 
makes the tube, too, stronger and 
lighter, means a total weight reduction 
of 18%—a hose that is easier to 
handle than anything you've seen be- 
fore, yet stronger than ever. 

The patented end-protection elim- 
inates failures near couplings — where 
failures used to be taken for granted 
The new Koroseal gasket speeds up 
tight coupling. A new mildew treat- 
ment offers the most complete pro- 
tection it is possible to get. 


The next time you need fire hose, 
order B. F.Goodrich — the hose that is 
easier to handle and gets into action 
faster —the hose that outwears pre- 
war hose and so reduces trouble and 
expense. The B.F.Goodrich Company, 
Industrial Products Division, Akron, 
Ohio. 


Koroseal — Trade Mark, Reg. U. 8. Pat. Off. 


B.E Goodrich 


FIRST IN RUBBER 
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Chief = H. Dougal with Rating ( hiefs Club, the Eastern \ssociation of 
Fire Chiefs and the International Asso- 
Office ciation of Fire Chiefs 
Former fire chief Clarence H. Dougal, In addition to his other duties, Chief 
of Camp Shanks, N. Y., has accepted a Dougal is active in the New Jersey 
position with the Fire Insurance Rating State Fire Training Program. 
Organization of New Jersey. He will be 
located in the Newark headquarters and 


will cover the State of New Jersey in Chief Lukens Honored 
the rating of town fire problems. 

Prior to accepting the post as Chief of S. Guy Lukens, who retired as Chief 
the Camp Shanks Fire Department, of the Auburn, Calif. Fire Department 
Dougal served eighteen months as As in February, was made Honorary Chief 
sistant Chief at Fort Dix, N. J. Before of the Department and presented a 
that he was Chief of the Livingston, Certificate of Life Membership in the 
1. J., Fire Department Pacific Coast Association of Fire Chiefs 

Ex-Chief Dougal is a member of the at the Annual Roll Call meeting of the 
New Jerscy State Fire Chiefs Associa- Auburn Firemen. 
tion, the New York State Fire Chiefs Chief Lukens, who served as active 


Association the New Jersey State Fire chief for forty years, was praised by 


These Units Make 
The Fog Fire Fighter 


Pump and gun are the important things in any 
fog fire fighter. Hardie builds pumps that un- 
failingly deliver the gallonage required at the 
high pressure necessary for complete atomi- 
zation of the stream. The Hardie Fog Gun 
provides single trigger control, adjust- 
able by mere pressure of the fingers 
from perfect fog to intermediate 
spray, to hard, long-distance driv- 
ing stream as desired. 
Hardie pumps and Fog Guns 
are found in the FogFire 
trucks built by leading 
manufacturers. Specify 
these Hardie units 
when buying a Fog 
Truck or convert- 
ing anold truck. 
Writeforcom- 
plete data. 






















@ This Hardie 
pumpdelivers 35 
gpm at 800P.S.I1. A 
larger model delivers 


60 gpm at 800 P.S.I 


THE HARDIE MFG. COMPANY 
HUDSON, MICH. 
Los Angeles 11, Calif. 
Portland 9, Oregon 
Export Department: Detroit 26 


Canadian Office: C. W. Lewis 
Grimsby, Ontario 








@ The Hardie Fog 
Gun is perfectly bal- 
anced. Easy on the op- 
erator. Strongly madeand easily 
serviced when necessary. 


PR-D-1-E 
UMPS anp roc GUNS 


ire Fighters 
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officers and members of the Auburn 
organization, and by prominent out-of- 
town officials. Jay Stevens, former state 
fire marshal and Chief of Fire Preven- 
tion, National Board of Fire Under- 
writers, San Francisco, presented Chief 
Lukens with his membership certificate 
and praised the work of the veteran fire- 
fighter. Among the other guests were 
George Beecham, representing the state 
fire marshal; Guerdon Ellis, supervisor, 
Tahoe National Forest; DeWitt Nelson, 
state forester; fire chiefs George Hazle- 
ton of Woodland; George Ahrens of 
Arbuckle; Bill Riley of Marysville and 
O. Williams of Williams. 


Ex-Chief Killed by Fire Truck 


Richard Dowling, 61, former chief of 
the South Hempstead Fire Department 
and later a local fire commissioner, was 
killed by one of his own fire trucks 
while directing traffic “ Long Beach 
road, South Hempstead, L. I. 

Dowling left his “ody ‘to answer an 


| alarm for a grass fire and took up his 


station at a busy intersection to clear 
the road for the apparatus. A few min- 
utes later, as the truck approached, 
Dowling leaped to miss a passing auto- 
mobile and was crushed by the fire 
truck, driven, it so happened, by a friend 
of Dowling’s for many years. 


Appointments and Promotions 

Lancpon, N. D. — Don Lampert, 
elected Chief, Langdon, N. D. Volunteer 
Fire Departmient to succeed M. ] 
Mathieu who retired after three years’ 
service, 

BETHLEHEM, Pa.—Bob Weisner made 
president of the Bethlehem Fire Fight- 
ers, a branch of the Bethlehem Volun- 
teer Fire Department. The organization 
takes orders from Fire Chief Albert 
Wagner. 

IRoNwoop, Micu. — Ralph Knaack 
elected Fire Chief of the Marenisco 


| Volunteer Fire Department. 


Dover, N. J—Mayor Fred Nedick re- 
elected Chief of Hopatcong Borough 
Fire Department. 

Town or Mamaroneck, N. Y.—Fire 
Chief George W. Burton, Jr., re-elected 


| head of the Town of Mamaroneck Fire 


Department for the sixth consecutive 
year. Leonard Erickson is First Deputy, 
Frank Turco, Second Deputy. 

Yonkers, N. Y.—Captain Peter Dinote 
was promoted to the new post of Fourth 
Assistant Fire Chief of the Yonkers 
Fire Department. He is a veteran of 
World War II. 

Wuartox, N. J.—Fred Grandin is 
Chief of the Wharton Fire Department; 
Andrew Risko First Assistant Chief and 
Nicholas Garany is Second Assistant 
Chief. 

Wuite CrLoup, Kan.—Lester Nuzum 
elected lire Chief. 

New Sacem, N. D.—Walter Keller, 
elected Chief of the New Salem Fire 
Department. Earl Toepke, who _ has 
been Chief for several years, was elected 
Assistant Chief. 

The following appointments have also 
been announced: 

SHaron, Pa. — Phillip McDonald, 
Chief, to succeed Chief John Joyce. 

Lintox, N. D.—George A. Bosch, 
Chief 

Artesian, S. D.—Albert Rapp, Chief 

Pitrsvittr, Mp.—George R. Colline, 


Chief 


Husparp, Orer.—Ben H. Miller, Chief 
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You can depend on Maxim for the 
newest and best in fire apparatus 
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HAWLEY, MINN I. B. Leverson, 
Chief 

ALDEN, MINN. - \. F. Leonhardt, 
Chief 

LAKE Mitts, Ia Herbert Moen, 
Chief 

N. THOMPSONVILLE, CONN Francis 


Stone, Chief 

W. Riversipe, CALu 
Chief 

Et Monte, CAtir 


Wm. Linthicum, 


Eddy Hoeft, Chief 


FARMINGTON, Minn.—Francis Schroe- 
der, Chief 
SPRINGFIELD, Mass Edward ( 


Boyle, promoted from Captain to Dis- 
trict Chief. 
Harrison, N. J.—Richard Nugent, 
permanently appointed Deputy Chief. 
SavANNAH, Ga.—J. J. Leonard and 
Carl Richter named Battalion Chiefs 


Expands 


efficiency too! 


No. 926—Buckeye Expander 


WasHincton, D. C.—Captain Frank 
\. Biondi promoted to Battalion Chief. 

New Haven, Conn.—Captains George 
V. Reily, Wilfred C. Rompe, Otto J. 
Lammlin and Charles H. Brundage 
appointed Battalion Chiefs. 


Obituaries 

Joseph Dobson, 55, former Fire Chief 
of the Keokuk, la., Fire Department, 
died following a long illness. He retired 
in 1942 and was a former member of 
the International Association of Fire 
Chiefs and the Iowa State Firemen’s 
Association. 


R. S. “Bob” 
three years Fire 


Lake, la., Fire 


Miller, 77, for 
Chief of the 


thirty- 
Spirit 


Department, died after 






Here’s why: Simplicity in functional design. With a simple change 


of seginents, only one Buckeye Expander is required to expand rings 


for hose sizes from 3/;” to 3” inclusive. Then, by merely turning the 


handle in the opposite direction, segments are automatically released 


for safe removal of hose and coupling. Easy to work, trustworthy 


and durable, Buckeye expands efficiency—only one required. 


FIRE DEPARTMENT ACCESSORIES 


BUCKEYE IRON AND BRASS WORKS e DAYTON 2, OHIO 
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a six weeks’ illness. From 1921 to 1924 
he served as vice president of the Iowa 
State Firemen’s Association and was 
president in 1924 and 1925. In 1928 he 
was named most popular fire chief in 
lowa, and at time of his death he was 
the oldest active fire chief in both the 
Iowa State Firemen’s Association and 
in the Iowa Fire Chiefs Association. 


Resignations 

Fire Chief William J. Blair tendered 
his resignation as Chief of the Nan- 
tucket, Mass., Fire Department, to take 
effect March 15, 1947. Assistant Chief 
Archibald Cartwright was appointed 
Acting Chief 


Navy Patents Burke Invention 


The Navy Department has _ notified 


-| Deputy Fire Chief Harold J. Burke of 


the New York Fire Department that 
letters patent have been issued for his 
invention of a pressure proportioner 
type of mechanical foam _ generator 
which was used during the war on all 
naval vessels to extinguish fires. The 
foam liquid is a hydrolized degraded 
protein of soy beans. The Navy has 


| royalty license free. 


Chief Burke who resides at 780 River- 


| side Drive, New York, formulated and 


was in command of the Navy’s fire 
fighting program throughout the war. 
He was awarded the Legion of Merit 
Medal with citation for having “con- 
tributed immeasurably to the marked 
reduction in damage to and loss of naval 
vessels by fire.” 


Madison Installs 3-Way Radio 


The Madison Fire Department, Madi- 
son, Wis., is installing its own three- 
way FM radio system on its own 
megacycle band. The chief’s car, the 
electrician’s truck and one piece of fire 
apparatus from each fire station will be 
equipped with three-way radio, and the 
have its own 
transmitter, at alarm headquarters. 

Two-way communication will be es- 
tablished by radio between units of 
equipment and the chief's car and with 
headquarters, and next year it is said, 


| a transmitter will be installed at each 
| fire station to enable the city to have 


radio communication between stations 
in case other methods fail. This equip- 
ment will be AC, but it will also be 
capable of operating from a_ storage 


| battery in case of power failure. 


Speaking of radio, in Kansas City, 
Mo., the fire department is reported to 
be securing ten FM _ mobile _ radio 
transmitters, while the police will add 
92 similar units, the water department 


| two and the public works department 


one. 


Calgary Stages Safety Show 


The Agricultural Extension Service of 
the Department of Agriculture, Prov- 
ince of Alberta, Canada, recently held a 
Farm Safety and Fire Protection Dem- 
onstration at an Agriculture Short 
Course sponsored by the Calgary Board 
of Trade. The two-and-one-half-day 
course was in charge of C. Graham 
Anderson, Calgary district agriculturist 


| and R. J. Milligan, Strathmore district 
| agriculturist, with the Calgary Fire De- 


partment and the St. John Ambulance 
Association cooperating. 
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Average fire loss immunity during the past ten years 
- et 99 97/100ths % 
s ofr 4 . ° . . 
with The continuous high ratio of immunity 
said, SPRINKLER SUPERVISORY AND 
= from fire and burglary losses enjoyed WATERFLOW ALARM SERVICE 

lave t 
— by ADT Subscribers for the past ten Supervisory alarms, indicating impairment of sprinkler pm 
0 be . . ol ' 
orage years is most significant. | Waterflow alarms, indicating fires or serious leaks . . . . 2621 
City | Manual frealarms».... . . 44. 6 Fs. - . . 6 
ed to | } i ; Insurable values of properties protected . . . . $7,192,794,000 
a Only threugh the superior facilities and Ratio of fire and water losses to insurable values protected 

" 2/100ths of 1 
rment oo. f a nation-wid . . OOths of 1% 
‘ment |! experience Of a nation-wide service OF Fire loss immunity in 1946. . . . . . . . 9998/100ths % 

ganization of protection specialists Average fire loss immunity during the past ten ag te 
ow Cds could such results be attained. 
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Navy Reports on Fire Fighting 


Activities 

The I S. Navy has established in 
the Third Naval District (New York, 
N. J. and Conn.) and doubtless in other 
naval districts, mobile fire fighting units 
for giving assistance to ships or land 
installations endangered by fire. A typi- 
cal unit is at the Brooklyn Navy Yard 


It is equipped with 5,000 pounds of mis 


cellaneous equipment and tog and foam 
gear loaded on a Fruehauf trailer 

In connection with the order estab 
lishing the unit in the New York naval 
listrict, the Commandant released the 
1946 annual report of the District Fire 
Marshal, Edward |. Kehoe, former New 
York City fire fighter Ing. 12) since 
1938 and fire fighting specialist, USNR 
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ONAN POWER PLANTS 


Ready forinstant use, compact, light- 


weight Onan Electric Plants provide 
dependable power when you need it 


and where you need it. Can be easily 


carried into trouble areas. Fit into 


small space for truck installations. 


High-tension ignition provides a 


hot spark for easy starting. 


Four Twistlock receptacles permit 
direct plug-in of lights and motor- 
driven tools. Guarded_pilot light gives 


ample illumination for operating. 

Onan plants for fire-department 
applications are available 
pacities from 350 to 


4-cycle air-cooled engines. 


ONAN ELECTRIC PLANTS 


are 

in many sizes and models. ALTERNATING 
CURRENT: 350 to 35,000 watts in all stand- 
ard voltages and frequencies. DIRECT CUR- 


RENT: 600 to 10,000 watts, 115 and 230 volts. 
BATTERY CHARGERS: 500 to 3,500 watts; 


6, 12, 24, 32 volts. 
Plant shown is Model 15 DL-14, 
1500 Watts, 115-Volt D. C. 


D. W. ONAN & SONS 


4520 Royalston Ave., Minneapolis 5, Minn 








rowte & UGHT 
foe EVERY NEEO 


Gna : 
ELECTRIC PLANTS 


OPERATE TOOLS, PUMPS, 
BLOWERS, LIGHTS WITH 


in ca- 
4000 watts, 
powered by one and two-cylinder, 


available 


in Capt Harold Burke's  prograrn 
throughout the war. He is a graduate 
of Manhattan College with a degree in 
engineering. 

The commanding officers and heads 
of the districts and the activities con- 


cerned were admonished in the order to 


have their fire chiefs study the report 
and apply the findings to training and 
prevention programs. Chief Kehoe in his 
report, which embraces fourteen navy 
locations from New London, Conn., to 
Dover, N. J., says: “Due to personnel 
ceilings and reduced budgets, adequate 
fire fighting facilities are of the greatest 
importance. Statistics themselves cannot 
extinguish fires: however, careful anal- 
ysis and study of such data will guide 


fire chiefs in training and in concentrat- 
ing on fire prevention programs on the 
trequent 


more causes of fires.” 


AZARDOUS JOBS? 
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FIRE ENGINEERING 


Uncle Sam’s investment in the Third 
Naval District totals $2,497,000,000 in 
buildings amd contents, together with 
district craft afloat. The fire loss last 
year was $32,863; salaries of civilian fire 





Edward J. Kehoe 


fighters was $574,000. Of ten reported 
causes, smoking and matches led with 
rubbish and dumps 16%; electrical 
defects 13%; clearing of areas 12%; un- 
determined 11%. Of 780 alarms, 
came via telephone; 33% by alarm box 
and 14% verbal. False alarms totaled 
95 of the 780. There are 165 civilian fire 


35% 


| fighting personnel in the district and the 


| fireboats 


average age is 39 years. Approximately 


| $20,000 of the $32,863 total loss was sus- 


tained in 66 fires at the Bayonne Naval 
Supply Depot. 

Forty-three per cent of all fires was 
extinguished with hand appliances; 32% 
with booster lines and 25% with heavy 
streams. Fire originated: in dumps 32%; 
undetermined 16%; ships and craft 11%; 
vehicles 8%; grass, brush and _ forest 
8%; contents of buildings 6%; piers 3%; 
plane crash 2%. 

The 14 locations in the New York 
area are equipped with a total of 46 
pieces of fire apparatus, embracing 500, 
750 and 1,000 GPM pumpers of stand- 
ard makes; also assorted chemical, res- 
cue and crash trucks and a couple of 
of USCG type. The largest 
fire fighting battery is at Floyd Bennett 
Naval Air Station in Brooklyn where 
there are eight units. Jerry Day 


Portable Units Supply Pumper 





St a 








\ pumper of the East Frankfort, Ky.., | 


Fire Department recently made a run 
to a fire in a large suburban residence. 
The fire was almost extinguished when 
the booster tank went dry. Efforts of 
the pumper to get sufficiently close to 
nearby cisterns to take suction failed, 
and in the meantime the fire continued 
grow in size. 

\fter the building was virtually de- 
stroyed, small gasoline-powered pumps 
of the Homelite Corporation of Louis- 
ville were brought into play, and pro- 
vided sufficient water to quench the 
blazing embers. A sales truck of the 
corporation had arrived in Frankfort 
shortly before the fire started, and the 
driver placed two pumps at the disposal 
of the Fire Department as soon as pos- 
sible 


to 
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World-Wide Fire News 


(Continued from page 244) 


near Oak Point, Miss. The Coast 
ird and Army and Navy rushed all 
available doctors in crash boats. Fire 
did not follow the blast. 


lhe tanker Royal Oak was abandoned 
by her crew when the ship caught fire 
the Coast of Ecuador. Later the 
Captain and some of the crew are said 
to have returned and brought the vessel 
into port, after the fire was  extin- 
guished, with much of petroleum cargo 
salvaged. 


ott 


The 6,597-ton American Export Lines 
freighter Exanthia was blown up by a 


mine between Italy and the Island of 
Corsica and was abandoned by her 
forty-four-man crew. Casualties were 


not given but it was first reported that 


only six of the Exanthia’s crew were 
saved. The ship cost $2,200,000 in 1941. 
[wo merchant seamen were killed 


and at least ten crew members injured 
when two heavy explosions of undeter- 
mined origin rocked the American 
Liberty Ship Edmund Fanning while 
she was being loaded with cotton at a 


pier in Genoa, Italy. 

The blasts climaxed a series of dis- 
asters that befell three American and 
one British ship within forty-eight 


hours. The fire that broke out follow- 
ing the explosions forced abandonment 
of the ship and it foundered. 

Eight members of the crew of the 
108-ton motor vessel Sirena were safe at 
Key West, Fla., after an explosion had 
spread flaming gasoline throughout their 


vessel, about forty-five miles west of 
Key West. The ship burned to the 
water's edge. The fire, starting from 


an explosion in the engine room fed on 
the cargo of lumber. 

In Houston, Tex., the tanker Lyons 
Creek had a thirty-foot hole blown 
through her when vapors were ignited 
as she lay at her dock. Seven men were 
injured. A fireboat stood by to guard 
against fire from the 200 to 300 barrels 
of oil that coated the water around the 


ship and under the pier. Acting Fire 
Chief George Richardson said the dis- 
aster created a serious fire hazard. The 


ship recently brought to this country 
125,000 gallons of gasoline from Hull, 
England. 


Ultra-Sensitive Navy Fire Alarm 


From a gadget used by atomic scien- 
tists, the Navy has created a super-sen- 
sitive fire alarm. The device also re- 
ports the presence of gas or smoke and 
warns workers to get out of the area. 
According to a Department of Com- 
merce publication, the instrument is so 


sensitive it would spot a match flame 
yards away or sound an alarm at the 
sparks from the wheel of a cigarette 
lighter. 


The device, fashioned after the Geiger 
counter, is used to detect the pres- 
ence of dangerous rays such as X-rays. 
It consists of a tube about 15%-in. in 
diameter and 634-in. long. It has a win- 
dow of quartz. There is a tungsten wire 
through the center, electrically charged. 
When ultraviolet rays from a flame pass 
through the eye and strike the wire they 
release an electrical charge. An amplify- 





HOSE FEEDS FAST FROM SWIVEL RACK 

50 feet of %” hose are easily run off the 
rack. Figure “8” winding prevents kinking. One 
installation serves an area of 7,855 square feet 


COMMON SENSE PROTECTION ... 
volatile liquids, 
structural and electrical fires . . . Bowser Fog 


handles all types. 


for DEPENDABLE 
INDUSTRIAL 
FIRE CONTROL 


Common combustibles, 


cial records. 


COMMON SENSE EQUIPMENT... 

Any fireman will tell you he prefers an 
unlimited water supply to any other extinguish- 
ing agent. Bowser Fog Units supply it with fog. 


Fog cools faster and costs less. 


or more. 


WATER FOG AT CITY PRESSURES 
APPROVED, CLASS A, B and C FIRES 


ONLY REQUIREMENT IS NORMAL WATER SUPPLY 


NO RECHARGING OR SERVICE EXPENSE 


UNLIMITED SUPPLY OF EXTINGUISHING AGENT 
UNDERWRITERS’ LABORATORIES APPROVED 
WITH BOWSER, THE FIRST COST IS THE LAST COST 


Over 90% of all fires are 
best extinguished with water as proved by offi- 


259 





Tested and proven for industries, 
warehouses, oil companies and 
handlers of paint products or 
solvents. Available water supply 
is the only requirement. 





USE COUPON FOR COMPLETE DETAILS 


Bowser, Inc., 1342 Creighton Ave., Fort Wayne 2, Indiana 
Liquid Control Specialists Since 1885 





FE 


BOWSER, INC. 


FIRE EQUIPMENT DIVISION 


Gentlemen: Send folder, “FIGHTING FIRE WITH FOG,” with more complete information. 


COMPANY 
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THE &.cc) GORMAN-RUPP 
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When the big truck pumper cannot 
get to a source of water due to ob- 
structions or other reasons the 
Gorman-Rupp Dual Fire Fighter is 
quickly carried to the water by two 
men -- it weighs only 150 pounds. 
By means of a simple, never failing 
exhaust priming device the pump is 
primed in from 15 to 30 seconds and 
water starts flowing through the 
hose lines. 

Used for relaying water to the truck 
pumper it will deliver 175 gallons 
over a 30 to 50 foot hill through 300 
feet of 2’ inch fire hose. This will 
supply four % inch nozzles, each 
delivering about 40 gallons at 90 
pounds. 

When fighting fires direct it will 
throw 100 gallons at 70 pounds or 
80 gallons at 80 pounds pressure. 

It may also be used for dewatering 
purposes, thus saving the expensive 
truck pumper from possible costly 
damage. Any damage to the Dual 
Fire Fighter is quickly and easily re- 
paired with common tools. 

Write for our bulletin FD-3. 


Some territory open for live distributors. 


COMPANY 


MANSFIELD, OHIO 


AN STREET 


THE DUAL FIRE FIGHTER 
quickly gets to the water and 
delivers the water to the fire 





DOUBLE 


WITH 


BI-LATERAL 4 


This is the most pliable hose By 
on the market. BI-LATERAL + 
improved construction will give 
twice the service over 
made the o'd way. The 
LATERAL construction makes 
it possible to carry 25% more 
hose on an apparatus—BI-LATERAL 
hose flattens without injury to rubber 
lining. 

BI-LATERAL comes equipped with 
improved ROCKER RING forged 
couplings. 


BI-LATERAL 
FIRE HOSE CO. 


20 No. Wacker Drive, Chicago, Ill. 


: 
4° 
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SERVI 
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Here's the new 
DROP - FORGED 
rocker ring coupling 
(net cast bronze) 
with the swivel pro- 
tecting feature. 




























FIRE ENGINEERING 


ing tube increases the power and sets 
off the electric alarm. Ultraviolet rays 
from the sun and other sources have no 
effect because they have a different wave 


length. 

Smoke and gas are detected in an- 
other way. A beam of light is set to 
shine constantly into the eye of the 


detector. So long as the air is clear, it 
does not interfere with the beam. But 
as soon as gas or smoke gets into the 
light beam it changes the pattern of its 
rays. That causes the alarm to sound. 

* 


From the World Wide Fire News Ticker 


It was announced that a ‘small fire’ 
damaged the British battleship Van- 
guard, which carried the Royal family 
to South Africa in February. A short- 
circuit was blamed. . . . Fire destroyed 
two-and-one-half blocks in the heart of 
the business district of Tacloban, Leyte 

known to thousands of GI’s. ... Four 
times in one week the British Consulate 
of New York and the N. Y. Police De- 
partment were warned that a bomb was 
about to explode in the consulate. ...A 
short-circuit in a wire of an American 
Airline transport plane set a fire that 
threatened to eat its way into the plane 
with thirty-six passengers and_ crew. 
Capt. Dan Lindsay and First Officer L. 
B. Hluser radioed the Palm Springs, 
Calif., Fire Department to stand by, and 
set the big, four-engined DC-4 down on 
the Palm Springs airport without in- 
juring or alarming the passengers. 
Nothing for the firemen to do, as the 
plane’s own extinguishing system oper- 
ated effectively. . . . In LaPlata, Md. 
a twelve-year-old boy was hospitalized 
when an unsupervised experiment with 
an explosive chemical mixture caused the 
loss of part of a hand. . . . Representa- 
tive Wm. A. Derrington, Jr., of Camden, 
Tenn., offered a bill to Tennessee Gen- 
eral Assembly to create a Tennessee 
atomic planning society. A four-member 
group with a $10,000-a-year appropria- 
tion would be responsible for evacuating 
injured and removing dead from any 
atomic disaster. Sixteen children, 
suffering from carbon monoxide poison- 
ing, were hospitalized after a prize-giv- 
ing service at a London, England, 
church. Fumes came from faulty flue. 
_ . . Fire, starting in a fireplace on 
ground floor destroyed a part of three 
floors of the sixteen-room house of Col. 
Archibald B. Roosevelt at Cold Spring 
Harbor, L. I. Forty vamps fought the 
blaze, which caused $15,000 damage. ... 
A dock-side warehouse in Rotterdam, 
Netherlands, burned, destroying 200 
tons of paper, 245 tons of cement, and 
storages of tires and diesel marine en- 
gines. 


The Round Table 


(Continued from page 239) 


planned program, which should surely 
include regular church attendance by 
both parents and children, would do 
much to improve the situation. 
We had an interesting case which 
started last September and ran into 
January of this year. 
“ Ennis Mills, formerly of Kentucky, 
moved to Knoxville with his wife an 
two children. Soon after arriving 10 
Knoxville they separated. The father 
kept the daughter Barbara Sue, 12 
years of age and a younger brother 
Jimmy. The mother moved to Oak 
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sets Ridge about 25 or 30 miles from 
ays Knoxville. Both remarried. 
no Ennis Mills, his second wife, | 
ive Barbara and Jimmy lived upstairs 
over a store building. The father 
in- himself ran a grocery store and was 
to away from home much of the time, as 
the was his wife who worked in the store | 
it with him. This left Barbara Sue and | 
But Jimmy pretty much alone. 
the rhe first fire occurred in their home | nee. u.F-Onr 
its Sept. 14, 1946 at 8:26 P.M. The sec- | 


ond fire occurred in the same place on 

Sept. 16, 1946 at 3:48 P.M. The third 

fire occurred in the same place on 

’ Oct. 27, 1946 at 7:22 P.M. The fourth 

fire and last fire occurred in a coal house 











an- it the rear on Nov. 5, 1946 at 
ily 6:34 P.M. 

[here was apparently no motive for 
_ any of the fires. It at first appeared 

t Ol that 1t was an attempt to cause an- | 
te 





other family to move from the build- 


our ac imi } 

; | ing, but this was soon eliminated. d \, ir fi Id 

late wa » fac > investig: é 

Dee rhe only fact the investigators had Lea Ky e fe in a 


was that Barbara Sue was present at 


all fires. She discovered the first two 
-A » and turned in the alarm. She was p t ‘e - t y ( OM ras j | A | iO S| 
can questioned regarding each of the fires 


























at immediately after their occurrence, 

ne § once in the presence of her father. Pp LAY Pp i p r 
L. The investigators went to the school | 

vane § which she attended and found that 

— irbara was well liked by ~~ — | 

ers, was cooperative anc workec 

a hard. The Principal stated she was a WITH LEADER LINE TIP 
Pon little retarded but tried hard. She was in 
sles regarded as being a perfect little lady. SIZE 2} 
a But, it was learned by complaints 
{d., from irate parents that in the girl’s | 

all toilet she was using very profane and | 
Ath vulgar language in the presence of | 

pan smaller girls. } ve 

we After the last fire she was again | 3 

: questioned by tlhe investigators in the | Powhatan fire prevention 
len, presence of the _ Principal. She | products were not made to 
ane stoutly denied all knowledge of the | be handled gently — they 
ao fires as she had previously. Upon take the beating of gruel- 
val being released she told her teacher it ling fire fighting under all 
a was urgent that she speak to one of conditions. 
_ ~ “" ” Ba smi me oe With a background of 
ren, J better oa maui the ante welch wn “ | a = wes | oe 
= found in the coal house to the inv esti- designing, plus built-in rug- 
xiv- : = gedness to meet the rough- 
ind, ae if they questioned her. . est handling, Powhatan 
ae t seems that Norma and her sister Roos, Canis foun tem 


were playi i sarbara Sue i - : : 
ere playing with Barbara Sue in the come standard equipment 


wa coal house when a note was found on PLATE 131 of leading fire de- 


= “ r pre which _ = = bes partments throughout 
love O ae) c 4 y y 4 ) . *( 
ut you are going to be burne the country. 


ing } up.” It was in a childish scrawl and 
the was obviously the work of Barbara 








+8 Sue Unfortunately the note was lost, . 
ne or destroyed by Barbara Sue. 
" The Principal was informed by the 
and teacher of this conversation Barbara 
= Sue had with Norma Jean. 


\ witness was discovered who saw 
a girl run from the coal house in a 


) crouched position. WITH PLAIN TIP 


WI hen Barbara Sue was last ques 


tioned, after being informed that SIZE 23” 


someone had seen her run from the 


Pe coal house, she readily admitted all of 
ely s the fires | 
bv 1 . ° 

y ; She stated to the inve “stigators that 


} 

do 

” she would get to feeling nervous and 
oh I have an urge to see a fire. She said 
““ — she had no will toward any of the 





t . . ° . . 
to persons living in the building or to- | 
a ward the building owners. She stated | 
a the vere good friends of hers. 
= Che investigators had her examined | 
= by a psychiatrist at the Eastern State 
ne Hospital (with her father’s consent). 
x. She was given a “truth serum” and RANSON .WEST VIRGINIA 
net questi “da | > . . 
“ juestioned and all the doctor could Phones 93 & 94 Charles Town West Virginia - Established 1892 
:, get out of her was that she had an 
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urge to see a fire He stated she was 
definitely a pyromania 

The case was presented to. the 


Juvenile Judge. Her 


forward and 


and step 
wanted to 


mother 
father 


came 
take her and go to Detroit, which the 
judge permitted. So she is now the 


problem of Detroit 


We tried to be fair in the matter 
and frankly admit we don’t know 
just what should have been done in 
the case, but we seriously object to 


passing our responsibility on to an 


other town 

George W. Clough, Fire Marshal, Nas- 
sau County, Mineola, N. Y.: | believe 
that at least twenty-five per cent of 
ill fires originally classed as undeter 
mined and investigated might be at 
tributed to juvenil frequently these 


FOR FLOODLICHTS 


Built to exacting requirements—to fire 
department specifications. . . . Designed 
to stand up under the hard usage and 
difficult conditions a Fire Department 
Portable has to meet! In service with 
leading fire departments, these rugged 
1500 watt Units have proved themselves 


capable of meeting every emergency. 


Larger and smaller sizes available. 


Alan Painten. 


assume major proportions, 
marily due to delayed discovery. 
Parental delinquency, 
quate school discipline and the 
ging off of a distasteful, 
problem by the 
causes of 


hires 


basic juvenile fire setting. 


pri- 


lack of ade- 
shrug- 
difficult 
authorities are the 


I believe publicity charging parents 


with contributing to the delinquency 
of the children; a possible curfew and, 
in the disposition of cases, a realiza 


tion that first apprehension is not the 


same as a first offense, would mate 
rially aid in correcting 
development 

We have experienced an_ estimate 
ten or twelve cases of fire setting by 
juveniles during the past year. One 


of these fires had a loss of $126,000 


FOR PUMPS 


Dependable. Quick-starting 4-cycle en- 


gine. Positive lubrication. 


Start it and forget it! 
voltage regulation under all loads. No 
adjusting necessary. No fussing to mix 


Automatic 


gasoline and oil. 
Compact. An easy load for two men. 


Write for further information. 
Distributed by: 
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Oshkosh, Wisconsin 
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this dangerous 


W. H. Hazell, Chief, Hutchinson, Kan.: 
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In most cases, the children who set 
the fires come from delinquent home: 

[ believe the enlargement of juve- 
nile court responsibilities would aid 
in correcting the situation. 


An eleven-year-old boy purposely 


set fire to the back dock of the Cody 
Transfer and Storage Company on 
June 9, 1946. The fire was not di 


covered until it had made such head- 
way that a major portion of the ware- 


house and contents were involved 
The investigator from the Fire Mar- 
shal’s office was summoned and he 


gained a confession from the boy. It 
was learned that the he was a member 
of a seriously delinquent home, and 
that the father and mother had been 
working and the children were on 
their own. The mental capacity of the 
parents was far below normal and of 
course, were inadequate parents. 

Chief, Johnson City, 
Tenn.: Fire setting by juveniles in 
this city has mostly been confined to 
grass fires. In one case, however, two 
small boys were caught setting a 
large pile of scrap rubber afire. These 
boys were taken to the home of a 
fireman who had been injured in 
answering just such a call, by the 
juvenile officer and given a talk on the 
dangers of their setting the fire. 

I believe inadequate playgrounds 
and the lack of a well-planned recrea- 
tion program contribute to juvenile 
fire setting. 

also believe that an educational 
program should be instituted in the 
schools advising children of the 
danger of fire. Proper supervision of 


children would also help to prevent 
this problem. 
Frank Murphy, Chief of Staff and 


Operations, New York, N. Y.: W<« 


have experienced 2,292 fires fron 
January, 1946 to date. Total losses 
from these fires are approximately 


$224,200. 

In most these fires can be 
attributed to lack of the proper 
parental supervision. 

| believe that some means should 
be developed to compel parents to 
shoulder responsibility for their chil- 
dren where, after investigation, pre- 
vious negligence on their part is 
indicated. 

A campaign of education should 
started in the schools to inculcate in 
the children a knowledge of the evi's 
attendant upon juvenile delinquency) 
in general, the dire consequences of 
this particular form of delinquency 
and the value of proper behavior in 
the development of useful citizens. 

Parent-teacher organizations, re- 
ligious groups, police officials and 
other responsible agencies should all 
cooperate in an effort to stamp out 
this menace. 

On December 9, 1946 this depart 
ment answered a five-alarm fire which 
occurred in Public School No. 2, 
Third Avenue between 169th and 
170th Streets, Bronx, at 7:46 VP.M 
The fire originated in the rear of the 
fourth floor in a classroom and ex 
tended throughout the rear of the 
fourth floor, through lath and plaste: 
partitions and vent pipes to and 
throughout the fifth floor and through 
the roof. 

Two teen-age boys 
setting this fire by igniting 
fluid in the fourth floor classroom 
after riflling the desks. Damage to th 
building and contents was $85,000 
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News of the Manufacturers 
(Continued from page 241) 
anism provides for five #482 batteries. 


The standard measures 6 ft. in height 
extended, and 3 ft. telescoped. The 


mechanism can be made an integral part 


of the base if desired. 


Chief Baker Heads John Bean 
Training School 


The John Bean Mfg. Co., manufactur- 
ers of F.M.C. high pressure fog fire 
fighters, announces the appointment of 
Chief Floyd Baker as Director of their 
Firemen’s Training School at Lansing 
Mich. 

Chief Baker retired as head of the 


Highland Park, Mich., Fire Department | 














Floyd Baker 


in 1943, after twenty-nine years of ser- 
vice in that department. Since that time 
he has served as Chief of the Control 
Section for the State of Michigan for 
the O.C.D. He is a former President of 
the Michigan Fire Chiefs’ Association 
and former President of the Southeast- 
ern Michigan lire Chiefs’ Association 
besides being an active member of the 
International Association of Fire Chiefs 
and other fire service organizations. 


The John Bean policy of conducting | 


}a firemen training school for the users 


of their high pressure fog equipment 
marks an innovation in fire fighting 
technique and in cooperation between 
manufacturers of fire extinguishing 
equipment and those who must use their 
products. 

Chief Baker will be permanently lo- 


cated at the office of the John Bean} 


Mig. Co., at Lansing, Mich. 


Useful Data on Jet Pumps 
Many readers who want information 
on jet pumps will be interested in 
Bulletin No. 315 of the Derbyshire 
Machine and Tool Company. 


This literature gives a simple, time-! 


saving method of determining the cor- 
rect type of jet pump for the user’s in- 
dividual requirements and details the 
manner in which the Derbyshire line of 


jet pumps, utilizing water under pressure | 


as the pumping medium, is used in the 

removal, transfer, or mixing of liquids, 

heavy sludges, process wastes, and fluids 
(Continued on page 269) 
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QUAKER FIRE HOSE 


assures constant security .. . 
resists pressure, abrasion, deterioration 


Fire strikes .. . firemen fly into action in a race against destruc- 
tion and death! That's when it pays to have Quaker Fire Hose 
on the job. 

Made of sturdy, resilient rubber tube, Quaker Fire Hose resists 
weather and deterioration. The tube is protected by heavy 
cotton yarn jackets that withstand constant abrasion and high 
pressure, while Quaker’s Modern Municipal easy-fold construc- 
tion provides more compact storage allowing up to 1/3rd addi- 
tional footage in the truck bed. 

For greater security, safety, economy — turn to Quaker when 
you need dependable fire hose for municipal or industrial use. 


“If there’s a way to get it done ... Quaker will do it.” 


QUAKER RUBBER CORPORATION 





PHILADELPHIA 24, PA. « ne 
QUAKER PACIFIC RUBBER COMPANY ° 








HOWE Fire Truck Equipment to Meet Every Service 
Established 1872 
HOWE FIRE APPARATUS COMPANY, 1402 West 22nd Street, Anderson, indiana 








We shall appreciate your mentioning FirtE ENGINEERING when writing advertisers 
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QUICKLY CUTS THRU 
ALL METALS 


Stainless or Monel 
Corrugated or Plain 


Other Materials 
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HAND GRIP 





DETACHABLE HANDLE 


An Indispensable Fire-Fighting Tool 


The Saw-Gun is an amazingly efficient 
Portable Power Saw that speedily cuts 
thru all metals, wood and other materials. 
Firemen equipped with this essential res- 
cue tool can get at a fire or entrapped per- 
sons QUICKLY! Cuts rapidly thru heavy 
gauge steel. No need to waste precious 
time removing iron gratings, or other ob- 
. cut them out of the way 
with the Saw-Gun! Saves time! 


structions 


lives! 


Easily attaches to any electric or air- 
drill, or flexible shaft. Uses ordinary hack 
saw blade for cutting. Very simple to 


operate 


Modern fire-fighters require modern 
tools. The Saw-Gun will prove an ex- 
tremely valuable addition to your present 
equipment. Get all the details NOW! 


SEE YOUR JOBBER OR WRITE 


W. H. HOWLAND 


2533 East 73rd Street 


Chicago 49, Illinois 





This 
“cer ara rire FAST! 


SPEED RESCUE WORK 


with this amazing hi-speed 


SAW GUN 


—_ .Y 








| 





Please mention Fire ENGINEERING when 


I HE following list includes fires of 
$10,000 loss and over in the United 
States and Canada for the month of 


March, 1947. 
Month Ending March 31. 1947 
New York, N. Y. 


Ericsson destroyed 

Indianapolis, Ind.—Castle Barn Supper Club, 
northeast of city, near Fort Benjamin Harri- 
son, destroyed 

Greenville, S. C.—-Cleveland Bldg., housing S. H 
cress Co. and other stores and United States 
Army Recruiting Station and Military Subdis 
trict Hdqts., damaged 

London, Ont Pit. of London Venetian Blind 
Mfg. Co. destroyed 

Montreal, Que.—Suffrins Steak House destroyed 

Cataumet, Mass.—Eustine stone mansion, Scrag 
gy Neck, destroyed 

Westboro, Mass.—-Abandoned factory bldg., adj. 
Wheatley bldg., occupied by mfg. co.’s factory 
of Westboro Underwear Co. and several dwell 
ings, destroyed 

Paterson, N. J.—-Barney’s Furniture Co. dam 
aged; also Chapman's Sports Goods Store 

Wilkes-Barre, Pa.-—Blidg., business district, oc 
cupied by Neisner tros. store, dress shop, 
music studio, iewelry store, beauty shop, art 
school and photographic studio, destroyed. 

Lancaster, S. C.--First Methodist Church de- 


United States liner John 


stroved 
Fountain Inn, S. C.— Trinity Methodist Church 
destroyed 
Puyallup, Wash.-Pit. of Welles & Brunell, 


freezer mfrs., destroyed 

Vernon, B. C.—-Army workshop destroyed 

Sparkman, Ark.—First Baptist Church destroyed. 
Defective wiring 

Miami Beach, Fla.__Miami Beach Marine Basin 
destroyed, including fifty-three yachts, private 
boats 

Lexington, Ky. 
pit. destroyed 

Gaylord, Mich._-Central Hotel damaged 

Dayton, Ohio——-F. W. Woolworth store, down 
town section, destroyed 

Warren, Pa.-Stock barn at Warren State Hos 
pital destroyed 


Kentucky Concrete Pipe Co 


Toronto, Ont.—-Lowndes bldg. damaged Miher 
Rubber Co. included in loss 

Chicago, Ill—Accurate Spring Mfg. Co. dam 
aged 

Boonton, N. J..—Hopkins Bldg. occupied by Vic 
tory Restaurant, Boonton Music Shop and 


stock rooms; and adj. Laurie Bldg., occupied 
by Laurie Wearing Apparel Shop and apt 
ot Anthony Palazzo, destroyed; also Boonton 
Times Bldg., occupied by business firms and 
offices, and bldg. owned by tenjamin Segal, 
occupied by vacant stores and apt. of Chester 
Kanouse, damaged 
Jamaica, N. Y.—Pomonok 
aged Oil stove 
Greenville, Ohio—-Two-story plt. of The Pro 
ducers Creamery and Cold Storage Co., de 


Country Club dans 


stroyed. 

Gettysburg, Pa. 
stroye¢ 

Olanta, S$. C.—Thompson’s Mercantile Co. and 
J. A. Thigpen Jewelery Store, destroyed 

Morrisville, Vt.—Ferris Block damaged. 

Chilliwack, B. C.-Old W. O. Pickard Block, 
occupied by Pick’s Hardware Store, Loranne 
Photo Studios, offices of E. J. Wilford, and 
Chilliwack bakery, damaged. 

South Solon, Ohio—Hamilton Grain & Equip 
ment Co., elevator damaged 

Philadelphia, Pa.—Joy Hosiery Co., dealers in 
women’s fashion accessories, destroyed; adj. 
Gurk Restaurant and Girard Life Insurance 


Gettysburg Airport hangar de 


Co. damaged ; : 
Bristol, Tenn.—Robinette’s Service Station dam 
aged 


Nashville, Tenn.— Alloway Produce Co. damaged 

Bluefield, W. Va.-_-W. H. Mason lumber yard 
destroyed 

Pennsburg, Pa.—-Farm house on farm of Dr. 
W. A. Reese destroyed. Open fireplace 

Norwich, Conn.—Polly’s Inn, a roadhouse, Mont- 
ville, near Norwich town line, destroyed. 

Waterloo, Ia.—Foundry and warehouse of the 
Bovee Furnace Co. destroyed 

Minot, N. Greenberg's men’s clothing store 
damaged. 

Greenville, S. C. 
John W. Norwood, Jr 

Danville, Va.—Virginia-Caroline Whse. (tobacco 
storage) and five other business concerns com- 
pletely destroyed. 

St. Catharines, Ont.—War Assets Airport de- 
stroyed. 

Coldwater, Mich.—Midwest foundry unit of L. 
A. Darling Co., destroyed. 


Unoccupied home owned by 


FIRE ENGINEERING 


BRAXMAR 
BADGES 


Standard for over 67 years 








THE BEST BADGE 
MONEY CAN BUY 
BRAXMAR BADGES 
STANDARD WITH 
FIREMEN FOR 67 
YEARS—WE CAN 





NOW SUPPLY NICKEL 


| AND CHROME. 


if you have not yet received our latest cir- 
cular. We'll be glad to mail one on request. 


BRAXMAR 
BADGES 


JOHN O. VEIT 
President 


Cc. G. BRAXMAR CO., Inc. 





| 242 W. 55th Street, New York 19, N. Y. 
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Blackwell, Okla.—Booster pit. of Cities Service 
Gas Co. destroyed. Explosion. 

Picher, Okla.—Whse. of Eagle Picher Mining 
and Smelting Co. destroyed. 

Torresdale, Pa.—Plt. of Tulip Machine & Tool 
‘o. damaged. 

York, Pa.—Seven-story Colonial Hotel, part of 
four floors gutted. Several stores on street 
level damaged. 

Memphis, Tenn.—Walgreen drug store bldg. dam 
aged 

Roane, Tex.—Cottonseed whse. of John J. Bryant 
destroyed. 

Waco, Tex.—Pilt. of DeWitt Clark Lumber Co 


damaged. 


Montpelier, Vt.—S. L. Gerand & Co., Inc., | 


granite shed destroyed. 

Mount Jackson, Va.—Nelson Theatre bldg. de 
stroyed; nearby electrical appliance shop and 
dept. store damaged. 

Seattle, Wash. — Union Paper Box Co. and 
Northwest Wire Works plt. at Lake Union 
destroyed. 

Ottawa, Ont.—Suburban eastview plt. of Plastics 
and Chemicals, Ltd., damaged. Short circuit 
in motor. 

Seaford, Dela.—‘‘Longacre” dairy farm of Ran 
dall C. Willin, near Oak Grove, about four 
miles west, damaged. 

Chicago, IlL—Bldg. occupied by Club Detour, a 
night club; offices and apts., damaged. 

Gary, Ind.—Lake Hotel damaged. 

Kokomo, Ind.—McIntosh Laundry damaged. 
East Orange, N. J. — Garage-storage basement, 
leased to Sovereign Tire Storage, damaged. 
Conneautville, Ohio—Old Opera House, occu- 
pied by beauty shop, two plumbing shops and 

meat market, destroyed. 

Findlay, Ohio — Muir’s Drug Store, Kessel’s 
Women’s Ready-to-Wear, Cut-Price Shoes and 
bldg., cecupied by Gallagher’s Drug Store and 
Knights of Columbus, damaged. 

Little Rock, Ark.—Reliable Wood Products Co.; 
Gillespie Appliance Co.; Kar Hill Beauty Serv- 
ice; Dan Webster Feed Store and rooming 
house damaged. 

Lewiston, Id.—J. E. Duthie Seed Co. destroyed. 

Chicago, Ill.—Bldg. occupied by. Robinson Dept. 
Store damaged. 

Rockford, Ill.—Haddorff Furniture Co. and five 
interconnecting structures damaged. 

Indianapolis, Ind.—The Marott Shoe Store dam 
aged. 

South Bend, Ind.—Garnitz Furniture Co., three 
story brick and frame bldg., damaged. 

Concord, Mass.—Monument Hall, owned by St 
Bernard’s Catsolic Church, damaged. Incin 
erator. 

Long Island City, N. ¥.—New York Plumbing 
Specialties Co. destroyed. 

Vass, N. C.—Vass-Lakeview school bldg. de 
stroyed 

Dayton, Ohio—Plant of Permatile Co. damaged 
Acetylene torch. 

Seattle, Wash.—Oasis Night Club destroyed. 

Fayetteville, Tenn. — Hardware store and four 
other bldgs. damaged. 

Tyler, Tex.—American Legion bldg. and contents 
destroyed. 

Okanogan, Wash.—Ridpath Store damaged 

Clarksdale, Miss. Alcazar Hotel damaged and 
other bldgs., including a drug store and other 
stores, destroyed. 


Erie, Pa. — Three bldgs. at Erie School of 
Aeronautics destroyed. 
Kennett Square, Pa. — Mushroom plt. of Aldo 


Bazzoli damaged 

Hope Valley, R. I.—Grain elevator and mixing 
pit. of Roy Rawlings, Inc., damaged. 

elton, Tex. — First Baptist Church and three 
adj. residences destroyed. 

New York, N. Y.—Whse. near East River con- 
taining stocks of chemicals, medicinal prod- 
ucts and tons of clothing scheduled for ship- 
ment to Poland 

Boston, Mass.—Shoe and Allied Trade Bldg. 
damaged. 

Cazenovia, N. Y.—Two bldgs. O’Callanan Hall 
and Centennial bldg., on campus of Cazenovia 
Junior College damaged. 

Carbon, Pa.—Agricultural limestone plt. of Car- 
bon Limestone Co., near Hillsville, damaged. 

Malvern, Pa. — Barn on farm of Norman T. 
Phelps, Sugartown Road and Paoli Pike, de- 
stroyed. 

Wilkes-Barre, Pa. Modern Dress Shop de 
stroyed; Tonberg Electrical Supply Co., Mur- 
zin’s Art Shop, Forlando Music Store, Central 
Book Store and Gordon Lloyd’s restaurant 
damaged. 

Montpelier, Vt.—Excelsior Granite Co. stoneshed 
damaged. 

Fairchild, Wis.—Grocery store of Gil Holmes and 
locker plt. of Louis Primus, destroyed 

Chicago, Ill. — Everlasting Products Company 
bldg., coffin mfrs., damaged. 

Louisville, Ky.—No. 2 mill of Aubrey Feed Co. 
destroyed 

Jackson, Miss.—Magee Laundry and Dry Clean- 
ing pit. destroyed. 

Artesia, N. M.—-Planing mill office of Sessions 
Lumber Co. damaged. 
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FIREMEN PREFER... 
Aluminum FIRE LADDERS 





ALUMINUM IS LIGHT 
When time is precious and manpower is at a premium, light-weight 
Aluminum Ladders are your most efficient life-saving and fire-fighting tools 
for they require fewer firemen to raise and operate them successfully. 


ALUMINUM IS STRONG 


Available in 1, 2, 3 and 4-section models, every Aluminum Ladder is 
heavily riveted and constructed of high-tensile-strength Aluminum Alloy. 
The corrugated rungs are securely fastened with aluminum expansion bush- 
ings, with the result that the rungs never become loose or break off. 


ALUMINUM IS DURABLE 
Practically all of the ALUMINUM FIRE LADDERS purchased since 
1936 are still in use today. Being fireproof and rust proof they last longer 
than other types. Write for Complete Information. 


“Original Manufacturers of Aluminum Ladders” 





200 Carbis Street 
Worthington, Pa. 











Greene, N. Y. — Grand View Beach Hotel, a | 
Kindly mention Fire ENGINEERING when writing advertisers 




















Champion Fire Pumps 





NEW 24-PAGE BOOKLET 
IN COLORS 


Write Today For Your Copy 


W. S. DARLEY & CO., CHICAGO 12 




















STERLING MODEL "'M" 


in Silver or in LULU a 


SIRENS— You Can Depend On It ALWAYS 


S T E R LIN G 


A NAME YOU CAN DEPEND ON) 


An absolutely dependable, tried and proven siren for communities of all sizes. Loud, clear, 
simple to install and no maintenance to bother with. Embodying the “know how" of the 
oldest and larges* makers of siren signals in the fire field. Write for descriptive literature 
and list of towns using the model "M." 








ALSO... 
MANUFACTURERS OF A STERLING SIREN FIRE ALARM CO., Inc. 
COMPLETE LINE OF 55 Allen Street Rochester, New York 


APPARATUS SIRENS 


| Produces 
Tough Long Lasting 
MECHANICAL 
AIR-FOAM 








TRADE MARK 


INSENSITIVE 


To 


ANY TYPE NOZZLE | 
ANY TYPE WATER | 
ANY TYPE WEATHER 


Write for descriptive bulletin 
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THE MEARL CORPORATION 


153 Waverly Place, New York 14, N. Y. 








FIRE ENGINEERING 


suburban summer hotel, Lake Ontario, de- 
stroyet 

Salisbury, N. C. — Purcell’s women’s apparel 
shop damaged. 

Chehalis, Wash.—-Mountain Road Inn destroyed. 

San Francisco, Cal. Technical Fisheries Co. 
and Bayle & Lacoste Co. bldgs., tanks of shark 
liver oil destroyed. 

Hamilton, Ont.--Ness Street school damaged 

Pensacola, Fla._-Brent schoolhouse damaged. 

Dixon, Ill.-First Christian Church damaged. 

Baltimore, Md Liberty Hotel damaged 

Philadelphia, Pa. Whse. of paper and twine 
processing plt. destroyed. 

Clarksville, Tenn.—J. W. Rudolph and Brother 
tobacco whse. destroyed 

Waynesboro, Ga.—-Pit. of Georgia Furniture Co. 


damaged 
Weston, IIL. Weston Grain Co. elevator, five 
miles east, destroyed 


South Bend, Ind.—Garnitz Furniture Co. retail 
store damaged 

Fairfield, Ia._-Vorhies bldg. occupied by Vorhies 
electric shop, Fred Johnson tailor shop, B. H 
Blakeley insurance office, V. F. W club- 
rooms, Family Shoe Store, Bockes & Mac- 
Kenzie hardware store and J. C. Penney store, 
damaged 

Fort Devens, Mass.-- Mess hall at Massachusetts 
State Veterans College damaged. 

North Weymouth, Mass.—Cain’s Lobster Houre, 
a restaurant, damaged. 

Houghton, Mich.-Malfroid Trading Co. dan 
aged 

Lake Hopatcong, N. J.—Hamlet Club destroyed. 

Simpson, Pa.—-Fell Township High School de- 
stroyed; six adj. dwellings damaged. 

Clallam Bay, Wash. Thirteen business firms, 
logging trading post destroyed. 

Penticton, B. C.—Penticton Sawmill box factory 
destroyed 

New Orleans, La.—Barber Laboratories, chem#- 
cal mfrs. and church destroyed. Explosion. 

East Longmeadow, Mass.—Turner Park Hofbrz, 
a night club, destroyed. 

Wilmington, N. C.--Grace Methodist Churc 
destroyed. 

Buffalo, Ore.—-Reclaiming plt. of Buffalo Sinte 
ing Corp., damaged. Spontaneous ignition. 
Fort Worth, Tex. — Drug and variety store 
Liberator Village, destroyed; grocery store 

damaged. 

Charleston, W. Va.—Store bldg. destroyed. 

Charlesbourg, Que. - Garage of Charlesbourg 
Autobus Co. damaged. 

Rock Island, Ill.—Broadway Presbyterian Church 
destroyed; several dwellings damaged. 

Hobart, Ill—Hobart Locker plt. damaged. Ex- 
plosion. 

Boston, Mass.—Sudbury Brass Goods Co. dam- 
aged. 

Marlboro, N. H.—Marlboro community house 
destroyed. Defective stove pipe. 

Greenville, Tex. — Economics and gymnasium 
bldg. of Greenville High School damaged. 
Coatesville, Pa. — The West Disinfecting Co. 
paper mill at nearby Beaver Dam, damaged. 
Ojibway, Ont. — Canadian Bridge & Steel Co 

brick and steel bldg., damaged. 
Hamilton, Ont. Bldg. of F. W. Woolworth Co. 
destroyed; adj. Right House dept. store dam- 


aged 

Toronto, Ont. — Argonaut Rewing Club dam- 
aged os 

San Francisco, Cal. — Collect-Week-Nibecker, 


Inc., chemical reduction plt., near  Islais 
Creek, damaged. 

Oswego, N. Y.—Mattison Restaurant and bldg. 
occupied by M. F. Casey stationery store and 
Kaufman Photo Studio, destroyed 

Marinette, Wis. — Business-apt. block occupied 
by Interstate Auto Supply Co., Ag’s Tavern, 
poolroom and barber shop, damaged 

Cleveland, Ohio—Old Franklin Boulevard Meth- 
odist Church destroyed. 

Sarnia, Ont.—Hotel, motor garage and dwell- 
ing of Harold Cosens at Warwick, destroyed 
Okemos, Mich.—Okemos Elevator Co.’s elevator 

destroyed. 

Uniontown, Pa. - Karoloik-Orgo garage de 
stroyed. Canned heat under ramp. 

Wenatchee, Wash.—State Furniture Store bldg. 
damaged. 

Huntington, W. Va.—-Glass plant of Zenith Op- 
tical Co. destroyed 

Buffalo, N. Y.—The Holy Angels Rectory dam- 
aged 

Tweed, Ont. — Veneer mill, Channel, owned by 
Hunter & Roberts. destroyed. 

Montreal, Que.—Bldg. occupied by Dorel Jewelry 
& Vanities Co., Ltd., and adj. bldg. occupied 
by C. A. Duclos Leather Co., Windsor Slip- 
per Co. and Neville & McNiece, damaged. 

Exeter, Cal.—Gasoline and butane plt. of F. C. 
Mark Griggs; eight cabins in adj. auto court 
of Jess Black, destroyed. Gasoline explosion. 

Louisville, Ky.—Starks Bldg.. an office block, 
damaged 

Louisville, Ky.—Machine room of West Point 
Brick Co. destroyed. 

Denton, Md.—‘“Two Johns,” a mansion over- 
looking Choptank River, about five miles 
south, destroyed. 


Please mention Fire ENGINEERING when writing advertisers 
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Detroit, Mich.-County Line School destroyed 

Hickory, N. C.—Bldg. owned by H. C. Cline, 
occupied by H. C. Cline contractor’s office, 
Hickory branch of Statesville Flour Mills and 
B. & M. Motor Co., damaged 

Uniontown, Pa. Bldg. occupied by Fayette 
Beer Distributing Co. and National Biscuit 
Co. garage, destroyed 

Houston, Tex.—Bldg. occupied by C. & G. Paper 
House and Lydick Roofing Co., damaged 

Steilacom, Wash.—Western State insane asylum 
damaged. 

Hot Springs, Ark.—Bldg. occupied by American 
Cash Grocery and Hill apt. hotel, damaged. 
Adj. Earl’s cafe and Spencer Liquor Store 
No. 2 also damaged 

Warsaw, Ky.——Connelly bldg. occupied by hotel, 
stores, shops, offices and one apt., damaged 

Machias, Me.—Garage of Fred Mawlh.insey, de- 
stroyed. 

Southboro, Mass.—Storehouse of Deerfoot Farms 
damaged. 

Newark, N. J.—Elbee Excelsior Co. damaged. 

Portland, Ore.—Calif.-Fitcher Bldg., Hollywood 
fallroom, damaged 

Chattanooga, Tenn. - Dwellings of Frank J 
Stevens and H. Q. Fletcher, destroyed. Dwell- 
ing of Thomas A. Lotspeich damage! 

Kirkland, Wash.—Dunwoodie Cafe destroyed. 

Seattle, Wash.—West Coast Wood Preserving 
Co. destroyed. 

Shediac, N. B.—Garage, machine shop, business 
block and service station destroyed 

North Tonawanda, N. Y.—-Main bldg. of Glid- 
den Bros. Machine & Tool Co. destroyed. 

Wadesboro, N C.—-Main bldg. of Polkton High 
School, seven miles west, destroyed. 

Monroe, Ore.—Monroe co-operative grain whse. 
destroyed. 

Prairie View, Tex.—Administration bldg., Prairie 
‘iew University, destroyed. 

Wenatchee, Wash. State Furniture Co. de- 
stroyed 

Seattle, Wash.—-United States Army Fort Law- 
ton whse. destroyed. 

Timmons, Ont.._Whse. of George Taylor Hard- 
ward Co., destroyed; adj. Charles Pierce Co. 
hardware whse. and Frank Bycks coal yards, 
damaged. 

Los Angeles, Cal.—Unclaimed freight stored in 
Santa Fe Railway whse. damaged. 

Monticello, Ind.—Former J. C. Washburn Co. 
pit. destroyed. 

St. Paul, Minn.—Business block destroyed. De- 
fective wiring. 

Columbus, Ohio Ohio Furniture Co.’s store 
damaged. 

Columbus, Ohio— Garage and office of Fruehoff 
Trailer Co. damaged. 

Mahoney City, Pa.—No. 1 colliery breaker and 
cleaning plt. of Delano Anthracite Co., two 
miles east, destroyed. 

Nashville, Tenn.—Jacobs Lumber Co. destroyed. 

Garrison, Tex.—Joslyn Southwest Co.’s creosote 
treating plt. destroyed. Sparks from welding 
torch. 

Chicago, Ill.—Central National Bank destroyed. 

Perley, Minn.—Lee elevator damaged. 

Anchorage, Alaska—Big Time Lodge, Richard- 
son Highway, destroyed. 

Ann Arbor, Mich.—Six bldgs. of Chelsea Fibre 
Products Co., 14 miles west, destroyed 

Detroit, Mich.—Clubhouse of Grosse Ile Golf and 
Country Club destroyed 

Eureka, Cal.—-Sequoia Products Co. plt., Bucks- 
port, destroyed 

Idaho City, Ida.—Harris Bros. sawmill, Boise 
Idaho City Highway, destroyed. 

Iron River, Wis.—-Canning plt. and whse. of 
jean Sprout Growers’ Assn. destroyed. 

Red Cliff. Wis.—St. Francis Catholic Church 
ind Indian mission school, destroyed. 

Birmingham, Ala.—Bldg. occupied by Matthews 
Furniture Mfg. Co. and Clay Flower Co., de- 
stroyed. 


Milwaukee Has Buff's Club 


Milwaukee, Wisc., has a buff’s club 
titled “Milwaukee F. D. Emergency 
Corps,” which is wholly volunteer and 
Was organized a year ago. It has 80 
members who always wanted to assist 
the M.F.D. but due to lack of organ- 
ization, they worked at fires on their 
own. In January 1946, Chief Edward E. 
Wischer invited the fans, who had 
gained a reputation during World War 
II and who were known as conscientious 
trainees, to attend an organization meet- 
ing. Members have badges—good 
through fire lines. They act as stretcher 
bearers and carry on other yeomanry. 
[he president is Frank Schwind, 930 
West Madison, Milwaukee 4, Wisc. 

Jerry Day 
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| If You Want 


Volume and Pressure... 


Specify HALE 


It's what comes out at the nozzle that counts. 


Firefighters who have used Hale Fire Pumps have learned through 
first-hand experience to appreciate their flexible range of performance 
and high efficiency. 





They know they can depend on HALE for the right volume and 
the right pressure to fit a wide range of tough fire-fighting conditions. 


Make sure of the same flexibility and dependability in your next 
| piece of apparatus by insisting on a Hale Fire Pump. 


Hale Fire Pumps are built in all 
Standard Capacities 


| 4 A L FIRE PUMP COMPANY 
Conshohocken, Pa. 

















“HAHN” tire APPARATUS 


SINCE 1907 


FINEST IN THE WORLD * STREAM- 
LINED * BALANCED CHASSIS * 
AMPLY POWERED * VERY EFFICIENT 
PUMPS WITH PLENTY IN RESERVE 











* 


| HAHN MOTORS, Inc. 


| HAMBURG, PA. 
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FOR 
ACCURATE 
RECORDS 





HARRINGTON PR-10 


This punched tape register auto- 
matically makes records of the fire 
alarms or other emergency signals as 
transmitted over such circuits, in cen- 
tral fire alarm stations, outlying fire 
stations, police department offices, 
water works, etc. 





HARRINGTON 
SIGNAL COMPANY 


MOLINE . . . ILLINOIS 














INVINCIBLE 


NOZZLES 
F. N. McINTIRE BRASS WORKS 


Successors to A. J. Morse & Seon, Inc. 
BOSTON, MASS. 
1837 — 1945 














Kindly 





CONFERENCE ON 


PRESIDENT’S 
PREVENTION National conference, 
General Chairman, Major 
Fleming, U. S. Army. Fed- 
Building, Washington, D. C. 
FIRE CHIEFS’ AS- 


May ¢ 
FIRE 
Washington, D. 
General Philip B. 
eral Works Agency 

May 12--FLORIDA STATE 
SOCIATION. Annual mecting, Miami Beach, 
Fla. President, Chief H. R. Chase, Miami, Fla. 

May 13-15—FLORIDA STATE FIREMEN’S AS- 
SOCIATION. Annual meeting, Miami Beach, 
Fla. Secretary, Chief E. J. Langley, Box 344, 
Florida State Hospital, Chattahoochee, Fla. 


May 17-18-NORTHERN CALIFORNIA FIRE 
CHIEFS’ ASSOCIATION Annual meeting, 
Hobergs, Cal ee Chief Thomas M. 


Lane, Alameda, 

May 20-23—-IOWA F IRE SCHOOL. Annual meet- 
ing, Marshalltown, Ia. Director, R. C. Bvrus, 
Fire Protection Engineer, lowa’ State College, 


Ames 


Ames, Ia. 
May 26-282—-TENNESSEE FIREMEN’S ASSOCI 


ATION. Annual meeting, Kingsport Inn., King- 
sport, Tenn. Secretary, Chief L. L. Geisler, 
Johnson City, Tenn. 


May 26-22—NEW MEXICO STATE FIREMEN’S 
ASSOCIATION. Annual meeting, Carlsbad, 
N. M. Secretary, Lonnie W. Butler, Room 11, 


Las Vegas, N. M. 

FIRE PROTECTION 
ASSOCIATION. Annual meeting, Palmer House, 
Chicago, Ill. General Manager, Percy Bugbee, 
National Fire Protection Association, 60 Bat- 
terymarch Street, Boston, Mass 

June 2-6-—SOUTH DAKOTA 
Annual meeting, Mitchell, S. D. 
South Dakota Volunteer eed s 
Robert Hanigan, Pierre, S. 

Tune 9-1I—MISSOURI V ALLE Y ASSOCIATION 
OF FIRE CHIEFS. Annual meeting, Omaha, 
Neb. Secretary-Treasurer, Chief Ray Tiller, 
Waterloo, Ia. 

June 9-11— SOUTHEASTERN ASSOCIATION 
OF FIRE CHIEFS. Annual meeting, Hotel 
Roanoke, Roanoke, Va. Secretary-Treasurer, 
Walter W. Stephen. Box 904, Anniston, Ala. 

June 9-11I—NEW YORK STATE FIRE CHIEFS’ 
ASE CIATION. Annual meeting, Rochester, 

Y. Secretary-Tre ~~ % _Chief Henry F. 
Dre ike, Clinton Corners. N 

June 10-13—ILLINOIS F IRE MEN’ S COLLEGE. 
Thirty-third annual meeting, University of Illi- 
nois, Champaign Urbana, Ill. Secretary, Illinois 
Firemen’s Association, Inc., Chief R. W. Alsip, 
Champaign, III 

June 18 NORTHWESTERN VOLUNTEER 
FIREMEN’S ASSOCIATION. Annual meeting, 
Napoleon, Ohio. Secretary, Napoleon Fire De 
partment, Earl Campbell. 

June 18-20-MARYLAND STATE FIREMEN’S 
ASSOCIATION. Annual meeting, Frostburg. 
Md. Secretary, B. R. Benson, 303 Bosley Ave 


Crocket Building, 
May 26-29—NATIONAL 


SCHOOL. 
Secretary, 
Association, 


nue vee 4, Md. 

June 24-26—NEW ENGLAND ASSOCIATION 
OF FIRE CHIEFS. Annual eg Went- 
worth-by-the-Sea, Portsmouth, N. H. Secretary, 


John W. O’Hearn, 22 Mt. Auburn Street, Wa- 
tertown, Mass 
Tune 26-22—HUDSON VALLEY VOLUNTEER: 


FIREMEN’S ASSOCIATION. 
Mechanicville, N. Y. gg 
F, Drake, Clinton Corners, N. Y. 

July 28-31— WEST VIRGINIA STATE FIRE 
SCHOOL. Annual meeting, West Virginia Uni- 
versity, Morgantown, W. Va. R. E. Hanna, Jr., 
Fire Service Extension School, School of Mines, 
University of West Virginia, Morgantown. 

July 28-Aug. 1 — PENNSYLVANIA FIRE 
SCHOOL. Ninth annual meeting, Lewistown, 
Pa. Director, Edgar A. Spotz, Adviser, Fire 
Service Training, Public Service Institute, 
Harrisburg, Pa 

Aug. 4-5— WISCONSIN PAID FIREMEN’S 
ASSOCIATION. Annual meeting, LaCrosse, 
Wisconsin. Secretary, John Kromel, 4042 Sheri- 
eg Road, Kenosha, Wis. 

Au 12-15 — DOMINION 
F TRE CHIEFS. 
Secretary-Treasurer, 
Lakefield, Ont. 

Aug. 16—-BALTIMORE COUNTY VOLUNTEER 
FIREMEN’S ASSOCIATION. Annual conven- 
tion, Lutherville, Md. Secretary, W. A. Cheno- 


Annual meeting, 
Chief Henry 


ASSOCIATION OF 
Annual meeting, London, Ont. 
Chief Allan H. Clark, 


with, Milford Road, Pikesville 8 Md. 

Aug. 18—-EASTERN ASSOCIATION OF FIRE 
CHIEFS. Annu: al meeting, Hotel Pennsylvania, 
New York, N. Secretary, Chief Charles E. 
Clark, Box 271, Wayne, Pa. 

Aug. 19-22—INTE RN ATIONAL ASSOCIATION 
OF FIRE CHIEFS. Annual meeting. Hotel 
Pennsylvania, New York, 7 Secretary- 
Treasurer, Chief Daniel 5 Tierney, 8 Robbins 


Road. Arlington 74. Ma 

Aug. 28 30 -WEST VIRG INL \ FIREMEN’S AS 
SOCIATION. Annual meeting, Charles Town, 
Ww i* 

Aug. 28-30 (tentative)—CONNECTICUT FIRE 
MEN’S ASSOCIATION. Annual meet., Nauga 


tuck, Conn. Secretary, John Moehring, 56 Tom’s 


Road, Stamford, Conn. 


mention Fire ENGINEERING when 














FIRE ENGINEERING 








WENTWORTH 
FIREMAN’S UNIFORM CAPS 
Union Made Prompt Delivery 





No. 342 
Wentworth Fireman Caps are = of the Highest 
Quality Standard Materials ble. They are 


made in all the New and Stan lard styles by the 
Best Skilled Union Craftsmen. Our 52 years of 
experience and skilled workmen guarantee you 
AMERICA’S GREATEST CAP VALUE in all 
WENTWORTH FIREMAN CAPS. 
Write direct for latest circular and prices 
or see your local dealer. 





WENTWORTH-FORMAN CO., INC. 
21-23 Edinboro St., Boston 11, Mass. 


Momufacturers 
Fireman Cap Specialists for Over 50 Years 














At Low Price! 


PORTABLE 
FIRE PUMPS 


(Reconditioned) 





manufactured by well known 
pump builder 


(Price New $495.00) 
@ gallons per minute capacity. 
Uses 12” discharge hose. 
Throws powerful stream 75 feet. 


Makes a good auxiliary pump. 


At this price, it would pay to keep a 
spare pump. 


Sent on approval. 





| These pumps from Gov’t Surplus. 





GORHAM 
FIRE EQUIPMENT CO. 


356 Atlantic Avenue 
BOSTON 10, MASS. 
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Sept. 1-5—WESTERN PENNSYLVANIA FIRE- 
MEN’S TRAINING INSTITUTE. Annual meet- 
ing, State Teachers College. California, Pa. 
Secretary, Henry Neill, Box 83, Vestaburg, Pa. 

Sept. 23-26—CALIFORNIA STATE FIREMEN’S 
ASSOCIATION. Annual meeting, Hcberg’s, 
Cal. Secretary, James D. Young, 257 Robertson, 
Boulevard, Beverly Hills, Cal 

Sept. 29-Oct. 2 INTERNATIONAL MUNIC- 
IPAL SIGNAL ASSOCIATION. Annual meet- 
ing. Grand Rapids, Mich. Secretary. Irvin 
Shulsinger, 8 East 4lst Street, New York 17, 
ae’ Os 


Oct. 7-9--FIREMEN’S ASSOCIATION OF THE 
STATE OF PENNSYLVANIA. Annual meeting, 
Lancaster, Pa. Secretary, Chief Charles E. 
Clark, Box 271, Wayne, Pa. 





News of the Manufacturers 
(Continued from page 263) 


containing substances injurious to con- 
ventional pumping equipment. Helpful 
charts and tables are included. 

Copies of Bulletin No. 315 are avail- 
able upon request from the Jet Pump 
Division, Derbyshire Machine & Tool 
Co., 5266 Belfield Avenue, Philadelphia 
44, Pa. 


Changes in Delaware 


Charles F. Park, Jr., president, Morey 
Flux and Chemical Co., Wilmington, 
Del., announces that on February 1, 
1947, the company acquired the business 
of the Delaware Fire & Safety Equip- 
ment Co. and will operate it as Morey 
division, carrying a complete line of 
fire equipment for home, municipal and 
industrial needs, and serving the State 
of Delaware and the Eastern shore of 
Maryland and Virginia. 

George W. Duncan will be general 
manager of the new division. He has 
been a member of the Talleyville Volun- 
teer Fire Company for seventeen years, 
and has been active in the New Castle 
County Firemen’s Association and the 
Delaware State Firemen’s Association. 
He is a member of the Delaware Safety 
Council, the Safety Engineer’s Club of 
Delaware and various fire service organ- 
izations. 


Booklet on DA-V-LITE Units 


The Davy Compressor Co., Kent, 
Ohio, has announced publication of new 
descriptive literature on its four new 
DA-V-LITE portable lighting and 
power units for 1947. 

The four-page folder, in colors, con- 
tains complete specifications of flood- 
light, searchlight, combination and 
beacon models for lighting and other 
uses, supplementing existing power 
facilities and to provide motive power 
for electric tools. 





U. S. Rubber Develops Fireproof 
Drapery Fabrics 

Fireproof drapery fabrics of asbestos 
and glass have been developed by the 
textile division of United States Rubber 
Company for use in theatres, nightclubs, 
restaurants and other places of public 
assembly. 

The new fabrics are said to be very 
light in weight and to have excellent 
draping qualities. They will be pro- 
duced in the form of gray goods suitable 
for dyeing and printing in a variety of 
colors and patterns. 


| 





DUAL PURPOSE 


BOTH 


HERE'S THE PUMP THAT GIVES 


1 INCH SOLID 
STREAM 


AND 


IT'S 5 WAYS BETTER 
Barton-American’s Gear Driven 
Front Mounted Centrifugal Fire 
Pump can be installed in a few 
hours’ time. 












Delivers 60-90 GPM at 600 lbs. pressure 
with FOG nozzle and 200 GPM through 
242" line with 1” SOLID STREAM nozzle 
+.. at engine speeds equal to only 40 mph. 








AMERICAN - MARSH 


PUMPS, INCORPORATED 
BATTLE CREEK, MICHIGAN 


Front mounted construction leaves room for 


1000 feet of 242” hose plus 500 gallon 
booster tank. Pumps dirty water with min- 


imum loss of efficiency. 





Que o- 


1T GETS THERE I(N TIME 











BECAUSE OF A G-E CHARGER 





One sure way to keep mobile fire equip- 
ment ready for instant action is to have a 
General Electric Tungar* charger on the 
job — before the fire call comes. Just attach 
charger clips to battery terminals during 
off-duty hours, and charge batteries right 
in the truck. The heavy-duty rectifier 
charges a 6- or 12-volt battery, or two 
6-volt batteries, gives full 6-ampere rate on 
a 6-volt battery. 

Let us tell you more about this efficient 
charger. Write to Section A62-435, Appli- 
ance and Merchandise Department, 
General Electric Co., Bridgeport 2, Conn. 

*Trade-mark Reg. U. S. Pat. Off. 


GENERAL @ ELECTRIC 
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“Let's have MORE 


MANHATTAN 


FIRE 
HOSE” 









FLAT FOLDING 
PRESSURE TESTED 

















Also made with 


MILDEW- PROOF 
Radio-Active 


TREATMENT 


Raysestos-MANHATTAN, Inc. 
‘Keen Nhead with Manhattan” 


MANHATTAN RUBBER DIVISION, PASSAIC, 





THE LABEL TO LOOK 
FOR ON THE BEST 


cme Boots 


\ TOP 
BEACON Ry 
Py aoe 


“Since 1926” 











The Name of Depend- 
ability. Assuring the 
Firemen; Safety, Comfort 
and Wear in Boots with 
19 outstanding features. 


SOLD ONLY THROUGH 
AUTHORIZED 
DISTRIBUTORS 





BEACON FALLS 
RUBBER FOOTWEAR 





Please 








FIRE ENGINEERING 


BODY-GUARD 


BUNKER SUITS 


| FOR COMFORT & PROTECTION 





Rates are inexpensive. "For Sale," 
"Proposal" and "Wanted" advertising, $5 
per inch insertion (10% discount allowed 
for three or more consecutive insertions). 
FIRE ENGINEERING, 24 West 40th Street, 
New York 18, N. Y. 


WANTED 
: and 7% H.P. Air Raid Sirens—used or 
surplus. Write Box 10, c/o FIRB ENGINEER 


ING, 24 West 40th Street, New York 18, N. Y. 





FOR SALE 
1934 Ahrens Fox 500 Gallon Pump rood 
conten Wiese. 103i Res Hose Waren in good «=. | WE ARE DISTRIBUTORS FOR 
condition $600 Probable available delivery date 
August 1s 1947 WALTER AKHURST 
( HATRM, AN PEARL pe ER FIRE ‘DISTRICT, SI! R E N B ° OTS 
—- a cone AN AVENUE, PEARL RIVER, We have - een supplying FIREMEN'S 
CLOTHING for over 25 years. 
: Any fireman can have a catalog by writing— 
‘BODY-GUARD 
FOR SALE 





MANUFACTURING CO. 


Government Surplus 
| ST. JOSEPH MISSOURI 


Pick-Head Fire Department Axes made by 
prominent manufacturer. Unused. $6.00 each— 
immediate delivery. Charles F. Unz, Marcellus, ——— 


New York 
DAV y automatic 


FIRE ESCAPE 


The “DAVY” is an 
absolute necessity in 
every fire depart- 
ment! It saves fire- 
men — saves time — 
saves lives! Just hook 
it to a ladder rung— 
put strap around the 
victim — that’s all 
there is to it. It low- 
ers the person at 








FOR SALE 


FIRE HOSE in 50 ft. lengths, 2% Inch, Double 
Jacket with brass couplings. National Standard 
Thread 400 ibs. tested. Unused, clean, in 
Factory cartons Dated 1945. Top quality 
brands Navy Surplus Only $17.50 per length 
incl, couplings Halprin Supply Co., 140 E. 
2nd St., Los Angeles 12, Calif 


FOR SALE about two feet per 
second — safely— 

FIRE HOSE in 50 ft. lengths, 1% Inch, double while another strap 
jacket, cotton and rubber lined, with brass cou- is waiting for the 


plings. Standard Pipe thread. Top quality brands. 
100 Ibs. tested Navy Surplus Only $12.50 per 
length Halprin Supply Co., 140 E. 2nd 8t., 
Los Angeles 12, Calif. 


next person to be 
lowered. It will lower 
five persons in less 
time than it takes one 
fireman to climb a 
ladder and bring 
back one victim. 


The “DAVY” is 100% 
automatic — requires 
no manual manipula- 
tion. There is no up- 
keep—it will not de- 
teriorate— needs no 
mechanical adjust- 
ments — will not get 
out of order. The 
brake mechanism is 
sealed in a round 
container about 6’’ by 
2", with steel-cored 
cord neatly coiled 
below the container. 


Davy’s have beenin ser- 
vice for over 40 years. 
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FOR SALE 
EXTINGUISHER SPECIALS 


2 Ib. CO-2, $6.00 ea.; 4 Ib., $8.00; 15 Ib., 
$20.00 ea.; 2% gal. Foams, $10.00; 3% gal. 
Wheeled C-T, $35.00 1 zeae Generator— 
Hopper Type, 2% inch line, $35 All in A-1 
Condition—New Red Finish— FOR Less Oharges 
—Limited Stock. Fire Bxtinguisher Service, Box 
257, Warrenton, — a. 
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FOR SALE 


Palm Fiber Fire Broom. The Best “Fire 
Fighter” for Field Fires. Selected for its flex- 


pears ees ||DAVY AUTOMATIC 
FIRE ESCAPE CO. 


No. 62F Palm Fiber Fire Broom in lots of six 
1337 So. Salina St. Syracuse 4, N. Y. 











or more, each $1.50. 8. Ervin Diehl, Jr., 1229 
N. Second Street, Philadelphia 22, Pa. 
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FOR EVERY EMERGENCY 
CLEAR YOUR WAY 


QlashN\Wag 
(Patents and rights protected) 
WIGWAG RED HEAD 


COMBINATION 
FLASHING AND OSCILLATING 
RED BEAM 1,000 FT. AHEAD 





Clears 
Your 
Side of 
Street 
Too! 


SAFER 

QUIETER 

FASTER 
RUNS 


CARPENTER MFG. CO. 


“MASTER-LIGHT MAKERS” 
200 MASTER-LIGHT BLDG. 


BOSTON 45, MASS. 
MTA Ne 


ee 


VALVES 
HYDRANTS 


INDICATOR POSTS 
AND PIPE LINE ACCESSORIES 





M & H products, 


line accessories, 


including pipe 
are well known 
for high quality of material and ex- 
pert workmanship. They are made 
according to standard specifications 
and have been used for many years 
throughout the country. Write for 
Catalog No. 40. 


M&H VALVE 


AND FITTINGS COMPANY 


ANNISTON. ALABAMA 
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WANTED 
Fire Equipment Dealers to sell Morning Pride 
protected rubber firecoats, fire pants, fire mitts 
and fire suspenders. 
Write today Morning Pride Mfg. Co., 1986 
Home Ave., Daytun 7, Ohio. 











erutnaanite 


FOR SALE 


One—1,000 Gallon Ahrens-Fox Piston Pumper, 
Model L 16, in fine Working Condition This 
Fire Engine is a good buy for any Town, Can 
be seen at the Good Will Fire Company, Potts- 


town, Pa., or write for particulars Robert 
Roth. Chairman, Good Will Steam Fire Engine 
Co. No. 1, Pottstown, Pa 





FOR SALE 
PACIFIC PORTABLE PUMPS 
For prices and information write 

Blanchard Associates, Inc. 
Cambridge 39, Mass. 
Eastern Distributor 


Ms 


MM 


ST 


POSITION WANTED 


Sales Engineer for fire apparatus company or 
Fire Prevention Engineer for plant or munici- 
pality. Engineering background and _ twenty 
years as chief in small department. Write Box 
5. c/o Fire Engineering, 24 West 40th Street, 
New York 18, N. ¥ 


sanetinnne 


Los Angeles Blast Aftermath 

FiRE ENGINEERING’S correspondent in 
Los Angeles furnishes further informa- 
tion on the explosion and fire in that 
city, described in the March issue of this 
publication. 

Early in March a Coroner’s Jury 
ruled that there was no criminal negli- 
gence in connection with the deaths 
resulting from the blast. This decision 
appears to throw all claims upon the 
insurance company and clears the plant 
management of any responsibility. 

The investigation further 
data on the cause which, as reported, 
was the result of a mixture of chemicals 
used in an electro-plating process. 

A witness who arrived at the scene 
just as Engine 14 had stretched in its 
lines observed that, at that time, there 
was no evidence of fire emitting from 
the mass of wreckage—only a thin fog 
of dust and smoke hanging in the air. 
However, immediately the water was 
turned into the ruins live flame appeared 
and for a time leaped high in the air. 

From this evidence, inconclusive as 
it may be, it would appear that when 
water came in contact with perchloric 
acid (one of the two basic chemicals 
used in the plating process) there was 
a reaction somewhat similar to that 
which occurs when hot magnesium and 
water meet. 

Evidence from the Coroner’s inquest 
further indicates that the chemist in 
charge of experimentation for the com- 
pany had only a practical background 
of experience in his field, and was not 
a trained specialist. One report stated 
that he had not graduated from high 
school and actually did not hold a 
degree from an accredited college. 


discloses 
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Ad Five 


Every one of these five Randolph trigger- 
touch extinguishers gives fire-fighters 
maximum ease, speed, safety, neatness, 
efficiency. Randolph “2” and “4” are 
actually operated by one hand alone 
from bracket to flame. Larger models 
have lightweight easy-to-handle 
horn for directing flood of fast-acting 
CO,. All models embody latest Under- 
writers’ Approved design features for 
split-second, panic- 
proof action. 
Write today 
for catalog 
and prices. 
Some dealerships 
available. 


Quick-action unit, 
ideal for car, 
home, boat and 
cottage. Contains 
2 Ibs., 8 oz. CO2 








Packed with 4 Ibs. 
of powerful CO». 
Suited for use in 
trucks, small buses, 
gas stations, 
garages. 


“ 
Randolph 10° 
Tests prove it 
stops a 2-gallon 
gasoline fire in 10 


seconds! 10 Ibs. of 
dry, odorless, CO» 


Randolph? 
Has long-range 
nozzle, with trig. 
ger-touch con- 
trol at cylin- 
der head. For 
gasoline 
trucks and 
trailers. 


" ” 

Randolph 25 
Mounted on rubber wheels, easily 
moved and operated by one man. 
Discharges a big blanket of CO», 
10 to 20 feet. 


RANDOLPH 
LABORATORIES, Inc. 


8 E. KINZIE STREET, CHICAGO II, ILLINOIS 
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WRITE FOR BOOKLET 


Illustrates how Circul-Air saves hose, 
shortens drying time, prevents mildew 
and rot, air conditions as it dries, im- 
proves station design. 


THe (IRCUL -fJr CORPORATION 


575 East Milwaukee Street 
DETROIT 2 MICHICAN 








PROMOTIONAL 


STUDY COURSE 
FOR FIREMEN 


By Fred Shepperd, B.Sc., M.E. 


Published in response to numerous 
requests from fire department 
officers and men working for ad- 
vancement, this book embraces the 
famous "Promotional Study Course" 
which ran serially in FIRE ENGI- 
NEERING and proved to be so 
tremendously popular. Covering in 
chapter lessons most of the im- 
portant phases of fire protection 
promotional study—mainly in ques- 
tions and answers form—all of it in 
the concise style generally used and 
preferred by civil service examiners. 


To fire chiefs and other officials respon- 
sible for preparing examinations, this 
book will be found most helpful. And it 
is a mighty good reason, too, why fire 
officers and men should find it of inestim- 
able value in studying for advancement. 


$3.00 rosrraio 
CASE-SHEPPERD-MANN 
PUBLISHING CORP. 


24 W. 40th St., New York 18, N. Y. 
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Opening Glass Door 
To the Editor: 

What is the proper procedure for 
forcible entry in connection with open- 
ing up a heavy glass-type door, such 
as are now being used in modern 
architecture, particularly in the retail 
area? H. B. H. 


The majority of these new 
doors are of the plastic type such as 
“Lucite” and “Plexiglas” and are very 
expensive. They are usually locked with 
a Yale lock at the very bottom of the 
door where the imitation glass of the 
door is held in a metal frame. The door 
is so hung that it is almost impossible 
to either get at the hinges or to lift the 
door off the hinges from the outside 
using approved fire department tools. 
Also, unlike the average store door, it is 
impossible to use a “Kelley” tool or a 


Answer: 


“Claw Tool.” The same thing holds 
good for the use of the door-opener 
such as the “Detroit.” Some of these 


doors are made of plastic material which 
will shatter when the material is heated 


and comes in contact with cold water 
such as a fire stream. The writer saw 
one of these doors broken into hun- 
dreds of pieces when it was removed 
from a store window on Fifth Avenue 
near 42nd Street and was laid flat on 


the cold sidewalk. An explanation given 
was that the sudden contraction of the 
material when in contact with the cold 
sidewalk caused it to shatter. 

Inquiries have been made of a number 
of manufacturers who supply plastic 
material for these doors and thus far no 
worthwhile suggestions as to how these 
doors may be opened without damaging 
them have been received. The problem 
is intensified by the fact that although 
the material used in these doors looks 
about the same, it may vary in its con- 
stituency very greatly so that any pro- 
cedure laid down for one type of door 
might not do for another. 

Until a satisfactory way is developed 
to force these doors one of the follow- 
ing procedures may be employed: 

(1) Either keys to the doors to be lo- 
cated in the first-due fire company, and 
and men instructed on how to 
properly open the doors using the key, 
or else the officers and members of the 
company be made familiar with the loca- 
tion where a key can be quickly secured 
at all hours of the day or night. This is 
somewhat similar to the practice fol- 
lowed by a number of ladder and engine 
companies in the midtown section of 
New York who either have keys to hotel 
elevators or know of precisely where 
they can be quickly secured. 

(2) Concentrate on opening the fan- 
light over the door if ventilation only 


officers 


is needed, leaving the opening of the 
door until such time as the key can be 
secured. If it is necessary to make im- 


mediate entry, there should be no hesi- 
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tancy in breaking this type door no 
matter what it may cost to replace it. 

The captain of one company in Man- 
hattan has instructed his men, if they 
come against such a door, to use either 
a short ladder or a battering ram on it 
and waste no time fussing with it, re- 
gardless of the expense involved. It 
would seem wiser, however, to leave the 
matter to the officer in charge and to 
let him use his good judgment on 
whether or not entry should be made at 
some other point rather than through 
the door. If door is so hinged that it 
could be lifted off its hinges from the 
inside, then the crew may perform the 
operation from the interior providing 
they can readily enter by other means, 
and, further, if they can stand the smoke, 
gases and heat while removing the door. 


Water Ram or Hammer 
To the Editor: 

A 600-foot line of 21-inch hose is 
stretched from a hydrant. Hydrant 
pressure is 100 pounds. The nozzle is 
open and the stream flowing. If the 
men on the nozzle suddenly slams it 
shut, what pressure will be built up in 
the hose? 

Wtih the same conditions, what will 
happen if the pressure at the pump is 
200 pounds ? W.G. 

_Answer: When the flow of water in a 
pipeline or hoseline is suddenly arrested, 
the line is subjected to a high pressure 
wave which travels rapidly through the 
line. [his pressure wave may be several 
times the normal pressure in the main 
or hoseline. In the case of cast iron wa- 
ter pipe, the speed of travel of the pres- 
sure wave may be in excess of 4,000 feet 
per second. It may be of sufficient in- 
tensity to burst the main. 

The wave starts at the point where 


the flow is first stopped, and travels 
back through the line. The pressure 
wave is known as water hammer, or 
ram. 


Because of the elasticity of fire hose, 
much of the shock of water hammer is 
deadened, but it still remains a serious 
factor, for it still may be sufficient to 
burst the hose. 

In order to demonstrate the water 
hammer effect of quickly closing a valve 
of a shut-off nozzle, the New York Fire 
College some years ago performed an ex- 
periment which demonstrated beyond 
question the danger of this practice. A 
length of 2%-inch hose was attached to 
a hydrant on which a pressure gauge 
was placed. The line was equipped with 
a 1%-inch controlling nozzle. With the 
nozzle open, the water was allowed to 
flow and the gauge recorded 25 pounds 
at the hydrant. After the water had been 
flowing a few seconds, the valve was in- 
stantly closed. The pressure at once 
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jumped to nearly 95 pounds at the hy-| 


drant. The pressure rise was only for 
an instant, but was sufficiently long to 
\ | TO burst the hose or blow off a coupling on 



















the line had it been higher. 
, 2 « Fowe oe Just how much the water hammer L I F E N E T S 
Spring is here and it is time to would be on a layout of 600 feet at 100 “the finest", have been instru- 
test your equipment. pounds and 200 pounds pressure, can- mental in saving many hundreds 
a ‘ - not be said, due to the fact that no two of lives, without injury to the 
Fire Schools will soon start outside hose lines react the same under pres- person rescued or to the men 
| drills. sure, nor would the shut-off valve be % holding the net. 
: closed at precisely the same time in each The many exclusive features * 
Are you properly equipped? instance, ig of the ATLAS NET have been 
" " Dp: owever, it is certain that a very ma- Proven through performance. 
no Get a “Trumpet” Pitot Tube and terial rise in pressure would be created. | + Insist on the newest improve- * 
: & Gauge. Always dependable. Best | | in eee os ment, Forged Steel Locking 
_ quality approved gauges. . , . Hinges. ATLAS NETS are now x 
a Remarkable Siphon Lift! available for prompt shipment 
j ; and are the only modern, 
nit J _In answering a question relative to * up-to-date nets, with dual action a 
"i lifting water by siphon, appearing on impact absorbers. 
P pages pp han of =~ eyo He ‘ Specify ATLAS when you want 
issue of Fir—E ENGINEERING, a vertical li ependable life nets. 
1 to of 45 feet was indicated by this method. se ° aa 
_ It didn’t take the sharpshooters among ca 
ea our readers long to spot the error. G. M. 
ugh Gilkison, Engineer, New York Fire In- + * 
9 surance Rating Organization, Syracuse, 
_— N. Y., wrote: 
the “Please refer to page 64—Questions + *« 
ding and Answers—issue of Fire ENGINEER- 
‘ans, ING, January, 1947. So a siphon will + «x 
oke, raise water 45 feet? Tut, tut!” : , 
loor. Olaf Nordeng, Vice-President of the 





Automobile Insurance Company, of 
Hartford, Conn., in a letter dated Janu- 
} ary 28, said: 


| THE WOOSTER BRASS CC. “In answer No. 3, you make the state- 


ment that ‘this arrangement of hose con- 







































































e is WOOSTER : ° OHIO stitutes a common siphon. If Butt C 7 ATLAS SAFETY 
rant Write Direct or ae than Intake A _—_ Baye ~ _ EQUIPMENT CO., INC. 
ie without engine pressure, onc ne e 
le is Ask Your Local Dealer has been filled.” This statement is cor- 26 Warren St. NewYork 7, N.Y. 
the rect except that height must be limited 
is it to less than approximately 32 feet. A 
ae siphon cannot be operated beyond a 
p in head produced by atmospheric pressure. JANESVILLE QUALITY 
And our good friend, Horace B. Clark, 
will ' of North Granby, Conn., not only TURN OUT CLOTHING 
is 1 caught the error, but he ran tests to 
P prove we were wrong. 
-" To the above, and the many others 
i who detected the fallacy, we say, 
ina Thank Ph PO 
sted, J Thank you, gentlemen! 
sure | Rey SF/ ma Vast ase/he  — —— a 
eral "Small Fire" —$ 100,000 
veral Sets "Small Fire’ — ' 
nai 
go HELP SAVE LIVES - SAVE PROPERTY W orth 
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° valuable iece Of equip- | ;- . °° - she > 
t in- | ment in ipeuaiines Seats light in March when police appre hended 
from all types of fires. | a 22-year-old youth, reported to be a . 
here B uses nnn a wall Anti- | member of the East Moriches, L. L., 
o, reeze chemical—a revo- — sia “ ¢ sialic $100,000 
ivels lutionary type of fire | Fire Department, for — 1 00 
‘sure { fighting power of excep- blaze which destroyed a hangar, ten 
, or tional efficiency. Takes | airplanes and two trucks. 
— less _— to ex: | His excuse for his actions was that 
10Se, enguish more Bre area. | he “wanted a thril:” and to be “first to 
er is The UNDERWRITERS’ | answer the alarm.” “I only started a 
ious LABORATORIES Ap- | oo211 fire” he told police, “but it spread | 
oe proved Instant Fire Ex- | >!4 - = J — pres 
it to tinguisher boasts these | faster than I expected. ; ’ 
three features: The youth, a volunteer fireman for Our turnout suits are giving excellent 
vater § lst—Extinguishes Wood | about a year, was employed at the fly- | satisfaction in most of the large fire 
valve § and General Fires! ing field as a plumber’s helper. He said | departments throughout the U. S. and 
Fire § 2nd—Extinguishes Gaso- | he started the blaze by inserting a piece | 
: 2nd— guishes Gaso- | /I¢ t | € by. § 4 
n ex- : line, Oil and Grease Fires! | of cloth, wick fashion, in a Can Of gaso- | Hg Fg hE 
yond : 3rd—Operates Efficiently | line. After starting the fire, he —ot JANESVILLE QUALITY 
e A § at 40 degrees Below Zero! | in an alarm at the firehouse in_ at ia 
d to No Annual Recharging | Moriches, then sped off with his fe low NOW AVAILABLE 
auge Necessary vamps to try to extinguish the b!aze. 
with J Avelleble ta 1% end The fire got out of control, however | We can now supply old type ¥% 
| the 22 gallon dan and fire companies from eight other | Length and Knee Length Felt-lined 
d to | communities were summoned. Follow- | Firemen's Boots. 
unds | ing the fire, the investigation into the 
been THE FYR-FYTER COR cause narrowed down to the young man, JANESVILLE APPAREL CO. 
s in- DAYTON |. OHIO | who confessed. [he owner of the air- JANESVILLE, WIS. 
once | port had no insurance. 
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ELKHART 
Mystery Cellar Nozzle 








PAT. NO. 2089304 


‘Ti 

HE outstanding value of the Mystery Fog Nozzle is known 
to all fire fighters. By combining the principle of the Mystery 
Fog Nozzle with the Bresnan Cellar Pipe, a new and invalu- 


able instrument has been added to the profession.* 


This nozzle throws a dense, solid mass of fog, even at low 


pressure, 45 feet in diameter from ceiling to floor. 


Even if not directly over the fire, the Mystery Cellar Noz- 
zle is wholly effective, since heat draws fog, but cannot attract 


drops of water, owing to the weight of the drops. 


Substantial water damage is eliminated. Cooling of entire 
enclosure is rapid. Smoke is quickly dispensed. Nozzle and 
firemen at floor aperture are protected by the actual ball of 
fog being discharged below floor level. 


* Since the introduction of this nozzle last October, it has met 
with unprecedented reception by Fire Departments everywhere. 























FIRE ENGINEERING 





FIRE ENGINEERING 
APRIL, 1947 


Page 
Ahrens-Fox Fire Engine Co. 243 
Akron Brass Mfg. Co., Inc. 221 
Aluminum Ladder Company 265 
American District Telegraph Co. 257 
American-La France-Foamite Corp. 215 
American Marsh Pumps, Inc. 269 
Ansul Chemical Co., Fire Extinguisher 
Div. 252 
Arnold, Hoffman & Co. 224 
Atlas Safety Equipment Co., Inc. 273 


Beacon Falls Div., U. S. Rubber Co. . 270 
Bean Mfg. Co., John, Division Food 


Machinery Corp. 220 
Bi-Lateral Fire Hose Co. 260 
Body Guard Mfg. Co. 270 
Boston Woven Hose & Rubber Co. 217 
Bowser, Inc. 259 
Braxmar Co., C. G. 264 
Buckeye Iron & Brass Works 256 
Carpenter Mfg. Co. 271 
Circul-Air Corp. 272 
Darley & Co., W. S. 265 
Davy Automatic Fire Escape Co. 270 
FE. & J. Mfg. Co. 219 
E'khart Brass Mfg. Co. 274 
Emerson Co., J. H. Inside Front Cover 
Eureka Fire Hose Div., U. S. Rubber 

Co. 248 
Federal Electric Co., Inc. 211 
Ford Motor Co. 245 


Four Wheel Drive Auto Co. Back Cover 
Fyr-Fyter Co. 273 


Galvin Mfg. Corp. 247 
Gamewell Company 226 
General Detroit Corp. 218 
General Electric Co. 269 
Goodrich Co., B. F. 253 
Gorham Fire Equipment Co. 268 
Gorman-Rupp Co. 260 
Hahn Motors, Inc. 267 
Hale Fire Pump Co., Inc. 267 
Hardie Mfg. Co. 254 
Harrington Signal Co. 268 
Hewitt-Robins, Inc. 251 
Howe Fire Apparatus Co. 263 
Howland, W. H. 264 
Janesville Apparel Co. 273 
M & H Valve & Fittings Co. 271 
Melntire Brass Works 268 
Mack Mfg. Corp. 213 
Manhattan Rubber Mfg. Div. of Ray- 
bestos-Manhattan, Inc. 27 
Maxim Motor Co. 255 
Mearl Corp., The 266 
Midwestern Mfg. Co 244 


Mine Safety Appliances Co. 
Inside Back Cover 


National Foam Systems, Inc. 216 
Onan & Sons, D. W. 258 
Oren Fire Apparatus Co. 249 
Powhatan Brass & Iron Works 261 
Quaker Rubber Corp. 263 
Randolph Laboratories, Inc. 271 
Rockwood Sprinkler Co. 214 
Scott Aviation Corp. 250 
Sleeper Co., George E. 222 
Smith & Co., D. B. 225 
Sterling Siren Fire Alarm Co., Inc. 266 
U. S. Motors Corp. 262 
Ward-LaFrance Truck Div., Great 
American Ind., Inc. 223 
Waterous Company 246 
Wentworth-Forman Co., Inc. 268 
Wooster Brass Co. 273 





Kindly mention Fire ENGINEERING when writing advertisers 














Uhen, frefighling ghiling 1 ane inwile job — 


CHEMOX supplies the Oxygen you need! 





. - Ve OXYGEN BREATHING APPARATUS 









Weighs only 13'2 pounds 
x 
: 


No cylinders, high pressure valves, or fittings, | 


Simple to use and maintain 












<* 
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Vison gas mach sype secepioce wih ontre- In fighting any fire in confined spaces, heavy smoke and gas 


~ Cyl ay EY = concentrations are an immediate threat to life—yet fire must be 
mox canister—a tough, sturdy breathing fought! When CHEMOX is standard equipment in your Depart- 
~ EO MA a+ ment, men can enter and_work effectively in any enclosed area . 
"Ti Gieetate enntatty t chante to. gut om regardless of oxygen deficiency, toxic gases and smoke—because 
sat tinanteree rena eninninan _ CHEMOX makes its own pure oxygen as the wearer breathes, 
and is so light in weight, well balanced and comfortable in 
service that full working freedom is assured. : 

U. S. Bureau of Mines-approved for a minimum of 45 minutes’ 
protection under hard physical exertion, CHEMOX is the world’s 
only Oxygen Breathing Apparatus featuring a replaceable chem- 
ical canister that does the whole job! Let us arrange a practical dem- 


onstration—and meantime, send for descriptive Bulletin BM-14. 


MINE SAFETY APPLIANCES COMPANY 


Braddock, Thomas and Meade Streets - Pittsburgh 8, Pa. 


District Representatives in Principal Cities 


In Canada: MINE SAFETY APPLIANCES COMPANY OF CANADA LIMITED, TORONTO 
MONTREAL . . VANCOUVER .. CALGARY .. WINNIPEG .. NEW GLASGOW, N.S. 
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